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His picture was posted on the Stroud, OK 
kill pen website--a horribly thin thorough-
bred with a kind eye. 

Usually the kill pen owner will video a guy 
riding the horse bareback with a halter in 
order to persuade someone to "rescue" the 
horse from impending slaughter in Mexico 
or Canada. However, the skinny gelding was 
in such terrible shape that no one got on 
him. A girl just led him at a walk. She then 
lifted (flipped) his upper lip to reveal his 
blurry illegible lip tattoo. (Thoroughbred 
horses registered with the Jockey Club must 
have their lip tattooed with a letter designat-
ing the year of birth and five other numbers 
which form their registration numbers. This 
must be done before they can enter a race. 
For example, a thoroughbred horse born in 

1997 would be 
tattooed with an 
"A" plus five 
numbers.  A 
horse born in 
2000 would 
have a "D" plus 
five numbers. 
The sight of this 
pathetic soul just 
made me sick 
and I couldn't 
get him out of 
my mind. My 

friend in Cali-
fornia, Lynn 
Wyman, who 

had alerted me to the website, agreed to pay 
the bail/ransom of $650.00 (I will never pay a 
ransom) while I paid the $1275.00 for trans-
portation from Oklahoma to our quarantine 
pen. 

His new name became Justin for "Just in 
Time".  

He arrived on September 6, 2022. The papers 
that came with him indicated that someone 
named Jane had originally "rescued" Justin 
from the O'Dwyer kill pen in Bowie, TX in 
February of 2022. She had problems with his 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Justin asks, “am I at a new kill pen?

The horrendous view of Justin’s topline 

when he arrived at RMHR

Justin’s illegible lip 

tattoo

A sneak preview! Justin galloping for his 

November 9th lameness exam



told he had been fed copious amounts of alfalfa by 
the kill buyer to most likely keep him alive so he 
wouldn’t keel over before he was rescued). We had 
to be very careful not to founder him. We also gave 
him lots of carrots to help him recover. 

We showed Justin to one of our veterinarians who 
was at the rescue to tend to another horse and he 
rated Justin a 1.1 on the Henneke Body Condition 
Scale. A one is extremely poor and likely near 
death. A five rating is moderate, while a nine is 
extremely fat. 

We made an appointment with Dr. Lois Toll of 
Littleton Equine Medical Center to evaluate Justin 
on September 13th. We were not sure if his tragic 
condition was due to organ failure or something 

else rather than starvation. 

Dr. Toll found that his teeth had sharp edges and 
needed to be floated, but we had to wait for him to 
gain some weight and strength before he could be 
tranquilized for the procedure. She also took blood 
and walked him to see if there was any major lame-
ness. 

When she picked up his feet he lifted his right hind 
leg in an awkward way and showed discomfort. She 
also said that we shouldn't trot him in his present 
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weight and care and then sold him to the Oklaho-
ma kill pen knowing they would post his picture or 
video to give him a second chance at a good life. 

We immediately placed Justin in our quarantine 
pen for 30 days (kill pen horses have been exposed 
to strangles and other serious diseases). He was 
started on three meals a day of senior pellets and 
rice bran as well as unlimited grass hay (we were 

(Continued from page 1) 

Justin, with the auction sales on his mane, inves-

tigates his new surroundings, the quarantine 

pen 

Dr. Toll does an initial exam 

Justin unloaded willingly in the hope that this 

new stop on his journey was better than the 

last two 

Kris gives Justin the first 

bucket of what would be “3 a 

day” of soaked grain 



Page 3 HOOFPRINTS & LETTERS 

9190 Alkire St. 

Arvada, CO 80005 

(303) 424-0037 

condition (I was anxious to trot him to see if he 
was sound, but had to be patient and follow doc-
tor's orders). 

Justin dove into his food and appeared to be con-
tent all alone in the quarantine pen. He would 
watch the other horses more than 100 feet away, 
but didn't pace back and forth or whinny to them. 
When looking at Justin from the front on Septem-
ber 6th, his breast bone appeared to come to a 
point between his front legs instead of being hid-
den by flesh and going straight across. 

