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Upon approaching the sales desk to see 
who had bought the TB mare and her ba-
by, the sales gals (who are all my friends) 
immediately started to implore me to save 
a Quarterhorse mare and her baby who 
had been bought by a killer buyer for 
$250.00 The pair was destined to be 
shipped in a double deck trailer to Illinois 
for slaughter the next day. 

Upon my inquiry about #20 (the mare that 
I thought was a Thoroughbred) I was told 
that #20 was the Quarterhorse mare the 
gals wanted me to save. What a coinci-
dence! What could I do? At first the killer 
buyer said heõd sell them for $100 over 
what he had paid, but he then let us have 
them for his purchase price. Oh great! 
Here we were on a Saturday night with no 

trailer and a 16 year old Registered Quar-
terhorse mare and her 5 month old well-
bred sorrel colt who were going to spend 
the night at the auction. Thankfully, the 
auction owners volunteered to care for 
them overnight. 

We picked them up the next morning and 
brought them to our ranch in Arvada. 

We were pleased to see that both Lady and 
her baby, Fox, had great temperaments 
although they were thin and Fox had not 
had any training. 

For the next month, Nancy Wells worked 
with Fox taking him out to explore while 
leaving his frantic mother behind. Fox 
loved looking around at the big world with 
nary a whinny to his screaming, frantic 
Mom. However, when we separated them 
permanently on November 1st, Fox sud-
denly realized that he wasnõt having any 
fun at allñand he wanted his Mama! 

Five days later, Fox became resigned to 
being a big boy and will now be looking 
for his forever home. He is quite well-bred 
with his Grandsire being Silky Fox, a well-
known Quarterhorse Stallion. His dam, 
Follow the Lady, raced as a youngster and 
has quite a bit of Thoroughbred in her. We 
know she is a great Mom and weõll see how 
much she remembers after not being rid-
den for six years. We desperately need 
homes for Lady and Fox as well as our 
many others who are making our shelter 
nearly burst at the seams. 
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Fox Feeling Frisky  
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Abbott 

 

Fox at six months  

Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org  



Page 2  H OOFPRINTS  & L ETTERS 

Abandoned 

Imagine Kariõs surprise to find a strange horse tied 

to the fence where she boarded her horses with an 

attached note (see sidebar). 

Since her stall cleaning job did not exactly make 

her wealthy, Kari had trouble trying to take care of 

the young, thin mare she named Little Orphan 

Annie. Kari and friend Stephanie called Dr. Lois 

Toll of Littleton Large Animal Clinic who did the 

needed  blood work and examination on Annie. 

She trotted sound, made a strange breathing sound 

and had a cataract in her right eye. After the gals 

struggled to feed and house Annie for a month, we 

were called by Dr. Toll who asked if our rescue 

could help out. Although we were full, we said we 

would nurse her back to health by stabling her in 

our indoor arena and then return her to Kari and 

Stephanie to find a home for her. 

RMHR is glad to be able to give help in a small 

way to a sweet mare who had been sadly dumped 

by her irresponsible owner. 

ber 17thñthin, sick, and moving strangely behind. 

We are continuing to run medical tests on this 

sweet boy. We know that he has been ridden be-

cause the brave gals, who are highlighting horses in 

the killer pen and trying to save them from slaugh-

ter, climbed on him and didnõt get bucked off. 

Dixon is still recuperating and will be available for 

adoption in the near future. 

DixonñSaved from the Killers 
Dixon is a five and a half year old Appaloosa geld-

ing who was bailed out of a killer pen in Septem-

ber. He was rescued by a kind gal in Houston, TX 

who saw his picture posted on a web site. He ar-

rived at Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue on Septem-

Dixon recovering ðsaved from slaughter  
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Uh Oh!  

QUESTION:  
What does this picture tell you? 

ANSWER: 
See Page 4. 

On arrival, Dixonôs feet were in horrible shape  

Little Orphan Annie  

We can no longer care for 

our horse. We canõt feed 

her and she needs to eat. 

No one will buy her 

because she is so skinny. 

