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April 1, 2021—Animal Control was called 
by a passerby who saw a terribly thin horse 
off in a pasture. Although the horse was 
covered in a heavy winter blanket, the caller 
could see that the horse’s hindquarters 

looked like an upside 
down heart seen from 
behind. Animal Con-
trol responded. 

The Animal Control 
officer, after consult-
ing with veterinarian 
Dr. Kate Baer, said 
that the poor horse 
needed to be put 
down the next day at 
10:30 a.m. 

Rocky Mountain 
Horse Rescue had 
offered to take this 
old thoroughbred for 
many years, but his 

owner would never give him up. 

When I found out about the decision, I 
called Dr. Baer to see if "Duke" really need-
ed to be put down or whether he might be 
saved. She said that he had accepted a treat . 
. . showing Kate that he would eat and had 
not given up on life! 

Fortunately, Dr. Baer then called the Animal 
Control officer that night. They discussed 
the situation and the Animal Control officer 
said that if he was released to RMHR, she 
would allow the transfer. 

So, on April 2nd, Kris Nixon hooked up and 
traveled the five miles to pick up newly 
named Duke and haul him to our rescue. 

—Bini 

Kris Nixon will now continue Duke's saga. 

When Bill Polzin and I arrived to pick up 
Duke, we really were not sure what we 

would find. This was a horse we were both 
familiar with, as we had been trying to help 
him in various ways for quite some time. His 
condition when we had last seen him a year 
before had been somewhat poor, but nothing 
compared to the skeletal creature we encoun-
tered that day. The trailer ride wasn't far, but 
we decided to tie the center partition to the 
side so in case he fell down on the ride he 
wouldn't get stuck underneath it. Our heroic 
vet, Dr. Kate Baer, met us at the property and 
followed us to the rescue so we could start 
treating him immediately. 

In a testament to the resilience and unwaver-
ing trust of horses, that poor, dilapidated old 
horse just followed me in into the trailer, no 
questions asked. That was the first time I 
suspected Duke might be amazing. 

We made it uneventfully to the rescue, and he 
very politely got out of the trailer and took in 
his new surroundings. Then we started day 
one of the resurrection of Duke. 

Duke was severely underweight and he had a 
very large open sore on his withers from the 
blanket he had been wearing non-stop for the 
better part of four months. His biggest issue 
however, was his inability to retract his penis 
into his sheath. We have no idea how long he 
had been in that condition but his penis was 
horribly swollen, paralyzed and covered in 
sores. 

Over the course of the next few months, in 
addition to re-feeding him, we had to treat his 
penis daily. If you have never tried to stuff a 
swollen horse wiener into a diabetic compres-
sion sock, and then wrap it in a splint boot, 
you're really missing out. Let me tell  you! 

Somewhere along the way we decided that 
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Duke’s awful condition and his  

Serious genital issue

Duke’s inverted 

heart shaped 

hind quarters

Duke, a few days after arriving at RMHR



tired, I mean extremely angry. We used everything 
we could think of to alleviate the problem. Strips 
of sheets, polo wraps, ace bandages, etc. Eventual-
ly, we switched from the probang (which was pret-
ty heavy and hard to keep in place) to a pool noo-
dle. I bet the clerks at the Dollar Store really 
thought I was having a great pool party when I 
bought ten pool noodles. 

Today, six months later, Duke is fat, Duke is happy 
and Duke's penis mostly stays approximately where 
it belongs. He still wears a pool noodle girdle, but 
it can be taken off overnight and things mostly stay 
in place. 

He's a farm favorite, with his hilarious snarky per-
sonality and old greyed face. He thinks he's a stal-
lion and if you turn him out next to a mare he runs 
and bucks in his pen. 

I think Duke is pretty happy he didn't get eu-
thanized that day. I know we are. 

—Kris 

The Story of  a Horse Called Duke (continued) 
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new name. We 
figured his old 
name was asso-
ciated with sor-
row, known by 
his old neigh-
bors and his 
new life was just 
beginning. After 
w e  b a t t e d 
around a few 
fairly tasteless 
ideas like 'tripod' 

and 'kickstand' (hey, if you don't laugh, you'll cry) 
we settled on Duke. It seemed fitting for a tough 
old bird like him. 

Anyway, months went by, and Duke really blos-
somed. He gained amazing amounts of weight and 
he discovered the joys of having horse friends after 
years of living alone. His paralyzed penis finally 
went down enough that we could get it back into 
his sheath, but it wouldn't stay in on its own. For 
several months, it was held in with aid of a pro-
bang. 

A probang is essentially a long tube that was insert-
ed into his sheath and was held in place by wrap-
ping his whole abdomen in ElasticON. So much 
ElasticON. After a period of time, Duke started to 
get pretty tired of his hair getting ripped out when 
we had to remove the ElasticON. And by pretty 
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Duke Today 

The horrible wound on Duke’s 

withers where the blanket 

had rubbed him raw 
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deductible 

Using a compression sock and 

splint boot to reduce the 

swelling in Duke’s penis 

Dr. Kate Baer swabs out Duke’s wound at his 

withers after fashioning Duke’s probang and 

ElasticON dressing. 
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Lady J Magnificent Easter Morn (Mo) and Lady J 
Magnificent Spunky Prince (Prince) arrived from 
Iowa in May of 2019. The two merry miniatures 
were tearfully donated by their owner who had 
encountered difficult life changes. The best bud-
dies were foaled just 3 weeks apart in 1998. 

In August of 2020, Becky Ballard tried out and 
then adopted Mo and Prince (who were described 
as the best with little kids) for her family of young-
sters. 

All of the kids fell in 
love with newly named 
Sherlock and Watson, 
but Becky had even 
more ambitious plans 
for the pair. She started 
to train them to be 
therapy animals for 
patients and caregivers 
at hospitals. 

Her cute boys have 
learned how to ride in 
elevators and stay calm 
in all situations with staff taking selfies and gather-
ing around in awe. Soon, they will be able to visit 

Where are They Now? - Mo and Prince 

patients of all ages when COVID restrictions lift. 

They have authorized identification badges and 
travel the hospital halls in their special blue boo-
ties. Watson and Sherlock still need to master stairs 
and toilet training—but hospitals are well equipped 
to deal with the latter. 

It is wonderful to find these two minis from Iowa 
now bringing joy to those in hospitals and nursing 
homes. Time for a selfie 

Compassion for  

animals is intimate-

ly connected with 

goodness of char-

acter; and it may be 

confidently assert-

ed that he who is 

cruel to animals 

cannot be a good 

man. 

– Schopenhauer 

The two badge wearing ambassadors are loved 

by all of the hospital staff 

Watson and Sherlock’s official volunteer  

service badges 

Brooklyn rode Sherlock (Mo) 

in a mini show—and won 1st 

place 

Thanks for visiting us 

Prince certainly is gentle with children 

Kyson tries out Mo’s 

Jogging Skills 
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I will never pay the ransom to the kill buyer to save 
a horse, BUT if someone else has paid the exorbi-
tant fee for a horse about to go to slaughter, Rocky 
Mountain Horse Rescue will provide the use of our 
quarantine pen for free. 

Kill buyers outbid other willing buyers at auctions 
in order to post those horses' pictures on their 
websites and threaten to ship them to slaughter in 
Canada or Mexico by the next Monday--unless 
someone pays the 'bail out' fee before that time. 

In July of 2021, Sally called me and said that she 
was paying the kill buyer $850 for a thin grey horse 
with terrible arthritic knees; and $900 for a tall dark 
bay thoroughbred who had been videoed galloping 
around in the kill pen. She asked if she could quar-
antine them at our ranch and we said yes (Horses 
who have been in the kill pen have been exposed 
to contagious diseases such as Strangles and must 
be isolated for at least 30 days a minimum of 150 
feet from all other horses). 