From the rear, the inner thighs of Justin's hind legs 

didn't touch until his two legs joined. By a month 

and a half later, his inner thighs were in perfect 

condition. 

It was amazing to see his condition change so rap-
idly as he filled out and gained weight and became 
more alert. By mistake, I didn't snap his gate shut 
and luckily he was caught by Kris after merrily 
tearing around visiting new friends. 

Viewed from above, the change in Justin was dra-

matic—he had filled out and his coat was shiny. As 
Justin ate and accepted continuous goodies, his 
appearance was absolutely amazing by October 
19th. 

Just In Time (continued) 
I was dying to find out about Justin's real name, 
racing record, age, breeding and background be-
fore landing in the two kill pens.  The Jockey Club 
sent us an identity kit to try or to establish who our 
sweet boy is. 

Dr. Toll was able to visit on November 9th, a little 
more than two months after Justin came to 

RMHR. She 
brought a spe-
cial black light 
to try to deci-
pher his blurry 
lip tattoo. She 
also floated his 
teeth and then 
did a lameness 
exam which 
included work-
ing him on a 
lunge line at 
walk, trot and 
canter. He 
performed well 
on the lame-
ness exam, but 
she x-rayed his 
legs just to 
make  su re 
there was no 

damage. The x-rays didn't show bone problems, 
but Lois could not rule out some tissue damage. 
When Lois completed the x-rays she plucked 30+ 
strands of hair, including the roots, from his mane  
and then placed them in the identity kit envelope 
for DNA testing. Hopefully, we will have the re-
sults back in a few weeks. 

Regardless of the Jockey Club results, he is now 
my beloved "Just in Time".  

I've fallen in love. 

—Bini 

In a month and a half, Justin had filled out  

nicely and his coat had a healthy sheen 

From starvation to perfect condition 

Dr. Toll floats Justin’s teeth 

Justin trotting during Dr. Toll’s exam 

October 19th—fantastic 

change 

Justin’s x-rays looked good 

Dr. Toll uses a black light 

to try to decipher Justin’s 

tattoo 
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We've actually adopted out quite a few minis and 
ponies this year, but we still have a substantial herd 
of vertically challenged equines. 

When people talk about how rotten Shetland po-
nies are, they are undoubtedly talking about Clem-
entine. Clem came originally through the feedlot, 
so we have no idea what her previous life was like. 
(My guess would be she murdered a few small chil-
dren, bit a dog and lit the barn on fire, but actually 
it could have been worse than that.) When she 
came in, she had a skin condition that we first 
thought was lice. I hadn't done a whole lot with her 
yet, so I walked into the pen, brimming with mis-
placed confidence, to give her a good lice dusting. I 
will spare you the blow by blow description of the 
ensuing anarchy, but suffice to say after fifteen 
minutes, twenty seven laps around the pen, eight 
thousand swear words and one broken fingernail, 
Clementine was dusted. She was dusted, I was 
dusted, her roommate Max was dusted, a couple of 
stray prairie dogs were dusted. It was a thorough 
application. Imagine my delight when, after that 
rodeo, her skin didn't clear up. After another vet 
visit, it was decided that fungus baths were in or-
der. Every day. For a week. I had no sooner turned 
the hose on than I was looking back nostalgically at 
my lice dusting experience. I've never actually 
bathed a rabid mountain lion, but I’m pretty sure I 
could after my week of Clementine and the fungus 
baths. I had no idea a pony could simultaneously 
run backwards, forwards, sideways and up while 
pawing at my face. You learn something new every 

day. Mercifully, the fungus baths did the trick, be-
cause I was pretty sure one or both of us was going 
to need a fair amount of drugs if we had to do 
another week of bathing. She's one of my favorite 
horses at the rescue. I really appreciate a Satanic 
pony. 

