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Social media is an interesting phenomenon. 
It can sometimes bring people together 
whose lives would never normally intersect. 
Such was the case with a band of merry 
miniature horses whose owner was forced to 
rehome them due to sudden changes in her 
life. She posted eleven of her precious minis 
on Facebook looking to find them new peo-
ple to love. 

One re-post led to another, and I was made 
aware of them. I contacted the owner to see 
if we could help her in some way. After 
speaking to her on the phone ("You know 
I'm in Iowa right?"), I told her I was pretty 
sure we could take at least a couple of them, 
but I would need to talk to my mom. 

I've obviously known my mother my whole 
life, so I suppose I shouldn't have been sur-
prised when she said, "Oh, I think we 
should take ALL of them." All of them was 
eleven. 

So began the planning phase of "Operation 
Iowa". Paperwork had to be filled out; travel 
plans had to be made. Miniature horses are 
roughly one third the size of an average full 
sized horse, but eleven is still a lot! I have an 
eight horse trailer, so I figured if I pulled all 
the partitions out, we could put them all in 
there loose. Once we had everything orga-
nized, Bill Polzin and I set out across the 
Midwest. 

For those of you  who have not traveled 
across Nebraska, May is tornado season… 

Bill and I spent more than a few tense mo-
ments looking out the windows and listening 
to the weather on the radio. At one point, a 
tornado touched down about 5 miles from 
us. We didn’t end up in Oz on top of a witch, 
and made it to pick up our new friends. We 
stayed overnight and got to the farm early in 
the morning. 

I'm not exaggerating when I say I have never 
seen a cuter group of horses. They were all 
beautifully cared for with perfectly trimmed 
feet and freshly combed manes and tails. 
Their owner had also put together a fantastic 
book, with all their registration papers, de-
scriptions, vet records and show records. 

After a tearful goodbye, and promises to keep 
in touch, we were on our way with our trailer 
full of cuteness. They all traveled perfectly 
and we arrived back (after another tornado 
scare or two) just before sunset. 

In the months since then, we have all gotten 
to know and love each of them and their 
hilarious personalities. When they first came, 
they all had to wear nametags and we spent a 
lot of time looking them up in the book the 
owner made for us because we weren't quite 
sure who was who! Early in the summer, one 
of our great volunteers excitedly told me 
about how she taught one of the mares, Gyp-
sy, to jump and how much Gypsy loved it. 
After consulting with the book, it turns out 
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The Minis arrive at RMHR

The loose 11 Miniatures rode perfectly
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Gypsy has quite an extensive show record as a 
jumper. No wonder she was such a quick study! 

They all have their own very distinct personalities 
and we've enjoyed every minute of getting to know 
them. 

We have Jubi, the matriarch. Jubi is the dam of 
several of the other minis. She is bossy, but sweet 
and still quite full of herself for a 29 year old lady. 

Jubi's best friend is Inky. Inky is a very friendly, 
laid back guy who loves his food. 

Mo and Prince are brothers and companions to 

(Continued from page 1) 

each other, They are full of mischief and like to 
evade capture as long as possible. Once they're 
caught, they are the friendliest little guys. 

Gypsy, Princess, Emmy, Quest and Sweetie all live 
together and there is nothing more fun than going 
in their pen to cuddle them. It's like a ball pit full 
of minis. 

Rebel and Trigger are roommates and very best 
pals. Rebel is the sweetest, friendliest little soul and 
he is always helping Trigger to be less anxious. 
Trigger had originally come from bad circumstanc-
es and he is still working on being trusting of peo-
ple, but he has a really good disposition and with 
his friend Rebel, he is a happy little guy. 

At publication, all of these delightful creatures are 
still available for adoption. Please note that we are 
only adopting them out in pairs. Please contact us 
to schedule a visit to meet your two new best 
friends! 

—Kris Nixon 

Three ladies await their first dinner 

Some of our new friends ran off with their lead 

ropes attached and everyone took a turn  

rolling in their new pens  

We had a wonderful surprise in 
January of this year when a 
generous young lady named 
Cadence McEachern came out 
to the rescue with her family to 
bring us her birthday present. 
Cadence had asked all of her 
friends and family to donate 
money to our rescue instead of 
buying her presents for her 
birthday. She presented us with 
almost $350 in donations. 
What a selfless and inspiration-
al young lady. 

Bill Polzin , Emily Kil and Kris Nixon release  

the “boys” in their new pen 

No one wants to step up to be the first off! 

Cadence and her younger 

sister visit with Tiny Tim  

Minis explore their new  

surroundings 

A Fantastic  

Young Lady 
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Good news about Indi, the sweet gelding who 
came to us in 2018 with hideous bite wound on his 
neck. He and his new best friend, Rockaway Babe, 
are now living with Meggan Brovege, who was 
kind enough to offer care for both horses. When 
we first introduced Babe to Indi over the fence, 
she pinned her ears and hated him. BUT, with the 
tincture of time, she fell in love! 

Huge thanks to Meggan for fostering Indi and 
Babe with 
the intent 
to adopt! 
We’re so 
lucky to 
find such a 
wonderful 
person to 
consider 
being a 
forever 
home to 
these two! 

—Bini 
Abbott 

Indi and Babe  

Our prime purpose 

in this life is to  

help others. And  

if you can’t help 

them, at least  

don’t hurt them. 