I told Sally that our quarantine pen was available, 
so she paid $125 to a person to haul the two geld-
ings from Ft. Collins to us. The boys arrived 
around midnight on August 3rd, so we had to use 
flashlights to help them step down out of the stock 
trailer. The bay stepped down just fine, but the 
grey, who could not bend his knees due to the 
arthritis, LEAPED out as if jumping a small 
stream. 

The next morning we assessed our two new pathet-
ic arrivals.  

Both horses had sores and wounds on them, but 
the bay (whom we named Trey) had a festering 
wound on his right hip. There were stallions mixed 
in with all the other horses in the kill pen and they 
sometimes bite mares, geldings, ponies and other 
animals to establish dominance. Sally saw a cham-
pion skijoring horse lying dead in the pen when she 
went to choose her two horses to save. (The skijor-
ing horse had been fine the week before.) 

Dr. Lois Toll from Littleton Equine Medical Cen-
ter did her initial evalu-
ation on August 4th.  

She noted that Trey 
showed signs of neuro-
logical problems such 
as instability, wobbly 
walk and a general lack 
of awareness of where 
his feet were. Dr. Toll 
said we could not trim 
his long hooves or let 
our volunteers be 
around Trey because 
he might fall on them. 
She also took blood 
from the emaciated 
grey, now called Aspen, because she suspected liver 
damage. 

A week later, she x-rayed Trey's neck and found 
that a broken bone was probably causing his disa-
bility.  

What a sad change from when Trey was videoed in 
the kill pen seemingly sound! Dr. Toll reported that 
Aspen did not have damage to his liver, but that 
his main problems were malnutrition and huge 
arthritic knees. 

Both horses are extremely kind and gentle and 
definitely have been well-bred, quality horses in 

Aspen's arthritic knees pre-

vent him from bending them 

Aspen (above) and Trey on Arrival 

Dr. Toll checks Aspen 

Dr. Toll x-rays Trey’s neck 

Saving just one 

horse will not 

change the world . 

. . . 

But it will surely 

change the world 

for that one horse 

The horrible bite wound on 

trey’s flank when he arrived 
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A good man will 

take care of his 

horses and dogs 

not only while 

they are young but 

also when they 

are old and past 

service. 

— Plutarch 

their earlier lives.  

Aspen's favorite thing in life is to be loved and he 
will block me from using the wheelbarrow so that I 
will pet him instead. He will even back up to me so 
I "must" rub his backside.  

After 30 days of quarantine, Trey and Aspen 
moved up to regular stabling since Dr. Toll felt 
that Trey was no longer in danger of collapsing on 
our farrier, Craig Reynolds. Craig was able to take 
off 1.25 inches off each front hoof; no wonder the 
poor horse tripped even when walking around.  

Saved from Slaughter (continued) 

In late September, Dr. Toll gave the two their year-
ly vaccinations, meaning that she felt that Trey 
would not have to be put down and the two horses 
had a future. YooHoo! 

Trey is becoming more aware of his surroundings 
and will even lie down and roll in the mud after a 
rain--and stand up with no problem. Aspen always 
sleeps standing up because he can't bend his knees. 

Currently, in mid-October, our two boys are fed 
twice a day. Trey and Aspen are separated at feed-
ing time so that Trey can get some special medica-
tions in his grain for his wound. They spend the 
rest of the time together happily sharing the never 
ending piles of hay. 

It's unbelievable that two awful people sent these 
two wonderful horses to auctions in order to get a 
last bit of money out of them or to avoid paying 
for their proper care. (I would like to find the 
sellers and aggressively inform them of their 
h o r s e s ’ 
fates.) How-
ever—from 
now on our 
two 26 year 
old best 
friends will 
always have 
e x c e l l e n t 
v e t e r i n a r y 
care and 
loving sup-
port until 
they leave 
our rescue 
upon receiv-
ing their 
angel wings.  

—Bini 

Aspen — 24 days later 

Trey today—still working through fitness issues  

but looking handsome  

Aspen today with Bini performing her  

mandatory rubbing/scratching duty 

Farrier Craig Reynolds 

trims Trey 

Trey’s left front 

hoof before trim 

Correct me if I’m wrong but this 

is a hundred times better than 

growing up with a cell phone 

in his hand!!! 



cover the costs of feed and maintenance 

BRONZE - pay $50 a month to help cover the 

cost of care 

Some of our many friends of RMHR have gone 

above and beyond their multiple hours volunteer-

ing by sponsoring some of their favorite rescue 

horses.  

After many years of discussion, RMHR has formal-

ized a horse sponsorship program. We have three 

levels of sponsorship: 

GOLD- pay all costs including board, feed, farrier, 

and all veterinary (except for major surgery exceed-

ing $4,000 to save a life) 

SILVER - pay $200 a month to RMHR to help 

RMHR Sponsorship/Foster Program 
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Meggan 

Brovege 

(GOLD)  

is sponsoring  

Both Indi (who 

had been horri-

bly wounded 

on his neck) 

and Rockaway 

Babe (who had 

been starved 

and was cov-

ered with 

ticks)  

Nancy Loftus  

(Bronze) 

Nancy Loftus is a 

bronze sponsor of 

Twiz, our gaited 

gelding, who is a 

registered Rocky 

Mountain Horse. 

Nancy would like 

to try riding Twiz, 

but for now she is 

content to give him 

lots of love from 

the ground. 

Carol Richardson  

(Silver)  

is sponsoring her 

beloved Arabian, 

Amiri—-with the 

hope of adopting 

her in the future. 

Carol gets along 

with Amiri during 

the days she is in 

"heat"; and wants a 

little too much 

attention and 

touching. She has 

also ridden her all over the ranch. 

Laura Hansen  

(Silver)  

is a silver sponsor of two our horses 

that live together. She loves both 

Easton, a thoroughbred; and Snow-

flake, who has a painful eye condi-

tion. Because Snowflake requires 

daily food supplements we have to 

grain both horses (so Easton won't 

eat Snowflakes supplements). Easton 

love this arrangement since he really 

needs no grain at all. Laura not only 

sponsors Easton and Snowflake but 

cleans pens, grooms and sponsors 

our porta potty. 

Melanie Hood  

(GOLD) 

Besides volunteering, Mela-

nie is taking care of our minia-

ture Peaches n' Cream. Mel is 

even training her little one 

on how to pull a cart. 

Alexa Gutierrez  

(BRONZE)  

is a bronze spon-

sor of blue eyed 

Lexi II. She has 

bought her a fly 

mask and fancy fly 

sheet to ward off 

stinging insects. 

She comes out to 

visit her beloved 

horse often. 

Jill Kluge  

(BRONZE)  

Jill Kluge loves  

Buttercup whom we got at 

auction in Fort Collins. Jill 

also spends countless hours 

volunteering and cleaning  

additional pens. 
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farther into his gums in order to remove the tiny 
marble sized nubbins. 

By November 1st all surgeries were complete and 
Dark Chips was a happy camper. He gets a fairly 
large serving of grain and some hay (largely to keep 
him busy) at each meal. He is a very kind horse and 
gets lots of treats since, without his incisors, he can 
no longer hold in his tongue and the volunteers 
can't resist that face! 

—Bini  

Our wonderful 26 
year old thorough-
bred, Dark Chips 
arrived on June 3, 
2021. The brand on 
his left shoulder was 
f rom Sombrero 
Ranch in Estes Park 
which rents trail 
horses out for in-line 
walking rides. We 
think he was proba-
bly the world's worst 
dude horse since he 
raced in his early 
career. 

He was a little under-
weight and the cause was discovered when Dr. 
Kate Baer of Mobile Veterinary Services evaluated 
his mouth and found that he suffered from 
EOTRH (Equine Odontoclastic Tooth Resorption 
Hypercementosis).  

EOTRH is a condition that affects mainly senior 
horses, causing the roots of the incisors to dissolve, 
and calcium to form around the dissolving roots. 
It's very painful, and the only treatment is extrac-
tion of the affected teeth. Dr. Baer said that Chips' 
case was the worst she had ever seen and all of his 
incisors would need to be extracted. 