On the complete opposite end of that spectrum are 
Tony and Cheyenne. They're two elderly ponies 
that used to do kid's birthday parties. When the 

man who owned them retired, he sold all his other 
ponies, but he couldn't stand the thought of those 
two getting passed around, and asked if we’d take 
them. What a great decision that was. They are 
honestly just the two cutest, sweetest most gentle 
animals in the world. All they really want out of life 
is cookies and scratches and hugs. They live next to 
Clementine, because I’m hoping it will wear off on 
her. 

It's not working so far. 

Cheyenne stands guard over Tony as he rests 

his aching feet and takes a nap 

Tony and Cheyenne make sure we see them  

during feeding time 

Clementine after a lice 

dusting (top) and following 

a antifungal bath 

Clementine “fungus free” in her new pen 

Kris and Clementine  

‘make up’ 
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Earlier this year, we took in a miniature horse and 
her foal. Well, ok the foal is actually three years old. 
But if you never wean them or halter break the 
baby, it's still a foal, right? They came rolling in the 
driveway in the tack room of a horse trailer. It's 
good to know that after all this time, I can still be 
surprised. When they opened the tack room door 
and I saw a tiny miniature horse and this gigantic 
pinto, I was surprised, let me tell you. I was further 
surprised to learn the tiny mini was the mother and 
the pinto was the baby. Questionable parentage 
aside, those two girls are pretty funny and cute. We 
named the tiny mama Polka Dot and the big baby 
Jelly Bean. We halter broke Jelly and weaned them 
for awhile, but now they've been reunited because 
we ran out of pens. They're just happy to be out of 
the tack room. 

Then there's Dale, the miniature mule. Dale, who 
was in a Kansas kill pen, came in and he was just 
sort of sad. He lived next to two horses, but he 
spent a lot of time pacing the fence and just gener-
ally seemed lonely. I started thinking maybe Dale 
would be happier with a roommate. I tried intro-

Ponies, Ponies Everywhere (continued) 

ducing a few of the minis and ponies to Dale 
through the fence, but he just wasn't interested. So 
I decided to see if he and my retired show horse 
Cooper would like each other. I took him over to 
the pen and the two of them started looking each 
other through the fence. Once they were in togeth-
er, they became inseparable. They eat, sleep and 
drink from the water tank together. Dale doesn't 
pace or stare off in the distance any more. Cooper 
herds Dale away from the fence if another horse 
comes around. It's a love connection. 

And of course we can't forget the herd of resident 
miniature horses. Jojo, Cowboy, Little Bit, Pete, 
Parker, Inky and Sweetie. And last, but certainly 
not least, Tatiana the miniature donkey. They don't 
possess a whole lot of skills, but they're cute and 
charming and we love them. You don't have to be 
tall to be fabulous. 

—Kris 

Polka Dot and Jellybean settle into their new 

pen and enjoy a snack 

Tony gets a scratch from 

Bill Polzin 

Dale and Cooper eating dinner 

Polka Dot and Jelly Bean 

arrive in the tack room  

section of the trailer 

Parker gets lunged in the outdoor arena 

During a turnout session (a.k.a. PonyPalooza) 

JoJo leads Jellybean and Cowboy on a rousing 

game of follow the leader 
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nately, shortly thereafter, the new property owner 

reneged on this agreement. Sweet Silver was soon 

to be homeless. His frantic owners called, asking if 

there was any way we’d consider taking a 28 year 

old retired racehorse. Well, OBVIOUSLY!! We 

love that!! 

I didn't know what to expect out of an old guy who 

had been so successful on the track, and lived most 

of the rest of his life at the same place. I was a little 

worried he’d be sort of frantic and displaced. Silver 

was not worried. He arrived, took a look around, 

and that was that. He is the friendliest, most per-

sonable horse you'd ever have the pleasure to meet. 

He'll walk away from his food to come over and 

have a visit with you. His favorite day is water tank 

cleaning day. He’s an excellent supervisor. Silver is 

beautiful and sweet. For all the negative publicity 

the thoroughbred racing world gets, there are the 

Silvers of the world. He did a job he loved, for 

people who loved him, and we're honored to get to 

be his people for the rest of his life. 