– Dalai Lama  

Dover Saddlery in Parker, CO has 
generously set up a giving tree for the 
rescue. We worked with Dover and 
went through their catalog to make 
our wish list. People can go into the 
store, see our wish list and purchase 
items for RMHR. Dover will contact 
us periodically and let us know that 
someone has “made our wish come 
true”. Thanks so much to our friends 
at Dover for thinking of us! 

 
11120 South Twenty Mile Road 
Parker CO 80134  
Phone: (303) 805-8881 

2019/2020 

RMHR Advisors 

Jerry Burk, Attorney and CPA 

Lois Toll, DVM 

Steve Long, DVM 
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Charlie McKay 

Gary Pallaoro, DVM 

Jeff Wells, DVM 

Shane Baird, DVM 

Your  

contributions  

are tax  

deductible 

After the volunteers 
left on Sunday July 
7th, I wandered 
down to the Lau-
retta Boyd barn to 
check on our 11 
new minis. I was 
surprised to see 
huge clumps of 
honey bees hanging 
on to the edge of 
the roof. Evidently their queen was looking for a new home. 
We called our bee lady who was teaching a class at 
that moment. She promptly sent out some of her 
students to remove the humming hoard. They 
scraped and feathered the bees into specially 
adapted paper boxes. The queen's scent is so 
strong that all the workers follow her into the 
box. After a few hours, and with most of the 
swarm captured, I called Melanie Hood and told 
her about our latest adventure. She remarked, 
"Oh my gosh, I cleaned the minis' pen a few 
hours earlier, and I'm deathly allergic to bee 
stings!" 

—Bini Abbott 

Dover Giving Tree Honey Bees 

Meggan with Indi and Babe  

Babe and Indi prep for their move 

to Meggan’s pasture by grazing 

together at RMHR Babe and Indi explore their new pasture 



as well as a list of others we had. After visiting all 

of the prospects, Robin said she definitely was 

interested in  Boomer or Belle. 

When she arrived for her second visit, she had a 

very sad look on her face. I thought "uh-oh", may-

be she changed her mind and found a horse else-

where. Robin told me that she had reconsidered 

(oh no, here it comes) and she wanted to look at 

Tiger because he had experienced such a terrible 

life before coming to the rescue. My sigh could 

probably have been heard across the ranch. 

Robin worked with Tiger for many hours gaining 

his trust and bonding with him. She trailered Aug-

gie here on her third visit so that Tiger could meet 

his new friend and be introduced to a step-up  

trailer. 

After many hours, I was amazed to see Tiger step-

ping in and out of the trailer with Auggie already 

inside. Robin closed the back door for the first 

time and then started her truck. She inched for-

ward at first while heading for Tiger's new forever 

home. 

An hour later, Robin called to say that the trip had 

gone smoothly and both horses were fine. Amid 

tears, she thanked me and said, "I love him so 

much!" 

—Bini Abbott 

We received a call from Animal Control on April 

15, 2011 (yes, eight years ago) about four starving 

Arabian horses in Elbert county that were in a pen 

with a dead mare. It turned out that the mare had 

died of starvation six weeks earlier . We said that 

we would take two of the horses. The officer called 

back an hour later and said that we would have to 

take all four or none. Only one old grey mare could 

be handled; the other three were untouchable. 

Sooo--we agreed to take all four if someone could 

trailer them to us. 

The two stallions and two mares were forced into a 

stock trailer and transported to RMHR where we 

had built a chute to channel them into a pen. 

We gave names to all four. The new name of the 

small, scared, bay stallion was Tiger. We caught 

him in a trap we built in the pen in order to geld 

him and give him current inoculations. Through 

the years, he became less wild, but was always easi-

ly startled and difficult to handle when it came time 

for trimming his feet and shots. By 2019, the other 

three had found homes, but we were unable to find 

a special adopter for Tiger--even though two of 

our volunteers had successfully worked with him at 

various times to make him more adoptable. 

In late October, we received a call from a gal 

named Robin who needed a companion for her 

Arabian gelding "Auggie" because her mare had 

just died and he was lonely. Whoohoo! Finding 

great homes for companion horses is our most 

difficult task since everyone wants a young, bomb-

proof, sound, FREE horse for trail riding, kids and 

maybe even barrel racing! 

I told Robin about a new horse we had just re-

ceived from Wyoming named Boomer, who might 

not be sound and might make a good companion, 

Finding Homes for Companions is Difficult 
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An anvil cloud forms on the 

SE horizon signaling the end 

of a thunderstorm 

A peaceful cove; the view to 

the north from the edge of 

our land 

Robin, Scooby and Tiger get to know each other  

Tiger becomes extremely agitated in the trap 

when we try to rope him for gelding and shots 

Around the Rescue 

A chilly fall day leaves inter-

esting frost on our sliding 

glass door 
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In the back of the truck stop parking lot, we had 
no choice but to unhook and have a tow company 
come and take the truck to a repair shop. We were 
left with a new problem. I'm 14 hours from home, 
it's 10am, nearly 90 degrees and Ace is in the trail-
er, sitting on a blacktopped TA parking lot. 

Tracy and I both made phone calls for help to 
anyone and everyone we knew until we had ex-
hausted all options, except one.  

Call a horse rescue. 

The first call I made was a prayer answered. Bini 
from Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue picked up the 
phone with the kindest of hellos. In desperation, I 
explained my situation. She took my info and soon 
after a return call came. It was Bini's daughter Kris 
asking me what size ball was needed to pull the 
trailer. Shortly thereafter she arrived with her own 
truck and picked up Ace and me . . . Together. 