Luckily his molars were not too bad, so he would 
still be able to chew hay.--and TREATS. However, 
Chips would never be able to graze because with-
out his incisors, it would be impossible to grab 
blades of grass. 

Dr. Shane Baird and Dr. Baer conducted four dif-
ferent surgeries for the needed tooth work. It had 
to be broken into four sessions as he needed time 
to recover between his ordeals. Each time, this very 
'patient' patient had to be tranquilized in order to 
have some his 12 incisors removed. 

X-rays revealed a few nubbins (probably portions 
of the calcified roots, hidden behind some of the 
upper and lower incisors. Dr. Baird had to cut 

Dark Chips 

Dr. Baird examines Chips' incisors 

Dr. Baird and Dr. Baer x-ray Chips mouth 

Chips’ badly infected and loose incisors just 

prior to the 1st surgery 

Dr. Baer pulls Chips' incisors 

Anatomy of a horse mouth 

Healthy Incisors 

Eight of 12 incisors Dr. Baer and  

Dr. Baird had to remove 

X-ray revealed some nubbins 

hidden in back of infected 

incisors 

Chips sticks his tongue 

out at a volunteer 

(actually he can’t keep it 

in due to dental work) 
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Tiny Tim has 

always been a 

favorite since he 

arrived at the 

Ranch on June 

24, 2018. He had 

been rescued 

from a kill pen 

in Fort Collins 

w he r e  t he y 

c a l l e d  h i m 

"Cutie" and was 

on his way , with 

another rescued 

horse, to Louisi-

ana. The stock 

trailer he rode in 

was pulled by a 

caring couple. Unfortunately, the couple were in a 

traffic accident in Denver and had to find a place 

to unload and board the two animals while their 

vehicles were repaired. We were contacted and 

offered to take the horses temporarily. We encoun-

tered a big problem when we tried to unload the 

little mini who was riding in the front section of 

the trailer separated by a damaged gate. We could-

n't budge the gate so we had to go to Plan B. This 

meant pulling the little guy out of a 3' x 3' escape 

door and sliding him down a ramp to get him out. 

We made a little tarp covered shelter for him so he 

could be isolated from our healthy horses. We 

discovered that he was two years old and still a 

stallion with undescended genitals. He also had 

very weak hindquarters and wobbled on his hind 

legs when he walked around. 

I fell in love with the critter, and based on his limp, 

named him Tiny Tim. We offered to buy him from 

the girl in New York who had paid his ransom to 

the kill buyer. She would not take a check--instead 

insisting on cash so she could bail out another 

horse. 

After Tim regained his strength, Dr. Gary Pallaoro 

of Golden Animal Hospital was kind enough to do 

the extremely difficult operation of castrating a 

cryptorchid (a medical term that refers to the fail-

ure of one or both testicles to descend into the 

scrotum) in January 2019. 

Our new gelding was adored by everyone at the 

Rescue. By 2020, our super helper, Bill Polzin, 

couldn't resist him any longer. He just had to adopt 

him so that he could be with him 24/7. So on May 

15, Bill officially adopted Tiny Tim and took him 

to his forever home where he would live with 

other horses and Bill's massive Clydesdale. 

The interaction between 32" tall Tim and the full 

size horses is hilarious. He runs, plays and bucks 

with all of his new 'overgrown' brothers. 

Bill often takes Tim to events just so everyone can 

rush over to pet and take selfies with this adorable 

little guy. 

Neighbors frequently see Jami (Bill's wife) taking 

her favorite little horse our for a walk. Everyone 

stops to pet him and one neighbor commented, 

"That's a mighty fat dog you have." 

Tiny Tim is home at last!!! 

—Bini 

Tim on arrival in his tarp/

paneled shed and pen (note 

the weird stance of his hind 

legs) 

Bill and Tim spend some quality time together 

Tim and Jami go for a walk  

Tim and his new barn mates have become  

fast friends 

“yum, tastes like chicken.” 

“Why Yes, I’ll guide your 

sleigh tonight.” 
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The greatness of  

a nation and its  

moral progress  

can be judged by 

the way its  

animals are  

treated. 

– Mahatma Ghandi 

Taking Wormer: YOU'RE TAKING DEWORM-
ER/IVERMECTIN? ON PURPOSE? Do you 
want mine? I'll happily give it to you. But I don't 
understand. Are you eating horse poop? Grazing in 
the field? They tell me I have to take it because you 
can get worms from poop, dirt and your friends. 
Maybe we should get less wormy friends, that's 
what I say. Dewormer is gross. It makes my lip curl 
and I can't taste anything but pretend apple flavor-
ing for the whole day. And I don't eat poop. So, 
yes, you can have my dewormer. 

Spray Tans: Actually, I understand this pretty well. 
I've always wanted to be a Chestnut myself. How-
ever, I'm not a fan of being sprayed. Ask anyone 
who's tried to give me a bath. 

Sports: As near as I can tell, sports are something 
where a bunch of you run around getting sweaty, 
and a bunch of you sit around watching and yell-
ing. What are you yelling about? If the sportsters 
aren't doing a good job, why don't you help them? 
And why are they running around in the first place? 
They seem like they're chasing things. Sometimes I 
chase Cowboy and I get yelled at. Are you telling 
them to stop it? I understand you also "pay" to go 
watch and yell, which I assume means you give 
them some of your carrots; which is obviously 
ridiculous. I would never give away my carrots. 

Speaking of carrots, I heard about Trick or Treat-
ing, where you go door to door in disguise, begging 
for food. Now, this is an idea I can really get on 
board with. Do I have to wear a disguise though? 
Is that so I can go back later, and they won't know 
it's me, and they'll give me more food? Would 
something like this work at feeding time at the 
horse rescue? Asking for a friend. . . . 

—Jojo 

It seems like being a person is very confusing. My 
butler Kris tells me about all these person things 
that people do, and I have a lot of questions. For 
example: 

Selfies: I gather that a "selfie" is a picture you take. 
Of yourself. Now, I'm not very tall, and my legs are 
not very long, so maybe I'm confused; but wouldn't 
you people look better from farther away than your 
arm? And why are you taking a picture of yourself? 
Don't you know what you look like? I know what I 
look like, and I only get to use my water tank as a 
mirror. When I get my picture taken, someone else 
does it. Like one of my fans or friends. Maybe you 
guys need some fans or friends. 

Plastic Surgery: This confuses me because why 
don't you just chew on the plastic yourself? I had a 
water bottle in my pen one time and I just gnawed 
on it. I didn't need the vet to come cut it up for 
me. Wait. Kris says I have no idea what I'm talking 
about. Maybe we'll come back to this one later. 

Social Media: Apparently this is some way of com-
municating without actually being in the same place 
with each other. I sort of get this, because when my 
roommate Cowboy leaves and I can't see him I 
whinny loudly as I can and he whinnies back. I 
guess we're 'social Media-ing'. But you people have 
hands. Why don't you just open the gate and go 
where the person you're talking to is? That's what 
I'd do, if I had hands. 

Refusing to be Vaccinated: Well boy, I can really 
relate to this. I myself refuse to be vaccinated every 
year. I run away and then when they catch me, I 
rear and buck. One time, I refused so much they 
put a twitch on me. You guys who refuse to be 
vaccinated are really not going to like the twitch. 
Take it from me. 

JoJo’s Corner 

JoJo and JoJo’s butler, Kris 

take a “selfie” 

Adoption Updates 

An update 

on Spirit. 

He was 

adopted by 

Dee Dayen 

in 2015. He 

also drives 

as part of  

a four mini 

horse 

hitch. 
An update on Harry (whose adoption, we high-

lighted in last year’s newsletter). He and his 

new owner have moved to Washington State 

and are thriving together. 
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  Rebecca Johnson Horse Shows 

For the second year, in a row, Rebecca Johnson 

and our friends at InStride, Inc. did their “ribbon 

buy back” program at their horse shows. The “buy 

back” program allows exhibitors at their shows to 

choose to donate money to Rocky Mountain 

Horse Rescue in lieu of accepting their ribbons. 