—Kris 

Commonly, it's a term used for horses who have 

left the starting box 50 or more times (though I've 

also heard it used for horses with 100 or more 

starts!) Another definition that some people use is 

a horse who has won over $100,000 on the race-

track. 

Well, how about all of the above? We got a call 

early this summer from a woman in dire straits. 

She and her husband had a 28 year old thorough-

bred named Silver. For the past 22 years, they had 

owned him. He raced an astonishing 148 times, 

and had won over $180,000.00. There is an unoffi-

cial agreement at most racetracks that if an owner 

with only one horse runs that horse in a claiming 

race, no one should claim that horse. (A claiming 

race is a race where a horse can be purchased be-

fore the beginning of the race for a set price, and is 

then relinquished to its new owner at the end of 

the race.) Regardless of this unspoken rule, Silver 

had been claimed several times during his career. 

His old owners bought him back every single time. 

After his retirement from racing, they took him 

home and just loved on him for years. Fast for-

ward to this summer, when they had to sell their 

property, with the agreement that Silver could 

reside there for the remainder of his life. Unfortu-

Entrenched  

ignorance  

masquerades as  

tradition 

— anonymous 

What is a Thoroughbred War Horse? 

Silver and his team posing in the winner’s circle 

RMHR is now on Amazon Smile. To contribute to RMHR, Simp-

ly browse to smile.amazon.com, login with your amazon creden-

tials and Amazon will donate to RMHR, at no cost to you. Same  

products, same prices, same service.  

Silver supervising the clean-

ing of his water tank 

Silver Crest racing to the finish line Silver eagerly awaits  

breakfast in his new forever 

home 
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Tuesday, 
December 
6th is  
Colorado 
Gives Day. 
Every non-
profit  
receiving a 
donation 
on Colora-
do Gives 
Day  
receives a 
portion of the Colorado Gives Day In-
centive Fund, increasing impact and the 
value of every dollar donated.  Please 
remember us on 12/6 or schedule a do-
nation today.  

recently passed away, and then he came across 

Lexi’s picture and figured she was meant to live the 

rest of her life with him. 

We don't normally do out of state adoptions, and 

Phillip lives in Virginia. We made an exception in 

this case because Phillip is exceptional! He’s a very 

well regarded coach of a University Equestrian 

team, and he sent us pictures of Lexi’s prospective 

new home that would make ANY horse volunteer 

to be adopted by him. Plus, let's face it, you'd have 

to be made of stone not to be moved by his moti-

vation to care for a horse that his mom had loved 

so much. So, off Lexi went, to live her best life 

with the man of her dreams! 