Less than 10 miles away and we had arrived. Bini 
was there to greet us with open arms. We got my 
old man off the trailer and into his own pen to rest 
with all the hay, water and affection he could han-
dle. I still had a lot to figure out for myself and the 
anxiety of it must have been all over my face, plain 
as day, because the next thing I heard was nothing 
short of talking with angels . . "Ace is welcome to 
stay here as long as he needs to so you have one 
less thing to worry about. We'll take care of him for 
you." 

I was speechless. How do I express my gratitude 
and appreciation to people that are so willing to 
help? Never forget. The feeling of unsurpassable 
compassion can never be kept to oneself. 

Ace spent almost two days at the spa while I spent 
countless hours on the phone with the repair shop 
and loved ones at home. 

Late Thursday morning I got the call. The truck 
was done. I packed up, picked it up and went to get 
Ace. Both Bini and Kris were there for our send-
off. I put Ace's polo wraps on for the long ride and 
then Bini and Kris made sure I was leaving with 
plenty of hay and water. I hugged and thanked the 
amazing people at RMHR, jumped in the truck and 
took Ace and myself home. 

We made it home Friday afternoon. Together. 

If not for the saviors at RMHR, who knows what 
may have happened to us. Ace and I are forever in 
debt to you. Thank you. 

—Erin Marien 

 

This summer, I went and picked up Erin Marien and her 
horse, Ace, at a nearby truck stop. Erin had broken down 
on a cross country trip with Ace and had exhausted all 
resources for help. Lord knows I have been in the same 
predicament numerous times (broken down, horse in trailer, 
hot day) and been the recipient of kindness from friends and 
strangers. I sincerely believe in paying it forward. I wanted to 
share excerpts from Erin's letter since I found it so sweet 
and touching. Not just Erin's gratitude, but her obvious 
adoration of her pal, Ace. This kind of bond is what we 
dream of for every horse we adopt out from the rescue. 

—Kris Nixon 

============= 

Ace. My best friend. Nearly 21 years we've spent 
together. We've learned from each other and 
taught others. To some, he's just a horse; but to 
me, he's the love of my life. He's literally been 
there for me for everything. We went through high 
school together and started a business together. We 
got our 1st blue ribbon together and slept in the 
barn together when we were both on the road to 
recovery after sustaining our first injuries . . . To-
gether. He was my first horse and I was his first 
owner. We've had a life of adventure and I would-
n't trade a single moment of it for all the money 
and the riches in the world. There are no words 
that can even begin to describe the bond we have. 

On August 13, 2019 Ace and I left Plum City, WI 
and headed west. An amazing opportunity came to 
us from a good friend of mine, Tracy; and although 
it was hard to contain my elation, I accepted. We 
were embarking on what was likely, our last big 
adventure together. We were going to Colorado. 
The trip took us 24 hours but we made it . . To-
gether. 

We unloaded. Spent 5 days in a place where it was 
out of the ordinary to see another human being. 
We went swimming, took a nap in the soft grasses 
under the shade of aspen trees and ran alongside a 
herd of startled mule deer. We silently reveled in 
complete amazement of total peace that someone 
can find in the most beautiful of places that we had 
ever been to . . Together. Contentment in the sim-
plest of ways. 

We headed for home on the evening of Monday, 
August 19th figuring that going through the cool 
mountain air would be easier on the engine and 
easier on my aged gelding. But plans don't always 
go accordingly. The truck broke down by Central 
City in the early hours of morning, long before 
daybreak. With some help arriving shortly after 
dawn, we were able to get moving again, only to 
barely make it to Wheat Ridge and there we sat. 

Ace & Erin Breakdown 

Erin and Ace prepped and 

ready to head for home 

The worst sin  

towards our  

fellow creatures  

is not to hate them, 

but to be  

indifferent to them: 

that’s the essence 

of inhumanity. 

– George Bernard 

Shaw  
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Entrenched  

ignorance  

masquerades as  

tradition 

- anonymous 

Emily Kil and Stephanie Shea 

Surprised us for Christmas 

with a brand new custom 

wheelbarrow with two  

manure forks and horse 

treats! 

RMHR is now on Amazon 

Smile. See our website for a  

direct link 

Sometimes the answer to that question is: we 

trudge around in the mud, questioning our life 

choices, and wondering how there could be so 

much ice in the water tanks and poop in the pens 

when we just took care of all that this morning. 

Other times, the answer is: we get to hang out with 

horses on a beautiful day and marvel at how mag-

nificent and wonderful these animals are and how 

lucky we are to be around them. 

Occasionally the answer is: We lose. We lose a 

battle to save a life, to fix a problem, to turn a situ-

ation around for the better. 

Every day the answer is: We try. We worry. We 

hope. We spend--time, energy, emotion and mon-

ey. We try to envision a better circumstance for the 

horses we grow to care so much about. We try to 

make the right choices for them. We hope the help 

we give is enough. We worry it isn't. 

Anyone involved in animal rescue can tell you it's a 

hard road sometimes. You think you've see the 

worst, but then you find out you have not. 

On the flip side of that coin, you think you've seen 

the best, but then you find out it gets better. 

It's the always looking forward, towards the better, 

that keeps you coming back every day. It's the peo-

ple who tirelessly give us their time as volunteers. 