Thanks so much to InStride and all the exhibitors 

who gave up their hard-earned ribbons to give us a 

donation. 

—Kris 

Entrenched  

ignorance  

masquerades as  

tradition 

— anonymous 

Unique Fundraisers 

We had some great feedback from competitors - 

some that were using it as prep for the upcoming 

season, and some who were just dipping their toes 

into the world of showing, or a new discipline. We 

enjoyed it so much, we may do it all again so stay 

tuned! 

—Amy and Natalie 

The Quarantine Classic 

Every year, the ladies of Colorado Safari like to do 
something to give back to the community. After 
missing a show season and having limited barn 
opportunities amidst the pandemic, we decided to 
put on a virtual show, and thus the (still in) Quar-
antine Classic was born. Pulling together some of 
our various horsey contacts resulted in what we 
think was a pretty awesome event - a 
Big "R" hunter judge (Kris Nixon), an 
esteemed Grand Prix dressage competi-
tor and judge (Sue Martin), and help 
with sponsorship from our locally 
owned tack store, Colorado Tack and 
Supply. 

We had 84 competitors, 29 dressage 

tests from training to 3rd level, 169 

hunter rounds from pile of poles to 

2'9", 13 obstacle course participants, 

and a photo class. All riders of course 

received a placing and a score, but 

here's the big draw - hunter riders also 

received feedback from judge Kris Nix-

on on their rounds. ALL of the entry 

fees from these classes went to Rocky 

Mountain Horse Rescue in the amount  

of $5,655.00! 

Rebecca Johnson gives a donation to Kris Nixon 

at the conclusion of the her 2021 Horse Show 

Amy Englert and Natalie Quarantino present Bini, Kris and 

Molly a check for $5,655.0 from the Quarantine Classic  

Donated Concert Tickets 

Antonia Bunaes, friend of 

Emily Kil, decided to donate 

Jimmy Buffet tickets she 

could  not use to RMHR as a 

fund raiser. Emily got Steph-

anie Shea involved who de-

cided that a Buffet themed 

sale ad to sell them was in 

order. She took a picture of 

Inky and photoshopped the 

Facebook post below. 

Thanks Emily, Steph and 

Antonia! 

—Rob 

RMHR is now on Amazon Smile. To contribute to RMHR, Simply 

browse to smile.amazon.com, login with your amazon credentials 

and Amazon will donate to RMHR, at no cost to you. Same  

products, same prices, same service.  
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Tuesday, De-

cember 7th is  

C o l o r a d o 

Gives Day. 

Every non-

profit receiv-

ing a donation 

on Colorado 

Gives Day 

receives a por-

tion of the $1 

million Incen-

tive Fund, 

increasing impact and the value of every dollar 

donated.  Please remember us on 12/7 or schedule 

a donation today.  

Answers on page 18. Can you match these 9 photos to 9 of our board 

members. Kate Corcoran and Carole Kenney could 

not find a picture.  

RMHR—Board Member Match Game 

Board Members /Staff 

President Bini Abbott (303) 424-0037 

Vice President Ranya Kelly (303) 431-0904 

Treasurer Kate Corcoran (303) 829-4705 

Secretary Mary Norden (303) 978-1850 

Western Colorado/Fund Raising Ruth Ann Burnett (970) 245-7774 

Horse Welfare Consultant Carole Kenney (303) 910-9410 

Special Events/Volunteers Stefanie Shea (860) 878-2303 

Volunteers/Adoptions Emily Kil (860) 885-9559 

Northern Colorado Laura Gill (970) 371-1446 

Eastern Colorado Kris Nixon (303) 910-1689 

Veterinarian Advice Lois Toll, DVM (303) 794-6359 

Other Supporting Staff 

Website & Newsletter Rob Nixon (303) 208-1898 

Facilities & Heavy Equipment Bill Polzin (303) 906-8509 

Riding her self-trained 

mustang stallion 

"Desert Star" 

Trail riding on  

her pony 

Winner at  

Age 2 

Age 8 on her  

pony at  

a horse show 

Age 13 on her stallion  

at a horse show 

Age 7 on  

Saddlebred mare 

"Sweet Dreams" 

Age 13 on her 1st  

horse "Justin" 

Lead Line winner on shetland  

pony "Spunky" 

With her colt she later  

broke to saddle 
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Our Anderson Slings have been borrowed five 
times in 2021. Although no one needed help in 
2020, this year we had both our large and our me-
dium slings out at the same time. 

Two times, the slings were picked up too late to 
help the suffering horses. 

One horse had contracted West Nile and been 
down for days. The care owner arrived at RMHR 
so we could give them quick instruction and pack 
all the needed equipment in their truck. Our tripod 
legs can be broken down into interlocking seg-
ments since the 10' assembled pipes are difficult to 
transport. Unfortunately, the horse's attending 
veterinarian felt that the poor horse was beyond 
help--so our sling was returned unused. 

The other time, some loving owners borrowed the 
medium sling for their desperately thin Baskir 
Curly who was down against a corral panel at a 
boarding stable. They were able to lift the gelding 
with the help of the sling and tripod. The poor boy 
was so weak that he couldn't stand even with the 
help of his veterinarian who tried everything in her 
power to help him. The vet felt that he was too 
emaciated and had no chance of a meaningful re-
covery or life. SO the decision to end his suffering 
was made. 

Our third occasion in May 2021 was when our 
friend Ann Hanna drove over 100 miles to borrow 
our sling for a boarder's sick horse. At the same 
time, Becky Thompson needed a sling to try to 
save her small draft mare. Although the chest piece 
was attached under the tail, and the back end piece 
was attached around her chest; it worked perfectly!! 

2021 Rescue Equipment Use 

The fifth request was in October when a horse 
could not maintain his balance if a fourth leg was 
lifted in order to trim his hooves. Our sling and 
tripod helped him to stand on three legs so the 
farrier could accomplish the task. 

Although our slings have traveled to Alaska twice 
(while filmed on Animal Planet and National Geo-
graphic Wild), we are very thankful that we have 
these resources to lend to owners who need our 
help in Colorado or elsewhere.   —Bini  

Miscellany 

From the owner:  

April 15 — As of this morning, Barbie (pictured) is 

still on her feet. Stiff and moving slowly, but not 

down. Will keep everyone up on her progress. 

Thank you so much RMHR for helping us. She 

would not be with us today if it had not been for 

you. 

Kris Nixon - dressed for the 

ball after winter feeding 

The Anderson Sling is the 

last chance for a desperate-

ly thin Baskir Curly 
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Free Use of  Rescue Equipment 

Large Animal Lift 

Used to lift a down (recumbent) horse to get it on 

its feet—e.g. out of a ditch or off a road. The LAL 

can be applied by one or two people in as little as 

five minutes to a horse with little or no sedation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAL can be put on from the back negating the 

chance of getting kicked by flailing legs. The LAL 

is designed to maintain an animal on its feet for 

short periods. 

The Anderson Sling 

Available in large, medium, and foal sizes. The 

sling uses straps, pads and pulleys to lift and sup-

Provided by Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue/ Bini Abbott, 9190 Alkire St., Arvada, CO 80005,  

(303) 424-0037, www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Equipment available to rescue 

by helicopter 

Barbaro being 

supported in an  

Anderson Sling  

We rescued a horse out of a swim-

ming pool with our sling 

 

port a horse while shifting his weight to his skeletal 

structure rather than pressure points. May be used 

long term, but only for several hours a day. 

Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Glide with  

Slipsheets 

For sliding a recumbent horse 

out of a field or into a stall 

or trailer. 