Thanks for all your help. 

Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org  
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Halloween with Horses  

Many thanks to RMHR for the use of your Ander-

son Sling. It brought much relief to my hurting 

friend. Sacred Indian had spent many years being 

brave and courageous in his show and race lifeñ

always beating the odds being faster, stronger and 

more able many times than anyone ever expected. 

He lost his battle to an unbeatable foe in August. 

Arthritis had completely debilitated his left knee 

and his right was only marginally better. Both had 

been severely fractured recovering from anesthesia 

about 8 years ago. His right leg bore the majority 

of his front-end weight and the worse case scenario 

took place. Sacred began abscessing in his good 

foot. Unable to bend from the knee or ankle in his 

opposite front leg, he continued to try to stand on 

a painfully abscessed sole. I could not imagine 

using drugs to lay him down to shoe and treat his 

foot. The thought of him trying to stand again after 

being laid down was too much. The Anderson 

Sling allowed us to painlessly lift him up to shoe 

and to treat his feet in perfectly quiet, painless 

comfort. His treatment allowed him to stand much 

more comfortably and bought us precious time to 

love him before he was put to sleep a few weeks 

later. I canõt thank you all enough who have helped 

provide such great equipment to help others. They 

are not just straps and metal, it was kindness and 

mercy delivered in a box by Bini. Thank you for 

buying us time to love him. 

Sincerely, Karen Banister, White Harvest Farms 

Editors Note: We were glad to be able to provide some 

measure of relief for Karen and Mark Banisterõs nationally 

known paint stallion, Sacred Indian, affectionately nick-

named òHató. In competition, Hat won multiple World 

and Reserve World Championships with points in 16 

events, including racing, jumper, roping, driving, hunter, 

pleasure and halter. 

He has sired close to 400 foals of which 61 have won World 

or Reserve World Championships. And the count grows on. 

This fantastic stallion was even honored with a Breyer model 

of him jumping a stone wall. 

When Karen bought Hat as a wild yearling, many thought 

she was nuts. Now, 10,000 baths and 20 years later, you 

can be sure that although he is gone, his legacy will live on. 

With our Secretary 

Mary Norden and 

Treasurer Cathy 

Corcoran setting 

up the booth and 

carefully monitor-

ing all of the little 

hands near Cow-

boyõs mouth, there 

were no disasters. 

Throughout the day, 

we had long lines of 

kids (four at a time) waiting to come into the stall 

and groom our little guy. We let a few of the small-

est children sit on patient Cowboyõs back. 

We made some new contacts at our booth and our 

displays 

helped 

to edu-

cate 

both 

children 

and 

adults 

into the 

world 

of ani-

mal 

abuse 

and 

rescue. 

Thank You for the Anderson Sling 

Our Wish list  

Hay (grass or alfalfa), stock 

trailer, truck to pull ambulance 

in the future, cash, 

your time and energy,  

stamps, and someone to sell 

items on eBay or . . . ? 
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Little Ones get a chance to 

be a real cowboy  

Cowboy looks at a  

strange horse  

Mary Norden and Cowboy with  

two admirers  

The Horse & Pet  

Services Guide  

Available free at many tack 

shops and feed stores. It is a 

handy directory which lists 

horse rescue organizations and 

other ancillary services. 

Any questionsñcall 

Cheryle (303) 278-1891 



My name is Folly and I am the most gorgeous Nor-

wegian Fjord you have ever seen. I lived with Bini 

at Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue for about six 

months before I was adopted and given the most 

wonderful job in the world. I now live in Fort 

Lupton where I work with Special Needs people. I 

am the star attraction at the Miracles Therapeutic 

Riding Center. Some people even think that I am a 

miracle! 

Each week I carry about 15 people with special 

needs. Some of them never knew how to sit up 

before they started riding me. Just ask Jack. He is 

six years old and has cerebral palsy. He couldnõt sit 

up or even hold his head up before he met me. It 

used to take four people to hold him on a horse 

and even then he could only stay upright for about 

five minutes before he had to lie down on me to 

rest. New, he has only two side walkers and they 

mostly just help him balance. He can ride for 20-30 

minutes and he smiles all the time. He is now start-

ing to be able to move his head the way he wants. 