It's the people who generously donate. And mostly, 

it's the horses, who deserve our best effort every 

day and ask for nothing in return. 

—Kris Nixon 

What Exactly Do We Do? 

Board Members /Staff 

President Bini Abbott (303) 424-0037 

Vice President Ranya Kelly (303) 431-0904 

Treasurer Kate Corcoran (303) 829-4705 

Secretary Mary Norden (303) 978-1850 

Western Colorado/Fund Raising Ruth Ann Burnett (970) 245-7774 

Horse Welfare Consultant Carole Kenney (303) 910-9410 

Special Events/Volunteers Stefanie Shea (860) 878-2303 

Volunteers/Adoptions Emily Kil (860) 885-9559 

Northern Colorado Laura Gill (970) 371-1446 

Eastern Colorado Kris Nixon (303) 424-5972 

Veterinarian Advice Lois Toll, DVM (303) 794-6359 

Other Supporting Staff 

Website & Newsletter Rob Nixon (303) 424-5972 

Facilities Terry Michel (970) 483-5171 

Whoops! Jasper (adopted by our farrier, Craig 

Reynolds) loses a leg wrap that is helping to 

protect him head to toe from biting flies 

Hmmm . . . No. A horse husband "helps out" by 

blanketing his wife's mare. 



In January of this year, I got a call from Tara 

Hieb, one of the owners of Cottonwood Rid-

ing Club and the Denver Polo Club in Sedalia. 

She was calling to let me know that at their 

yearly event, Celebration of the Horse, they 

wanted to have Bini as their guest of honor. 

They wanted to recognize her outstanding 

contributions to horses over her lifetime.  

The Celebration took place in June at the Den-

ver Polo Club. What a phenomenal event it 

was. There were several polo matches each day, 

a Hunter Derby, a Jumper Derby and Bull Rid-

ing. We set up our booth adjacent to the Polo 

field and spent two great days catching up with 

old friends and meeting new ones. 
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Guest of  Honor 

They had a lovely ceremony to honor Bini 

and spoke of her numerous accomplish-

ments in horsemanship and rescue. As 

Honoree, Bini threw out the first ball for a 

couple of polo matches and presented 

awards for the Hunter and Jumper Derby 

winners. 

We had a really wonderful time, and are so 

appreciative of the recognition of Bini for a 

lifetime spent dedicated to horses. 

—Kris Nixon 

The Celebration of the horse program 

Memorials & Honoraria  

Honoraria 

 Mia Sorenson in honor of Cadence McEachern’s 8th Birthday 

 Jenny Pickett in honor of Cathy Hupka 

 Kathryn McDermott in honor of Linda Hrycaj 

 Christine Hancock in honor of Bini Abbott 

Memorials 

 Barb Daniel in memory of Honey Pony 

 Daisy Shepherd in memory of Donna Rae Pugh 

 Jim, Tracey & Becky Manolakis in memory of Elizabeth (Betty) Manolakis 

 Friends & Family of Cottonwood Riding Club in memory of “Pat the 
Fox” McGiver 

 Pat Spetz in memory of Hank Baldwin, J.J., Adam 12, Tommy and 
all others who have gone over the Rainbow Bridge 

 Becky Osborne in memory of Gene Hanson 

 Andrea Barnes in memory of Ash 

 Ben & Laurie Duke in memory of Maud Duke 

 Dick Hall in memory of Bill Fragge 

 Ruth Ann Burnett in memory of her beloved Whippet “Hollywood” 

 

Bini prepares to throw out the first 

ball in the main event Polo Match 

Cottonwood’s Owners and other dignitaries 

attend Bini’s trophy presentation to  the 

winner of the  jumper derby  



This year I decided I would like my own podcast. 
Evidently, the fact that I am a horse for some rea-
son precludes me from doing that. I'm unsure 
about the specifics, but apparently whinnying into 
the microphone doesn't translate well. Then my 
head butler Kris said, "But you have a perfect face 
for radio." and, "You're not sick, you're just a little 
horse." Then she laughed and laughed. Between 
you and me, I think there may be something wrong 
with her. 

Anyway, my butler said that since I'm pretty much 
in charge of the whole rescue, and I already tell 
everyone what to do, I should have my own advice 
column! Actually what she said was, ("Stop biting 
me! Not everything is about you. Wait your turn. 
You aren't the boss of everything.") Which is es-
sentially the same thing. So I told all the other 
horses at the rescue that I would be willing to help 
them with some of their problems. And believe 
me, they've got problems. 

Here is a sampling of their letters, and my astute 
responses. 

Dear JoJo, 

Sometimes when I am being ridden I have to go 
across the street to the hay field and there are cows 
next door. I'm very afraid of cows. What can I do 
to overcome my anxiety? — Maggie Hates Moo 
Moos 

Dear MHMM, 

ARE YOU NUTS? WHAT'S WRONG WITH 
YOU? DON'T LET THOSE IDIOTS RIDE 
YOU! You're welcome. P.S. I saw a cow once. It's 
no big deal. Stop being a chicken. — JoJo 

Dear JoJo, 

When I bite people, they get real mad, but I can't 
seem to help myself. How can I fix my biting prob-
lem? — Harry the Chomper 

Dear HTC, 

People are very dainty. They just need to be broken 
in. Usually what I do when they get mad about my 
biting is, bite them a little harder. That way, they 
look back at the first bite and realize they should 
have been grateful. — JoJo 