The Dura-Pik Tripod  

Shown supporting “Lucky” – 

the practice horse model for 

training personnel in the use 

and application of the rescue 

equipment—made available by 

Horses Forever, contact 

S h i r l e y  H o f f m a n 

( 3 0 3 )  6 5 1 - 3 0 7 0  o r 

www.horsesforever.org, email 

at admin@horsesforever.org. 

Quick Corral 

Five foot long sections can be quickly assembled to 
create an emergency enclosure and are in  

two bags for car or trailer transport 



Up for Adoption 

Maggie is a lovely 22 year old 

who had never been ridden until 

four years ago. Still green, she is 

looking for an experienced rider, 

but has a breathing  

problem so no fast riding. 

Lexi II is a registered Paint 

with blue eyes. Companion 

only because of ringbone. 

She’s tall, loving and easy 

going around other horses. 

Lexi is a great 17 year old Thorough-

bred mare rescued from a kill buyer in 

2018. She requires a fairly  

experienced rider. 

Visit our website: 

www.rockymountainhorserescue.org  

and call (303) 424-0037 for changes  

in adoptable horses! 

Two Missouri Foxtrotters  

coming in soon! 
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Eddie is a 24 year 

old registered 

paint who is quiet 

and forgiving un-

der saddle and can 

be ridden English 

or Western on 

trails or in the 

ring. 

Elle is a 20 year 

old Quarter 

Horse mare is a 

sweetheart to 

take care of and 

would be great as 

a companion 

horse. 
Twiz is a registered 16 year old Rocky Mountain Horse. His gaited breed is used 

for trail and pleasure. His nickname is “Beach Boy” because of his bleached look-

ing forelock. Twiz requires a very  knowledgeable adopter. 

Chips is a 25 year old  

Thoroughbred who has had exten-

sive dental work. Our understand-

ing is that he is sound and rideable 

but we have yet to evaluate him 

personally as we’ve been dealing 

with his teeth. 



were going to be in the area to visit with 

family). 

They arrived from Florida on February 

12th offering to do whatever chores 

they could to help out. Toni Rautus and 

Emily Kil were on hand to greet the 

three visiting teachers and two of their 

local friends. Unfortunately, the day 

turned out to be one of the coldest of 

the year and the ground was frozen. The 

ladies’ resolve to labor was strong and 

so they spent the better part of the day, 

grooming a 

number of 

horses. 

We are so 

honored to 

have hosted 

them and 

thank them 

for their 

“Labor of 

Love“. 

—Bini 

From Florida to Colorado 

No one in Florida, or for that matter, the nation, 

will forget Valentine's Day in 2018 when a former 

student senselessly took the lives of 14 students 

and three teachers at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School. 

We were amazed to receive a call early this year by 

a teacher from the school asking us if she and two 

of her peers could honor one of the fallen staff 

members (a horse lover) by giving a day of service 

at the Rescue in remembrance of their friend (they 
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managed the whole endeavor. Thank 

you for your service and the very nice 

donation through Colorado Gives the 

next day. 

—Bini 

Credit Union of Colorado 

Ten caring employees from the Credit Union of 

Colorado, Arvada Branch, arrived on October 11 

to volunteer at our Rescue. We spent the first hour 

showing them all of 

our 'charges' and shar-

ing the story of how 

they came to the res-

cue. They spent the 

next hour shoveling, 

raking and generally 

doing the daily chore 

of cleaning up after the 

horses. What a great 

group of people who 

chose RMHR as their 

non-profit for a 'day of 

service'. We could not 

have accommodated so 

many people had it not 

been for the help of 

regular volunteer Nan-

cy Million, who mostly 

Great Group Volunteers 

Yum 

Unsold cookies were donated by two 
girl scout troops as snacks for our 
volunteers. We all fought over the 
boxes of thin mints. 

Both troops toured the rescue and 
were able to meet, pet and feed treats 
to the horses they had read about in 
the newsletter. 

All of the scouts seemed to enjoy their 
visit—while we certainly enjoyed their 
donations. 

—Bini 

The crew from the Credit Union of Colorado pose with our new 

shetlands, Tony and Cheyenne 
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It’s been another incredible year. Through the 
tragedy and upheaval of the past few years we 
have seen some of the most heartwarming and 
kindest of actions. We’ve received countless 
inquiries (from young, old, local and across the 
country; even internationally) about volunteer-
ing, helping with the horses and donations. We 
wanted to highlight a couple of these kind acts. 

 

Kiele’s Letter 

We received this wonderful letter from a little 
girl with big ideas and questions. Kiele will have 
to wait until the COVID pandemic is complete-
ly under control. We will then welcome her for 
a tour and petting party. 

 Celebrating Samson 

JoAnne Stratton had a great idea--to hold a party 
for her beloved gelding, Samson, on his 30th birth-
day. 

So she 
sent out 
f o r m a l 
invitations 
to his 
m a n y  
h u m a n 
friends to 
ce lebrate 
Samson's 
special day 
on Sunday 
May 16th. 
She noted 
that in lieu 
of presents, donations in his honor could be used 
to raise funds for Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue. 

Although Samson would have probably preferred 
carrots and treats, his birthday bash at Columbine 
Stables pro-
duced a won-
derful dona-
t i o n  f o r 
RMHR. 

Kudos to 
JoAnne and 
Tom, Samson 
and all of his 
caring sup-
porters. 

—Bini  

29 years ago 

Party goers love samson (JoAnne is on the right 

in the left hand picture) 

A good time was had by all 
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Desiree Davis and her 17-year old daughter, Claire, 
had their horses at Rebecca Johnson's InStride 
stable in 2013. Claire competed at numerous horse 
shows over fences with her warmblood, Graphite. 
On the tragic day of December 13th, 2013, Claire 
was in the hallway of her Arapahoe High School 
when a fellow student holding a rifle shot her. (The 
disgruntled student was searching for his debate 
teacher who had ejected him from the debate team 
earlier.) Sorrowfully, Claire passed away eight days 
later. 

Where are They Now? - Amber 
We later dedicated our jumping arena as the Claire 
Davis Memorial Arena in tribute to our remarkable 
friend. 

In September of 2015, we received a call from 
Rebecca Johnson needing a reliable trail horse for 
Desiree because her own horse was a little too 
excitable. We gave her the perfect horse for that 
job—a Haflinger mare named Amber. 

Desiree and 
Amber now 
travel all over 
the countryside 
and have even 
tried a little 
jumping. (One 
time Desiree got 
dumped over 
cross poles.) 

Desiree wrote 
t o  R M H R , 
"Amber is a 
gentle soul . . . . 
perfect for me 
in every way!" 

—Bini 

  
Desiree and Amber trail ride 

through a stream 

Honoraria 

 Ruth Ann Burnett in honor of Bini Abbott, Kris 
& Rob Nixon  

 Denise Kay in honor of Abigail Guhman 

 Chris & Andy Hancock in honor of Bini Abbott 

 Jenny Pickett in honor of Cathy Hupka 

 The Credit Union of Colorado—Arvada Branch 
in honor of RMHR 

 Michele Irwin in honor of Jeremy Irwin 

 Dylan Shelofsky in honor of Lucie Shelofsky 

 Jessica Taylor in honor of Roberta Taylor 

 Anonymous in honor of Shannon Ryan-Cebula 

 Heidi Saltzman in honor of Tom Reeves 

 Yvonne Luna in honor of Clara 

 Valerie Starke, Susan Scott, Ronald Hull, Nancy 
Stanescoi, Cynthia Kebba, Anita Anderson, 
Dene Engelking, Kim Leaman, RA Burrell, 
Mary Clare Sharp, MH Hillard, Susan Brusha-
ber, Kathleen Jagger, James Blankenship Jr., 
Terri Auerbach, Stefanie Vasques, Marcia 
Malone, Tommie Evans, Jenny Albietz, Suzy 
Hiskey, Scott Henry, George Johnson, Rena 