His favorite thing to look for is my ears! Every 

time he finds my ears, he starts to smile and laugh. 

It just makes me feel warm all over. 

And Jack isnõt the only one I help. There is Annie, 

MacKenzie, Jared, Katie, Ayushi, Chicki, Emily, 

Nettie, Ashley, Bailey, Laurette and many others. 

They all love me. They brush me, make me pretty 

and hug me all the time! How lucky am I? I always 

make sure I take even better care of them than they 

do of me. I was the talk of the barn the day an 

older horse fell right in front of me when MacKen-

zie was getting on. You have to understand that 

getting on a horse for Kenzie is not easy; she has 

cerebral palsy and canõt use her legs so it takes her 

a while to get settled. So anyway, this horse falls 

right in front of me before Kenzie is settled. It was 

really scary! But, I knew I couldnõt move or she 

might fall off; so you know what I did? Nothing! I 

just stood there like a statue! Everyone was sooo 

proud of me it made me feel really good. But what 

did they expect? I have a job to do and I love my 

kids! 

Well Iõd better go. I have a lesson to give but I just 

wanted to say òhió to everyone and let you all 

know that I have never been happier. I love my 

new home, my new òMomó and all of my kids. I 

donõt know how I got so lucky, but Bini was right 

when she said that this job was meant for me! 

Dictated by Folly to òMomó Chris Griffith, Direc-

tor of the Miracles Therapeutic Riding Center 

Editorõs Note: RMHR took in Folly, a second Fjord 

named Jason, and six miniature horses after the untimely 

death of Kathy Kohlepp in December of 2005. After we 

cleared up Follyõs aching feet and pried her away from boy-

friend Jason, she was ready for her new home at age 21. She 

is almost worshipped by Chris and the rest of the volunteers 

at the Center for her fantastic temperament and skill at 

taking care of her special charges. Weõre glad we were pa-

tient and waited until the perfect forever home came along 

with Chris. 

To help the Center by volunteering or with donations, con-

tact Chris Griffith at (303) 882-4667. 

(continued on next page) 

Remember Me? 

Page 4  
H OOFPRINTS  & L ETTERS 

9190 Alkire St. 

Arvada, CO 80005 

(303) 424-0037 

Uh Oh!  

ANSWER: 
Someone was not careful enough in 

seeing that all baling twine was picked 
up. This piece was mistaken for hay 
by a horse and could have resulted in 

serious injury.. 

Nine year old Annie Piller hugs her beloved Folly  



prove his core muscle 

strength. 

When Jack came to Miracles 

Therapeutic Riding Center, 

Griffith said it took four 

people to hold him on top of 

the horse and one person to 

lead the animal. Now, she 

said it only takes two people 

to help support him while he 

rides, with one person leading 

the horse. 

"Riding really relaxes him," 

said Colby Splitt, Jack's 

father. "(Its value) is right 

up there with speech and 

eating therapy. We'd do 

anything to give him a good 

quality of life." 

Unlike people, Griffith said horses are open to 

children with disabilities. 

"They don't care if you can't talk or walk," she 

said. 

The horses Griffith works with are generally older, 

she said, because they become calmer with age. They 

also receive special training. 

Griffith relies heavily on volunteers to operate her 

business. She uses about 25 volunteers a week, 

though during busy times, like in the summer, she 

said that number can double. 

Rachel Fink, 16, has been a volunteer at Miracles 

Therapeutic Riding Center for the last 3 ½ years. 

"I really just love the kids. I think they're some of 

the coolest kids in the world," she said, adding that 

she loves horses too. 

Fink and Splitt agreed that Saturday's session was 

the best they've ever seen Jack ride. 

"It's a way for us to get out of the house," Splitt 

said. 

Linda Owens, owner of Gloraloma Ranch, agreed 

that Griffith's therapeutic riding is one of the more 

important programs offered at the facility, adding 

that other worthy programs are also available. 