Dear JoJo, 

When I first came here, everyone said I was a little 
stud. Then one day, they said I was going in for 
"brain surgery". When I came home, they all said I 
was a gelding. I don’t' know what a gelding is, but 

JoJo’s Corner 

if I had brain surgery, shouldn’t my head hurt? I 
was sore all right, but not in my head . . . Do you 
think the vet messed up my brain surgery? — Tiny 
Tim the Gelding 

Dear TTTG, 

I was similarly mistreated upon my arrival at the 
horse rescue. One minute you're staring lovingly  at 
the nearest mare, and the next thing you know, you 
wake up waddling like a duck and all you want to 
do is eat carrots and roll in the dirt. I don't know 
what this brain surgery business is, but they all 
seem to think that's a hilarious joke. The butlers are 
weird sometimes. Don't worry about your brain. 
You're still smarter than the butlers. It's not like 
you're bringing THEM food or cleaning THEIR 
house. — JoJo 

Dear JoJo, 

My roommate is a real jerk. He bites me, he steals 
my food and he's a narcissistic egomaniac. He's 
constantly talking about himself and he seems to 
think the entire rescue is his to command. What 
can I do about my pain in the butt roomie? — 
Cowboy 

Dear Cowboy, 

That's such a coincidence. My roommate's name is 
Cowboy. I didn't even know there was another 
horse on the property named Cowboy. Wait a  
minute . .WHAT?! . .Why you ungrateful . . Excuse 
me fans, I need to go speak to someone. — JoJo 

— As told to Kris Nixon 
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We were surprised to find 

that some of our cottontails 

had “cotton Feet” 

Wildlife 

A pair of Pelicans enjoy a 

nice summer day 

A ferruginous hawk guards 

his kill next to a horse pen 



Free Use of  Rescue Equipment 

Large Animal Lift 

Used to lift a down (recumbent) horse to get it on 

its feet—e.g. out of a ditch or off a road. The LAL 

can be applied by one or two people in as little as 

five minutes to a horse with little or no sedation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAL can be put on from the back negating the 

chance of getting kicked by flailing legs. The LAL 

is designed to maintain an animal on its feet for 

short periods. 

The Anderson Sling 

Available in large, medium, and foal sizes. The 

sling uses straps, pads and pulleys to lift and sup-

Provided by Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue/ Bini Abbott, 9190 Alkire St., Arvada, CO 80005,  

(303) 424-0037, www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Equipment available to rescue 

by helicopter 

Barbaro being 

supported in an  

Anderson Sling  

We rescued a horse out of a swim-

ming pool with our sling 

We offer training sessions on the use of the 

rescue equipment to veterinarians,  

firemen, policemen, animal control officers and 

any other interested individuals. 

port a horse while shifting his weight to his skeletal 

structure rather than pressure points. May be used 

long term, but only for several hours a day. 

Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Glide with  

Slipsheets 

For sliding a recumbent horse 

out of a field or into a stall 

or trailer. 

The Dura-Pik Tripod  

Shown supporting “Lucky” – 

the practice horse model for 

training personnel in the use 

and application of the rescue 

equipment—made available by 

Horses Forever, contact 

S h i r l e y  H o f f m a n 

( 3 0 3 )  6 5 1 - 3 0 7 0  o r 

www.horsesforever.org, email 

at admin@horsesforever.org. 
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Popeye Finds a Forever Home 
It all started with a call from a boarding stable a 
mile south of us. It was 2007 and they said that 
they had a Shetland Pony named "Spike" that they 
had raised. The pony had an infected eye and they 
put us in touch with Dr. John Pallaoro of Golden 
Vet to discuss the problem. Dr. Pallaoro said that 
the pony had a badly infected left eye and he would 
either have to have it removed or be put down. 
Spike's owner said that he had been kicked in the 
eye (which I doubted because the bone structure 
around his eye was not fractured). (My guess is that 
he had been hit with a whip). 

Since his owner was not willing to pay the cost of 
an eye operation, he was offered to our rescue. I 
learned that Spike could have his infected eye re-
moved and replaced with an artificial eye. That 
sounded great until I was told that we would have 
to take the artificial eye out on a periodic basis to 
clean it—UGH! In addition, the pony would most 
likely have problems with people approaching from 
the blind side and causing him to startle unexpect-
edly. With this knowledge, we opted to have his 
eye removed and not replaced with an artificial eye. 

Dr. Gary Pallaoro  was kind enough to perform the 
operation for RMHR and Laura Gill took over the 
rehab care at her ranch. After an uneventful recov-
ery, he returned to RMHR and Kris Nixon re-
named him Popeye. Kris fostered Popeye at her 
training barn and used him for beginner lessons for 
little kids. One aspiring equestrian described him as 
having a kind heart--whereupon he promptly 
dumped her! 

We tried twice to lend him out to be a companion 
for lonely horses, but each time he surprisingly 
kicked out at his new stablemates and returned to 
us in ignominy. We don’t know if he had issues 
with his new friends approaching his blind side or 
if there were other issues. 

Long time volunteer Pat Spetz had always loved 

Popeye and even 
sponsored his care at 
times. She constantly 
worried that he 
might founder on 
rich grass or be 
adopted to the 
wrong home. She 
loved to spend time 
with the fat little 
pony--grooming him 
and taking him out 
for walks. 