Memorials & Honoraria 
Grayson Julie Essex, Keith & Diane Bennett, 
and Alison Rabinoff in honor of Samson 

 Lori Kennedy in honor of Duke 

 Lee Kirsch in honor of Murdock & Sierra 

Memorials 

 Kathryn Sibley, Jacqui Mercer, Jean Sibley in 
memory of Richard Sibley 

 Daisy Shepherd in memory of Donna Rae Pugh 

 Lenore Mitchell  & Wendy Covert in memory 
of Jennifer Hancey 

 Megan O’Meara in memory of Joe McClure 

 Littleton Equine Medical Center in memory of 
Candy Grey 

 Jacquiline Smith Wagoner in memory of Nor-
man & Elsie Smith 

 Dena Boutwell in memory of Janet Williams 

 Cathy Eberhard in memory of Doug Eberhard 

 Barb Suderman in memory of Katie & Jake 
Sudermann 

 Ben & Laurie Duke in memory of Maud Duke 

 Gina White in memory of Samson Miller 

 Kristine Smith in memory 
of Michelle 

 Leslie Stohlgren in memory 
of Another Moment AKA 
Temple 

 Ruth Ann Burnett in 
memory of Nickers, 
Michelle’s Magic and Char-
lene’s Geronimo 

 Susan McOllough in 
memory of Sunny 

 Alicia Whitt in memory of 
Macy 

 Pat Spetz in memory of all 
our departed horse souls 

 Dave & Shirley Thomas in 
memory of Doc 

 Melanie Wagner & Lori 
Reisig in memory of Mesa 

Desiree and Amber 

perfect together 

Entrance to the Claire Davis Memorial Arena 
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1. Kris Nixon - Large "R" rated Hunter Jumper 
judge; head honcho on feeding and medica-
tions 

2. Laura Gill - owner/breeder Stone Dance 
Thoroughbreds; building her own home in-
cluding installing her own electrical  

3. Stephanie Shea - sells stuff for us on eBay 
while pursuing post-graduate studies at School 
of Mines 

4. Dr. Lois Toll - immensely popular Veterinari-
an at Littleton Equine Medical Center 

5. RuthAnn Burnett - raises money for RMHR; 

Board Member Match Game Answers 

still riding and working her ranch including 
irrigating 

6. Bini Abbott - benevolent dictator of RMHR; 
bogged down with never-ending bookwork 

7. Mary Norden - retired intensive care nurse; 
husband and daughters are all fire fighters 

8. Emily Kil - new volunteer mentor; Pony Club 
Instructor; teacher of K-4 computer technolo-
gy  

9. Ranya Kelly - heads The Redistribution Cen-
ter benefitting veterans and others in need 

RMHR’s 2021 in a Meme 

because that's where we've chosen to fit in. We 
take in horses that probably no one else wants. 
They're sick, they're skinny, they're old. We do it 
knowing this is their last stop. It's a terrible busi-
ness model. It makes me a little nuts sometimes. 
But when I look 
around at all these 
sad creatures and 
know that they'll 
never have another 
day where no one 
cares if they live or 
die, it seems pretty 
worth it. 

— Kris 

I think this year we've taken in some of our most 
difficult and expensive horses. The average age of 
the horses we've taken in this year is about 25, and 
they have all come with multiple heath issues. I've 
actually had people ask why we don't just euthanize 
these old guys. Why we take in horses that are 
unadoptable even when we get them to their best 
possible shape. Sometimes my answer is, "I don't 
know" to be perfectly honest. It's hard. It's expen-
sive. It's depressing sometimes.  And it rarely re-
sults in big adoption days. But most of the time, 
my answer is, "Why are these old, ‘used up’ horses 
any less worthy of a life than a young horse?" 

I think our focus is different than a lot of the res-
cues, and maybe not even on purpose, but just 

This Old Horse 

Patch, a recent arrival 

Arizona Visitors 

To get a great photo of horse with ears up, 
have another person open an umbrella, shake 
a can of grain, throw a bag in the air, or im-
personate a cheerleader (complete with pom 
pom). 

Leslie Stohlgren and friends Gail 
French, Kaycee Desmarteau and Lynn 
Kitzmiller were in town and stopped by 
RMHR. Bini, Penny and Dexter led the 
walking tour of the rescue. 

Cindy Morrison pauses while unloading the third 
of three truckloads of donated supplies. 

Donations Perfect Horse Pictures 

four out of three 

people struggle 

with math 
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Thank You Contributors! 

Our heartfelt thanks to our generous contributors. 
You have given us your time, talent, supplies, cash 
and even moral support since 2004. We wouldn’t 
be successful without you! 

Cash Contributors—Dec. 2020- Nov. 16, 2021 
Up to $49 

Irene Coleman, Kathleen Bussa, Lynn Wyman, 

Helen Davies, Carola & Robert Tschiemer, Betty 

Kunzman, Wendy Covert, Kate Sibley, Valerie 

Starke, Susan Scott, Nancy Stanesco, Anita Ander-

son, Kim Leaman, RA Burrell, Mary Claire Sharp, 

Terri Auerbach, Tommie Evans, Angela Zuccarelli, 

Jenni Foxworth, Roxy Swoboda, Sharon Balzano, 

Charlotte Jonas, Linda Loughrey, Rena Grayson, 

Karen & Lloyd Brady, Lee Kirsch, Jenny Albietz, 

Yvonne Luna, Suzy & Mike Hiskey, Toni Rautus, 

Dena Boutwell, Jenny Pickett, Lilly C. Martin, Eliz-

abeth Hauptman, Diane Huber, George Johnson, 

Margaret Tuttle, Steve & Martha Mortell  

$50-$99 

Jan Pelton, Marcia Malone, Anne Yates, Mike & 

Carolyn Gohar, Jan Goodrich, Walt Williams, Roxy 

Goss, Fred Mimmack, Betty Berry, Marta Schrein-

er, Glenna Day, Nancy Lloyd, Daisy Shepherd, 

Jacque Mercer, Sandra Sprude, Rachel Greenholz, 

Frie Family Foundation, Cynthia Kebba, Dene 

Engleking, Kathleen Jagger, Stefanie Vasquez, 

James Blankenship Jr., Margaret Tuttle, Doug 

Torza, Pat Spetz, Marion McCadden, Blackbaud 

Giving Fund, Alison Rabinoff, Brenna Cer, Denise 

Kay, Dylan Shelofsky, Heather Bruce, Jeff, Julie & 

Braden Lindsay, Jessica Dallow, John Nezbeth, 

Joyce M. Stiles, Bob & Linda Hrycaj, Michele Ir-

win, The Lawrence Family, The Lemmers, S. J. 