Remember Me ?(continued) 

Excerpt from Miracle Ride, a Daily Times-Call 

Article by Laurel Ann Henderson. Photo by Brad-

ley Wakeoff. October 3, 2006 

Fort LuptonñFive-year-old Jack Splittõs head 

bobbled on his shoulders as he struggled to focus on 

Follyõs ears. 

òFind Follyõs ears,ó repeated Chris Griffith, a 

therapeutic riding instructor who operates her busi-

ness, Miracles Therapeutic Riding Center, at Glo-

raloma Ranch. òJack, where are Follyõs ears?ó 

As Jack slowly focused, he steadied his head and 

straightened his neck, sitting erect atop Folly, a 21-

year-old Norwegian fjord pony. 

A beaming smile broke across Jackõs face. 

He is one of 15 special-needs students Griffith 

instructs on a weekly basis at Gloraloma Ranch, 

between Firestone and Fort Lupton. 

Jack was born about three months premature, 

diagnosed with cerebral palsy. He has little head 

control or muscular strength in his body. 

He also has auditory neuropathy, which affects his 

hearing and limits his motor skills, though he is 

able to communicate through sign language. 

For the last 1 ½ years, Jack has been riding with 

Griffith for about 30 minutes, once a week. Grif-

fith works with him to relax his muscles and im-
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Colby Splitt, right, of Lakewood encourages his son Jack, a 5 -year -old 

who uses horse therapy at Gloraloma Ranch to build strength an 
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2006/2007  

RMHR Advisors  

Jerry Burk, Attorney and CPA 

Scot Dutcher, Colorado, Bu-

reau of Animal Protection 

Lois Toll, DVM 

Steve Long, DVM 

Debbie Mayo, DVM 

Charlie McKay 

Gary Pallaoro, DVM 

Jeff Wells, DVM 

Shane Baird, DVM 

Monty Squier 

We are desperately in 

need of funds to buy 

hay -the cost has sky-

rocketed.  

Can you help?  

Entrenched  

ignorance  

masquerades  

as tradition  

- unknown  
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§ Testified for the prosecution as an expert 

witness on how a horse rescue should be run. 

There were six charges of animal cruelty 

against an Arapahoe County Horse Rescue 

(involving one goat and five horses) maintain-

ing that needed veterinary care was not pro-

vided in a timely manner. The all male, six 

man jury acquitted the owner of the Rescue. 

§ Helped a lady find transportation for her mule 

who was stuck with her abusive ex-husband in 

Southwest Colorado. 

§ Helped arrange emergency transportation for 

two horses belonging to a woman suffering 

from breast cancer whose ex-husband threat-

ened to turn them loose on the road the next 

morning. 

§ Provided care and a five acre quarantine area 

with shelter for four horses rescued from the 

killer pen by some caring horse lovers north 

of Denver. 

§ Bought a large animal lift to add to our inven-

tory of available Horse Rescue Equipment. 

§ Lent our Anderson Sling to a stable needing 

to shoe an injured stallion. 

§ Lent our $1,000 glide to a vet clinic to slide a 

downed horse out of a stall and into a trailer. 

§ Accepted a horse (sight unseen), rescued from 

the slaughter pen, into our rescue. 

§ Helped other rescues apply for grants. 

§ Shared 400 doses of West Nile vaccine with 

other rescues. 

§ Laura Gill, Ruth Ann Burnett and Bini Abbott 

investigated possible horse abuse around the 

State. 

§ Gave water tanks to other rescues. 

§ Set up our booth or display at the Horse Expo 

and Halloween with Horses. 

§ Jacqui Marcotte gave special care to two 

starved horses at her Quail Run Ranch to help 

out the Colorado Agriculture Department of 

Animal Abuse and the Denver Dumb Friends 

League. 

§ Agreed to take in (on a temporary basis) an 

abandoned young mare found tied to a fence. 

§ Rescued assorted dogs, cats and even three 

white doves who landed at our Headquarters 

in May, July and August. 