After the tragic loss 
of a dear friend, Pat 
decided to move to 
the State of Washington to live near family. She 
even entertained the wild idea of adopting Popeye 
and transporting him to a stable near her new 
home. We found a perfect transporter, Annick 
Chappot-Look who has a custom transport trailer 

with blue sky and green meadow graphics through-
out the inside of the trailer. She even plays easy 
listening music continuously to her passengers! Pat 
paid more than $2,000 for Popeye's special ride to 
his new forever home. She worried about his wel-
fare every mile of the 
trip, but Annick sent 
updates throughout 
the three day journey 
and he arrived safe 
and sound. Pat now 
spends her days 
grooming and explor-
ing with her beloved 
pony. She comment-
ed, "At last, my child-
hood dream of hav-
ing my own horse has 
come true!" 

—Bini Abbott 

The incredible interior of 

First Class Equine Transport 
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Popeye and his new stablemate, Sven 

Popeye arriving at his 

new Forever Home; com-

plete with Red Ribbon! 

The greatness of  

a nation and its  

moral progress  

can be judged by 

the way its  

animals are  

treated. 

– Mahatma Ghandi 

Popeye eagerly awaits 

Pat’s arrival 

Pat Spetz with Popeye at the Rescue 



Thank You Contributors! 
Our heartfelt thanks to our generous contributors. 
You have given us your time, talent, supplies, cash 
and even moral support since 2004. We wouldn’t 
be successful without you! 

Cash Contributors—Dec. 2018- Nov. 2019 
Up to $49 
Claudia Valdes, Suzie Frazier, Kelly Vogel,  
Charlene Jones, Tescra Nutku-Bilit, Averee  
Heidenreich, Prairie Robinson, Greg Coleman, 
Charlotte Jonas Trust, Edward Kohlepp, Margaret 
Flannery, Lynn Wyman, Linda Eichman, Daisy 
Shepherd, Jennifer Ramstetter, Mike & Glenna 
Day, Jerry Marz, Stacy Hinton, Paula Brown, Ray 
Wilson, Nona Pandil, Janis Henderson Foundation, 
Pieter Leenhouts, Donna Meitus, Brenda Sund, 
Mia Sorenson, Eric Rivedal, Rachel Janssen, Jenni 
Foxworth, Colleen Miller, Rebecca Frank, Linda 
Loughrey, Jenny Pickett, Thomas Lemmer, Robin 
Hindman, Angela Zuccarelli, Lisa Lang, Sue T., 
Jamie Cunningham, Sharon Balzano, Catherine 
Corcoran, Toni Rautus  

$50-$99 
Jill Kluge, Your Cause/Century Link Employee, 
Irene Coleman, Robert Selier, Helen Gridley, Fritzi 
Riahi, Maria Grether, Susan MeOllough, Fran 
Sisler, Patricia Rothdiener, Audrey Weprin,  
Kristine Smith, Bright Funds Foundation, Sandra 
Sprude, Frie Family Foundation, Steve & Martha 
Mortell, Pat Spetz, Laura Laturi, Lisa Williams, 
Margaret McKay, Len Dyer, Lynn Dyer, Cindy 
Sullivan, Maggie & Vasco Kasarov 

$100-$149 
Jane Rose, Wendy Haas & Dan Jago, Shawn Har-
ris, Connie Caruso, Suzi Conrad, Cathy Hupka, 
Mary Norden, Sue Moore, Liz Olde, Tina  
Coleman, Krista Carrothers, Jim Manolakis, Lynne 
Cottrell, Bette Heller, Carolann Besch, Jody 
Marken, Marta Sehreiner, Rena Todd, Leni  
Striegnitz, Bridget Strang, Shirley & Dave Thomas, 
Kay Pryor, Eric Frank, Nancy Harts, Christine 
Hancock, Mary Miklos, Carol Koth, Dick Hall 

$150-$199 
Becky Osborne, Lori Reisig & Melanie Warner, 
Margaret McKay, Judy Smith, Marilyn Golden, 
Deborah Hayes, Pam Harding 

$200-$249 
Joyce & Doc Baldwin, Barbara Kil, Libby Stokes, 
Marie Frederickson, James Jordan, Barb Daniel, 
Dick Hall, Bill & Heidi Keller, Dawn Sipe, Andrea 
Barnes, Barbara Collett 

$250-$349 
Pat & John Burnett, Meg Goblet, Lynn Cormey, 
Margaret M. Link Trust, Tina Smith, J&J Matching 

Funds for Pat Burnett, Randall Smith, Cadence 
McEachern Birthday Donations 

$350-$499 
Todd & Kristine Valencia, Sue & Jeff Sturbaum 

$500+ 
Kelly Rosen, Network for Good, Ruth Ann  
Burnett, Ben & Laurie Duke 

$1000+ 
Pauline Ayers Menk, Lund Brown Enterprises, 
Victor Schramm 

$1500+ 
The Precourt Foundation 

$2500+ 
Gooding Family Foundation 

$5000+ 
Charles & Gloria Barrick, St. Vrain Block (Colleen 
Ryan-Popick & Michelle Ryan McDaniel) 