Lindwood, Brynn Epstein, Scott Henry, Flint 

Smith, Lynn Swanson, David & Abbygale Brause, 

Jessica E. Taylor, Malinda Jones  

$100-$199 

Judy Forman, Carol O’Meara, Sue Sturbaum, Wen-

dy Haas & Dan Jago, Margaret Henry, Jacqueline 

Smith Wagoner, Laura Laituri, Jill Billings, Capri-

corn Breeding Farm, Inc., Mary Norden, Vasco & 

Maggie Kazarov, Susan McOllough, Betty Heller, 

Jan & Ellie Wilkins, Pamela Harding, Suzi Sweitzer, 

John Sharp, Debra Panzarella, Victor Schramm Jr., 

Carolann Besch, Jean Sibley, Carolyn Moora, Neil 

Wieser, Ann Hanna, Jenny Alsberg, Samson’s 

Birthday Party, Joy Day Hale, Lori Kennedy, Mela-

nie Hood, Ruth Schrock, Helen Gridley, Patricia 

Rothdiener, Andrea van Meenen , Barb Suder-

mann, Christina Green, Chris & Andy Hancock, 

Dave and Shirley Thomas, Eric Frank, Gary Han-

son, Girl Scout Troop 60212, Jessica Stevens, Fox-

glen, Jody Marken, Keith & Diane Bennett, Linda 

Gavit, Lynne Cottrell, Meggan Brovege, Melanie 

Wagner & Lori Reisig, The Eckles Equines, Shan-

non Myers, Gina Miller White, Lora Popolizio, 

LeighAnn Macias  

$200-$249 

Carol Richardson, Nancy Loftus, Carole Kenney, 

Becky Osborne, Barbara Kil, Dick Hall, Katie Kel-

ler, Mary Miklos, Megan O’Meara, Debra Hayes, 

Jim Jordan, Carol Hall, Libby Stokes, Amazon 

Smile Customer Charity Program, Bridget Strang, 

Carol Slade, Heidi Saltzman 

$250-$349 

Kristine Smith, Barb Daniel, Marianna J. Lea, 

Stephanie Peterson, Sue Moore, Johnson and John-

son Matching Fund, Pat Burnett, Marilyn Golden, 

Suzi Conrad, Leah Rohwer, Leslie Stohlgren, Mar-

go Goldberger, Dianna Devore, Susan Brushaber, 

Leslie Stohlgren Training Stable, Alexa Gutierrez, 

Franci Martin, Leslie Senden, Brad Renner, Marie 

& Buck Frederickson, Emma Spofford, Tina Smith 

$350-$499 

Kirsten Valencia, The Baco Fund, Robert Taylor, 

Credit Union of Colorado 

$500-$749 

Roxanna Bergner, Bini Abbott, Carol Richardson, 

Jill Kluge, Ruthann Burnett, James & Daphne 

Bytnar Charitable Fund, Connie Caruso, Janus 

Henderson Foundation, Claire Gordon, Rebecca 

Johnson, Ben & Laurie Duke, Cresta & Lily Stew-

art, Joy Johnson, Travis and Shannon Cebula 

$750-$999 

Alicia Whitt, multiple purchasers at the 

Westernaire’s Tack Sale, Nikki Hoskinson, DMV 

Customers 

$1,000+ 

Shawn & Ford Schuman Foundation, Robin Intri-

bus, Lenore Mitchell, Cathy Eberhard, Kroger 

Customer Charity Program 

$1,500+ 

Littleton Equine Medical Services, Pauline Ayers-

Menk, The Benevity Impact Fund 

$2,000+ 

Nancy Gooding, Carrie DuPont, Hewlett Packard 

Around The Ranch 

A Stunning Summer Sunset  

Jeff Marshall, our volunteer 

electrician, surprised us with 

these nice holiday lights 

A beautiful spring sunrise 
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Matching Fund, Susan Frey Facebook Giving 

Tuesday Fundraiser (Aura Ayler, Susan Houser, 

Susan Chesnik, Patti Rhoades Rasmussen, Lynn 

Earl Gola McClanahan, Ann Livingston, Colleen 

Wreed Quick, Gill Kallenberger, Krista Bjorlin 

Carrothers, Andrea Van Meenen, Linda Gavit, 

Andrea Stegman, Ann Johnson Greene, Julie 

Dechant, Tracy Bunn Brooks, Rachel Katz Green-

holz, Jami Polzin, Kate Smith, Emily Kil, Mary 

Wickman, Kimber Dempsey, Amy Shields, Becky 

Hanson Osborne, Christine Remy, Susie Archer 

Baker, Alexia Honegger, Kristina McCombie, So-

phie Coffey, Gail Premetz-Gondek, Lora Sheetzio, 

Grant Muller, Susan Frey) 

$2,500+ 

The Precourt Foundation, Network for Good, 

Laura Hansen, Anonymous Donors 

$4,000+ 

Brian Crise 

$4,500+ 

Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust 

$5,000+ 

Amanda J. Hume, Natalie Quarantino and Amy 

Englert 

Contributors – Items 

Marcia Murphy – saddle, muck Wellingtons, cow-

girl boots, neatsfoot oil, horse book, breast collar, 

lunge line, two sets of reins and more; Cindy Mor-

rison – three truck trips of new tack, used tack, 

saddles, fly spray, meds, and tons more; Linda Mar-

ige – saddle blanket, two breast collars, hackamore 

bridle, new reins, grazing bits, Western bridle and 

tons more; Susan McOllough – new skidding har-

ness, bridle with blinkers, saddle with saddlebags, 

two draft halters, spurs; Anonymous – chaps, two 

standing martingales, wool cooler, break-away stir-

rups, super synthetic childs English saddle, two 

fleece English saddle pads; Robin Intribus – heated 

water buckets, clippers, meds, Easy Boot; Anony-

mous – propane water heater complete with dolly; 

Grant Newman – 100+ bales of Alfalfa hay; Ray 

Salinas – multiple gallons of barn red paint at a 

special price, brushes, etc.; Jenny Alsberg – 2 bags 

of senior feed, gazillion new breakaway halters; 

Lisa Kahle – 10 bales compressed hay, blankets, 

halters and more; Dave Martineau and Jill Billings 

– pants, bits, bridles, haynets, chaps, great winter 

blanket; Roxy Goss – giant bags (as big as an ele-

phant’s leg) of carrots; Opal Hilty – straw bales 

used from hay ride; Alisa Bilby – blanket for Amiri; 

Celia Thomas – tons of senior feed 50 lb bags; Jill 

Kluge – manure forks, two wheelbarrows; Chris 

Fouts – 50 lbs Performance 1.2, two 50lb bags of 

Amplify; Stephanie Hippel – blankets, halters, wa-

ter heater, leg wraps, ointment; Alicia Whitt & 

Boulder Creek Infusions—CBD Oil; Emily Kil – 

new manure rakes; Andrea Van Meenan – four 

bags of senior feed; Angie Kepler – many bales of 

alfalfa hay, fly traps; Ted and Peg Frost – 13 corral 

panels, gate; Becky Helms – 12 bags of Nutrena 

Senior; Marie Hackett – tons of feed and horse 

treats through Jax Ranch Supply; Andrew Eswein – 

two bales of hay; A Home for Every Horse – 40 

coupons for free Purina Senior; Faith Wille – 18 

bales of alfalfa; Pauline Ayers Menk – new Rambo 

72” stable sheet, two tubes of wound care; Doug 

Torza – tub of Insulin Wise; Anne Yates – two 

new small halter, two hang on food tubs; Amy 

Smith – 20 thick stall mats; Joyce Rutherford & 

Richard Kinney – Fabtron western saddle, two 

lunge lines, two flat buckets, winter blankets, two 

saddlepads; Jeff Marshall – lots of lumber 

Contributors – Manpower 

Melanie Hood, Mandy Reese, Jeff Marshall, Elisa 

Bilby-Kelly, Nancy Harts, Debbie Pickerill, Alana 

Brown, Ray Salinas, Randy Kerr, Jared Jensen, 

Toni Rautus, Nancy Million, Terry Michel, Kate 

The famous Standley Lake 

bald eagles return to the 

power pole on our land after 

losing their baby when the 

nest tree split and crashed 

to the ground 

Ranch Wildlife 

Sixteen cottontails enjoy a 

snack while the rescue  

horses eat dinner 

A great horned owl is a con-

stant visitor at dusk some-

times hooting his thoughts 

when disturbed 

Special Thanks to A Home 

for Every Horse in part-

nership with Purina who 

donated coupons for 40 

bags of Purina® Horse 

Feed 

Good friend Susan Frey created a facebook 

fundraiser for Giving Tuesday and got all her 

friends to donate to RMHR’s cause 



Thank You Contributors! 