§ Got our website up at 

www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

§ Found homes for many horses and a found-

ered donkey at other rescues or with individu-

als. 

§ Started miniature horse Cowboy on his new 

career as our official mascot and education 

partner. 

Board Members  

President Bini Abbott (303) 424-0037 

Vice President Ranya Kelly (303) 431-0904 

Treasurer Cathy Corcoran (303) 425-0646 

Secretary Mary Norden (303) 978-1850 

Western Colorado/Fund Raising Ruth Ann Burnett (970) 245-7774 

Special Events Carole Kenney (303) 840-4384 

Northern Colorado Laura Gill (970) 454-2324 

Eastern Colorado Kris Nixon (303) 424-5972 

Veterinarian Advice Lois Toll, DVM (303) 794-6359 

Other Supporting Staff  

Website & Newsletter Rob Nixon (303) 424-5972 

Facilities Terry Michel (303) 464-0718 

Internet Consultant Suzanne Yoder (303) 805-8225 

Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue 2006/2007  

9190 Alkire St. 

Arvada, CO 80005 

(303) 424-0037 

Committees ï A confer-

ence is a gathering of 

important people who 

singly can do nothing, 

but together can decide 

that nothing can be 

done.  

- Jonathan Green  

Whatever you do . . . . do it 

with enthusiasm !  



 

Up for Adoption 
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Merlin  

16.2 Registered Thoroughbred, English or Western, rocking chair can-

ter; pleasure, dressage, trail, jump? Relative of Man Oô War  

Fox  

Born 4/29/06, handsome weanling colt, full of personality, well -bred 

Quarterhorse -grandson of Silky Fox.  

Follow the Lady  

A lovely, registered 

Quarterhorse mare. She 

spent the last eight 

years being a broodmare. 

Saved from slaughter. 

Sound to ride, but green. 

Raced when young. Great 

temperament.  

Jasmine  

Aged small mare. Perfect stable companion. Gets along 

with all horses (even miniature donkeys. Easy keeper. 

Needs hay only.  

Ricky  

Registered 8 year old Thoroughbred gelding. Raced in 

2005. Owners graciously donated him instead of send-

ing him to the auction. A sweet horse to care for but 

still ñfull of itò to ride. Experienced rider only. 

Misty  

Registered aged Thoroughbred mare. 

Raised many babies. Tattooed. Pretty 

hot to ride, but probably hasnôt been 

ridden since being raced. Lovely tem-

perament as a companion.  

We are desperately in 

need of funds to buy hay

-the cost has  

skyrocketed.  

Can you help?  
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Large Animal Lift  

Used to lift a down (recumbent) horse to get it on 

itõs feetñe.g. out of a ditch or off a road. The LAL 

can be applied by one or two people in as little as 

five minutes to a horse with little or no sedation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAL can be put on from the back negating the 

chance of getting kicked by flailing legs. The LAL 

is designed to maintain an animal on its feet for 

only a few minutes at a time. 
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The Anderson Sling  

Available in large, medium, and foal sizes. The 

sling uses straps, pads and pulleys to lift and sup-

Provided by Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue/ Bini Abbott, 9190 Alkire St., Arvada, CO 80005,  

(303) 424-0037, www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Equipment available to rescue  

by helicopter  

Barbaro being  

supported in an  

Anderson Sling  

Glide with  

Slipsheets  

For sliding a recumbent horse 

out of a field or into a stall 

or trailer. 

We rescued a horse out of a swim-

ming pool with our sling  

We will be offering training 

sessions in the use of the 

rescue equipment in the fu-

ture for veterinarians,  

firemen, policemen, animal 

control officers and any 

other interested individuals.  

The Dura -Pik Tripod  

Shown supporting òLuckyó ð the practice horse model for train-

ing personnel in the use and application of the rescue equip-

mentñmade available by Horses Forever, contact Shirley Hoff-

man (303) 651-3070 or www.horsesforever.org, email at ad-

min@horsesforever.org. 

port a horse while shifting his weight to his skeletal 

structure rather than pressure points. May be used 

long term, but only for a few hours a day. 