$17,000+ 
The Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust 

Contributors – Items 
Pauline Ayers-Menk—fancy braided halter, tailset, 
"tons" of roofing supplies, electric buckets and 
more; Sue & Bill Petty—Dressage saddle, Western 
saddle, English bridles, pads, spurs, boots, tack, 
stirrups, reins, bits, blankets, hay bags, hay bale 
carrier and more; Jill Engel-Cox—bridle and stir-
rups from Africa, Courbette English saddle with 
fittings; Beth Luedke—7 bales alfalfa, two hanging 
feeder buckets, manure forks, 4 wall buckets, 
scoop & tubs; Alisha—loads of tack and horse 
supplies; Stephanie Peterson--corral panels and 
gates; Tracye Ferguson—saddle pads, shelving 
units, plastic trunks & bins, feed tubs, grooming 
supplies and more; Shirley Walker—feed; A Home 
for Every Horse—52 bags of Purina Senior 

Contributors – Manpower 
Melanie Hood, Mandy Reese, Mariah Hood, Pat 
Spetz, Betsie Alves, Jeff Marshall, Terry Michel, 
Marie Hackett, Billy Santiago, Bella & Paul Balcer, 
Elisa Bilby, Nancy Harts, Connie Caruso, Jean 
Gallagher, Ray Salinas, Randy Kerr, Toni Rautus, 
Mark Husmann, Kate Corcoran, Laura Gill, Meade 
& Bini Abbott, Mark Ladwig, Sue Sturbaum, Kit 
Mann, Sandra Sprude, Erin & Lydia Seedorf, Ra-
mona Davis, Emily Kil, Pam Hamilton, Oliver 
Mathis, Ryan Schields, Debbie Pickerill, Stephanie 
Shea, Jill Kluge, Vic Schramm, Craig Reynolds, 
Eileen Shaw, Jordan Tyler, Leah Rohwer, Cat 
Chorney, Brenda Sund, Fred Powell, Dianne Pow-
ell, Julianna Monderen, Candie Berthod, Robert 
Kilpatrick, Emily Schlaefflin, Susan Brushaber, 
David Mayns, Jennifer Powell, Brittany Buheman, 
Angela Hanegan, Amelia Brown, Juliane Brown, 
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Chaya Finton, Sky Felker, Ryan 
Jonseck, Nicole Lachance, 
Taylor Indrebo, Liz Tran, 
Cathy Anderson, Rob & Kris 
Nixon 

Safehomers/Foster Care 
Givers 

Colleen Ryan, Melanie Hood, 
Adele Claussen, Meggan 
Brovege, Andrea Barnes,  
Candace Dylla, Rachel Tucker, 
Lynn Cormey, Kim Gillan, 
Andy Nemechek 

Transporters  

Laura Gill, Kris Nixon, Jenny 
Alsberg, Carolyn Kavinski,  
Joel Rifkin—Run Amok  
Transportation, Wendy Haas & 
Dan Jago, Connie Caruso,  
Terry Michel, Vic Schramm 

Special thanks to our friend 

Marvin Jazwick. Marvin 

works at MannaPro and has 

facilitated a great  

relationship for us with 

them. We have received 

countless feed donations 

from MannaPro and  

couldn't be more grateful. 



Our Wonderful Volunteers 
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Neighbor Randy Kerr maintains and runs our 

ancient swather as well as helping out with all 

things automotive 

Nicole Lachance and Liz Tran take a break from 

mucking & shoveling to say hi to Elle 

Melanie Hood volunteers at the rescue, but also 

spends time at home training her foster mini, 

Peaches, to drive 

Eileen Shaw cheerfully rakes Sky's pen 

Bill Clymer works on 

Waltzing Matilda's feet 

Chaya Hinton and grand-

daughter Sky Felker drag  

a wheelbarrow and  

grooming kit to another  

mini pen to clean 

Danny Murphy takes 

a break from clean-

ing up to pose with 

his favorite, Scooby 

Stephanie Shea and Emily Kil exercise Doc and Sky  

Mark Ladwig bales hay on a 

“day off” from  

baling hay at his ranch 

Emily Schlaefflin spends 

hours mucking stalls 



The Colorado School of Mines Equestrian  

team helped us out again this year on  

vaccination day. We really appreciate  

their help! Thanks, you’re the best! 
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Betsie Alves and Candie  

Berthod stop raking for a 

moment to pose 

 

Brittany Buheman heads to another  

pen to clean 

Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Susan Brushaver, a new 

volunteer, but an old 

hand at adding to our 

compost (manure) pile 

Jordan Tyler wields a mean 

wheelbarrow 

Ramona Davis takes a break 

from shoveling  

manure and picking up 1,000s 

of rocks  

Ray Salinas grooms 

and poses with his 

favorite Maggie while 

taking a break from 

some maintenance 

Jeff Marshall stops by 

to work on some faulty 

electrical outlets 

Rob Nixon attends an 

RMHR Sponsored 

CrossFit class 

Robert Fitzpatrick gets down and dirty to  

comb JoJo's tail 

Vic Schramm al-

ways willing to 

tackle a task 

Toni Rautus, volunteer  and 

ornithologist, not only  

labors, but helps us with  

bird identification 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

 

Leah Rohwer works with two of the Iowa Minis 

Brenda Sund spends time 

with her favorite minis 

Taylor Indrebo mucks out one of the 

miniature horse pens 

Neighbor Jared Jansen donated time and  

equipment to do a 2nd pass on our hayfield and 

bale up 100 bales of hay for our horses 

Jill Kluge grooms Matilda 
Debbie Pickerill walks  

Cowboy on a wintry day 

Kate Corcoran works on  

financial records 

Jean Gallagher and Connie 

Caruso trailer Babe for us 

Volunteers receive no pay, not because they are 

worthless, but  because they are priceless!  
Nancy Harts Walks Tiny Tim 

Billy Santiago takes a break to 

enjoy the nice weather 

Terry Michel stacks some hay 



An apple thief in our hayfield 

caught on camera. First elk 

we’ve ever seen on the ranch 
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99% Volunteer 