Corcoran, Karyn 

Simpson, Bini 

Abbott, Mark 

Ladwig, Ramona 

Davis, Bobby 

Griesgraber, 

Stephanie Shea, 

Mary Norden, 

Emily Kil, Ryan 

Schields, Christie 

Barnett, Michele 

Patti, Cyndy 

Dominguez, 

Carol Richard-

son, Linda Cor-

tes, Laura Han-

sen, Jill Kluge, Dave Schlesselman, Maggen Noble, 

Amy Noble, Laura Quackenbush, Bill & Jami Pol-

zin, Rob & Kris Nixon, Dianna Lee Mayo, Karen 

Kah, Alexa Gutierrez, Katie DeSpain, Carrie 

DuPont, Lindsay Martin, Macy Petty, Allie Elsner, 

Stan & Kathy Konez, Birgit Blun, Craig Reynolds, 

Jordan Tyler, Leah Rohwer, Betty Berry, Kathi 

Pober, Susan Brushaber, Craig Martinez, Erin Ho-

gan, Sherri Lafferty, David Kruse, Margo Gold-

berger, Claudia Hogue, Patricia Lilliston, Rebecca 

Doyle, Robin Intribus, Danny Murphy, Emily 

Beam 

Sponsors/Foster Caregivers 

Melanie Hood, Meggan Brovege, Laura Hansen, 

Carol Richardson, Jill Kluge Alexa Gutierrez, Nan-

cy Loftus 

Transporters  

Laura Gill, Kris Nixon, Jenny Alsberg, Carolyn 

Kavinski, Wendy Haas & Dan Jago, Connie Caru-

so, Emily Kil, Becky Osbourne 
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Ranch Wildlife 

Killdeers are so brave, they 

will fake a broken wing to 

lure animals and people (even 

in cars) away from their nest 

or babies 

A cattle egret patrols the 

lake edge 

A group of mule deer bucks 

look in Kris and Rob Nixon's 

living room window 

Our wonderful friend Celia Thomas (AKA San-

ta’s helper) delivered a pallet of grain to the 

rescue. The first of TWO Pallets made possible 

by generous donations from lots of great 

friends.  

Ted and Peg Frost donated  

much needed corral panels 

to RMHR. We picked them up in 

our stock trailer donated by 

The Horse Protection League 

1. Create a digital account—A digital account is 
needed to participate in King Soopers/City Market 
Community Rewards. If you already have a digital 
account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your 
account so that all transactions apply toward the 
organization you choose. If you have a Shopper’s 
card but have never created a digital account; go to 
either: 

https://www.kingsoopers.com/account/create 

or  

https://www.citymarket.com/account/create/ 

If you have a Shopper’s Card but have never creat-
ed a digital account, you must do that first. After 
you have your account created then login and per-
form the following steps. 

2. Link your Card to an organization—Selecting 
the organization that you wish to support is as 
simple as updating the Community Rewards selec-
tion on your digital account. 

A. Sign-in to your digital account.  

B. Click on “My Account” 

C. Click on Community Rewards 

D. Search for “Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue” 
in the Find an Organization search box.  
Click on [Enroll]. 

E. DONE! RMHR displays in the Community 
Rewards section of your account.  

3. RMHR earns—Any transactions moving for-
ward using your grocery Shopper’s Card number 
associated with your digital account will be applied 
to the program, at no added cost to you. Kroger 
donates annually to participating organizations 
based on your percentage of spending as it relates 
to the total spending associated with all participat-
ing Krogers Community Rewards organizations. 

Need help? Contact: 

Email rockymountainhorserescue@gmail.com or 
Call Rob Nixon at (303) 204-1898 

Donate as you shop at King Soopers/City Market  
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Volunteers receive no pay, not because they are 

worthless, but  because they are priceless!  

Karyn Simpson takes a break while 30 year 

old Little Bit shows her approval 

Elisa Kelly exercises Maggie  

after a day of manual labor 

Karen Kah has to 

bend down to cuddle 

with Emmy 

Toni Rautus (longtime vol-

unteer and bird authority) 

Our Treasurer, Kate Corco-

ran,  works on  finances 

even after moving to Arizona 

Randy Kerr, and assistant, 

stop by to check on a malfunc-

tioning golf cart 

Rebecca Doyle takes a break 

to pet Chips (with tongue  

wagging) 

Jill Kluge throws her hands up in 

dismay after Pete and Tatiana 

knock over her wheelbarrow 

Farrier Craig Reynolds takes 

a break from trimming horses 

Katie DeSpain dove 

right in to shovel 

after her tour 

Nancy Million and Jill Wyrwa 

take a break from cleaning 

Lexi I's pen 

Cathi Pober & Betty Berry (who travel the 

longest distance to volunteer every Satur-

day) give love to Aspen and Trey 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Robin Intribus (donor of 

Patch) takes time to give Aspen 

much needed love 

Cyndy Domingues and Michelle Patti give spe-

cial attention to Dreamer and Rosie 

Stan & Kathy Konez volunteer weekly to shovel 

and rake while Lexi I contemplates producing 

additional manure 

Rob Nixon unloads new  

Shetland pony, Cheyenne 

Connie Caruso always visits 

with treats and  also hauls 

horses for us 

Ray Salinas helps maintain our fleet 

of wheelbarrows AND gets us great 

discounts on paint for sheds 

Long time volunteers, donors and transporters for RMHR 

Michelle McDaniel and Colleen Popick,  

owners of St. Vrain Block 

'Saturday Linda' Cortes 

shows off our new outhouse 

donated by volunteer and 

sponsor Laura Hansen (now 

volunteers can stay longer?) 

Jordan Tyler stops by to help 

out before heading to Wiscon-

sin for six months with his 

National Guard Unit 



Our Wonderful Volunteers 
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Nancy Harts, Debbie Pickerill and Alana Brown (our 

three mucketeers) show off their handiwork quickly 

before "Inspector" Amiri dumps it over 

Christie Barnett massages Duke while 

wearing her "May the Horse be With 

You" t-shirt 

David Kruse, our 

“energizer bunny”, is 

always helping out (even 

after dark in storms) 

Margo Goldberger and Murphy relax after a 

busy day of our gelding making manure piles and 

Margo shoveling them up 

Patricia Lilliston cheerfully rakes  

manure while JoJo adds MORE! 

Melanie Hood does double duty giving Lexi and 

October Sky their treats 

Bobby Griesgraber grabs a 

wheelbarrow to start pick-

ing up the never ending con-

tribution of manure 

Claudia Hogue gives Molly 

(who thinks she's starving) 

a huge carrot 

Mark Ladwig mows our field 

Laura Quackenbush poses 

with Cowboy 



Kris Nixon & Nancy Loftus shave Little Bit who 

was about to melt from her long winter coat 
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Craig Martinez and Erin  

Hogan are always  

willing to help 

Our special ex-neighbor, Jared Jansen, flew from his new home in 

Wisconsin to Colorado  to help out the rescue. Jared moved in the 

spring, selling his house and his equipment but committed to come 

back to Colorado and cut, rake and bale our hayfield (while train-

ing the equipment's new owner). To think that he would take a week 

off from his busy schedule to help us out is overwhelming.  

A huge thank you from all of us (and the critters)!  

What a great friend! 

Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Emily Kil and Ryan Shields  tag team a section of 

unruly fence in one of our older pens 

Bill Polzin taught Aspen 

(from the kill pen) how to 

accept treats 

Birgit Blun came clear from Germany to help 

out (actually she moved to Golden recently) 

Dianna Mayo pets 

our newest Shet-

land Pony, Tony 

Sherri Lafferty, a long 

time regular, Gets Elle’s 

mucking approval 

Birdwatchers Aaron Shipe 

and Mark Chavez clean out 

the barn owl nesting box. 

This is the first year we have-

n't had baby barn owls. We 

believe that a great horned 

owl has been territorial and 

scared them off. 



Our Anderson Sling traveled to 
Alaska twice and was featured on 

Nat Geo Wild and  
Animal Planet TV Shows 
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www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

100 Days later 

on Arrival 

Chance—Quarterhorse 
 Stallion 

Free 

Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue is now registered  
with Colorado Gives! This allows us to participate in 

Colorado Gives Day and provides a platform for  
all year giving via credit card 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 