RMHR has prided itself since our 2004 inception 
with being a 100% volunteer organization. That all 
changed this winter when an unfortunate accident 
sidelined Bini with a broken hip for three months. 
Rob and Kris quickly realized that between domes-
tic duties, the Rescue, and other life duties (like 
jobs), that we needed help. Thanks to social media, 
we were introduced to Bill Polzin, the then Presi-
dent of Horse Protection League. Bill was looking 
to move on from HPL, but wanted to stay in-
volved in horse rescue and was interested in some 
part time work outside of his job as a barefoot 
farrier. To say that he saved our sanity this spring 
and brought a wealth of knowledge and an incredi-
ble work ethic to the farm is an understatement. 
He has welding, farm, horse health care, farrier, 
and heavy equipment skills which never cease to 
amaze us. And on top of that he is one of the nic-
est and friendliest people we've ever met. His con-
tribution to the day to day care of the rescue cou-
pled with some large infrastructure improvements 
have been outstanding. Thanks for happening 
along at the absolute right time, Bill! 

 

—Rob Nixon 

Wildlife 

A Western Grebe glides by 

the Rescue 

This Old Horse 

So often, when people call about adopting a horse, 
they don't want to consider some of our "older 
generation" horses. 

We have so many horses that are in their (very) late 
teens and up. Our oldest resident right now is 36 
year old Nick. He is what I lovingly call the person-
ality plus model. It seems as though Nick has de-
cided that since he has made it this far, he really is 
just going to ignore most of 
the rules of polite horse socie-
ty. He's hard to catch; he paws 
the fence at meal times and on 
the occasions when his gate 
has accidentally been left 
slightly ajar, he escapes and 
barrels around the property 
like a feral buffalo until you 
can (hopefully) corner him 
somewhere and pounce on 
him. Then he jogs sideways 
back to his pen with an oh-so-
pleased smirk on his face. 

On the other hand, once you 
have actually managed to cap-

ture the wild beast, he absolutely loves being 
groomed and fussed over. He is one of my very 
favorites of the rescue horses and his shenanigans 
make me smile very day. 

Old horses are so charming and wonderful, I wish 
more people would give them a chance. 

—Kris Nixon 

Bill moves Matilda back outside after  

inclement weather 

Our nesting barn owls had 

five babies this year! 

A baby great horned owl eyes 

us from the hay barn rafters 
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Our Anderson Sling traveled 

to Alaska twice and was fea-

tured on Nat Geo Wild and  

Animal Planet TV Shows 
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www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

HOOFPRINTS & LETTERS 100 Days later 

on Arrival 

Chance—

Quarterhorse 

 Stallion 

Rebel and Trigger, part of the 

Iowa “11”, want to interview 

you for their forever home 
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Up for Adoption 

Tiny Tim came from a kill buyer’s 

pen after people raised money for 

his ransom. One of the favorites at 

RMHR, he would still love to have a 

forever home of his own. 

Harry, Houdi or Howdy (the horse with many names) was born on June 4, 2015 at the rescue.  

His dam was a starved Thoroughbred race mare and his sire is unknown. Harry has started his  

saddle training with Margaret Blaha and Kris Nixon. He is looking for a very experienced  

adopter to train him to his full potential. Are you that special person? 

Easton is a 10 year old thoroughbred 

who  started his career on the  

race track. Standing at 15.3 ½,  

he thinks he is a teddy bear and  

wants to spend his life loving  

people—and being loved. He  

would probably be best for  

trail and pleasure riding. 

Eddie is a 22 year 

old registered paint 

who is quiet and 

forgiving under 

saddle and can be 

ridden English or 

Western on trails 

or in the ring. 

Scooby was donated by a dude ranch in Wyo-

ming when they found he was not perfect for 

their program. He is super kind and he even 

tries to help volunteers clean his pen. 

Elle is a new arrival at 

RMHR. This 18 year old  

Quarterhorse mare is a 

sweetheart to take care of 

and had recently been used 

for trail riding. 



Up for Adoption 
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October Sky is a handsome 20 year-old registered paint who 

has had limited training, but would be great for an  

experienced English or Western rider. 

Part of the herd of the Iowa merry miniatures. Looking for 

adopters and their new forever home. 

Maggie is a lovely 20-year-old who had never been ridden until 

two years ago. Still green, she is looking for an experienced 

rider who can also cope with her breathing problems. 

15 year old Lexi was  

bought from a kill buyer 

with funds raised by  

caring supporters  

who didn’t want her  

sent to slaughter.  

She was subsequently  

donated to RMHR.  

 

She is a 17HH  

registered Thoroughbred 

who would prefer to live in 

your pocket rather than in 

her stall. A former  

Dressage horse, she will 

require an intermediate to 

advanced rider. 

Amiri is a 20 year old  

Arabian Mare. She’s an  

easy keeper and a sweet  

animal however, she can  

get a bit “affectionate”  

with humans when she  

is in heat.  She is excellent  

on the trails, alone  

or in a group.  

Rescued from a kill  

auction, 17 year old  

Buttercup is a registered 

Quarterhorse mare who has 

never been ridden. She is 

learning about the  

civilized life, but would 

probably do best as a  

companion. 