—Kris 

One day, I was posting pictures to Facebook. I 

happened to post a picture with Lexi, our big Paint 

Thoroughbred. Shortly thereafter, I got a message 

from a man named Phillip Williamson. He said he 

thought he had seen a picture of a horse at the 

rescue that he used to ride and show. After a short 

back and forth, it turned out that yes, indeed it was 

one and the same horse, Lexi. I thought that was a 

neat coincidence, and then he said, "Well, I'd like 

to adopt her." Oh. Well, I did not see THAT com-

ing. I explained to him that she was not sound to 

ride anymore, and was really just a companion 

horse, thinking that would change his mind. It 

didn't. He went on to say that, when he was a 

young professional rider, Lexi had been his moth-

er's favorite horse that he rode. His mother had 

Lexi’s Amazing Adoption 

Board Members /Staff 

President Bini Abbott (303) 424-0037 

Vice President Ranya Kelly (303) 431-0904 

Treasurer Kate Corcoran (303) 829-4705 

Secretary Mary Norden (303) 978-1850 

Western Colorado/Fund Raising Ruth Ann Burnett (970) 245-7774 

Horse Welfare Consultant Carole Kenney (303) 910-9410 

Special Events/Volunteers Stefanie Shea (860) 878-2303 

Volunteers/Adoptions Emily Kil (860) 885-9559 

Northern Colorado Laura Gill (970) 371-1446 

Eastern Colorado Kris Nixon (303) 910-1689 

Veterinarian Advice Lois Toll, DVM (303) 794-6359 

Other Supporting Staff 

Website & Newsletter Rob Nixon (303) 208-1898 

Facilities & Heavy Equipment Bill Polzin (303) 906-8509 

Lexi and her roommate Friday at the  

horse rescue 

Lexi in her digs in the Virginia countryside 

Lexi preparing for her  

journey 

The horse formerly known 

as sexy lexi in her previous 

life as a show horse 



cover the costs of feed and maintenance 

BRONZE - pay $50 a month to help cover the 

cost of care 

Some of our many friends of RMHR have gone 

above and beyond their multiple hours volunteer-

ing by sponsoring some of their favorite rescue 

horses.  

After many years of discussion, RMHR has formal-

ized a horse sponsorship program. We have three 

levels of sponsorship: 

GOLD- pay all costs including board, feed, farrier, 

and all veterinary (except for major surgery exceed-

ing $4,000 to save a life) 

SILVER - pay $200 a month to RMHR to help 

RMHR Sponsorship/Foster Program 
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Meggan Brovege 

(GOLD)  

is sponsoring  both Indi (who 

had been horribly wounded on 

his neck) and Rockaway Babe 

(who had been starved and  

was covered with ticks)  

Kelly Birkland 

(BRONZE) 

sponsors Thoroughbred Lexi 

who was rescued from a  

Colorado killpen in 2018. 

Kate Reid 

(BRONZE)  

is a Sponsor of our sweet  

mare—Hootie. The mare was thin 

on arrival but now nickers 

every time she sees someone 

bearing treats or carrots. 

Compassion for  

animals is intimate-

ly connected with 

goodness of char-

acter; and it may be 

confidently assert-

ed that he who is 

cruel to animals 

cannot be a good 

man. 

– Schopenhauer 

Linda Kelly 

(BRONZE) 

is a Bronze Sponsor of  

Thoroughbred Lucky Duck  

who was rescued from a  

killpen in Colorado. 

Melanie Hood  

(GOLD) 

Besides volunteering, Mela-

nie is taking care of our minia-

ture Peaches n' Cream. Mel is 

even training her little one 

on how to pull a cart. 

Jill Kluge  

(BRONZE)  

Jill Kluge loves  

Buttercup whom we got at 

auction in Fort Collins. Jill 

also spends countless hours 

volunteering and cleaning  

additional pens. 

Saving just one 

horse will not 

change the world . . 

. . 

But it will surely 

change the world 

for that one horse 

2021/2022 

RMHR Advisors 

Jerry Burk, Attorney and CPA 

Lois Toll, DVM 

Steve Long, DVM 

Debbie Mayo, DVM 

Charlie McKay, Rancher 

Gary Pallaoro, DVM 

Jeff Wells, DVM 

Shane Baird, DVM 
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them aren't.) You will explain to people, with a 
straight face, that no, none of these horses would 
be suitable as racehorses, and they themselves 
probably can't learn to be a jockey. You'll listen 
patiently as they tell you that they'd like a horse 
that's no older than 8 years old, sound, with poten-
tial to jump, trail ride, run barrels and foxhunt, and 
see their disappointment and disbelief when you 
tell them no rescue in America has such an animal. 
You'll watch some of these advanced horsemen 
look at a halter in utter confusion, then attempt to 
put it on upside down. You'll take a lead rope out 
of someone's hand when they have to relinquish 
their horse, and watch them crying while they drive 
away, and you'll wonder why you ever got yourself 
into this mess. 

BUT If you've got all those things, and you still 
want to run a rescue, you'll also be the luckiest 
person alive. You'll spend all your money, cry all 
your tears, work yourself mostly to death and tear 
most of your hair out. And get to meet the greatest 
people you'll ever know. The people who give all 
they can to keep your dream and your horses alive. 
They give you their money, their time, their help. 
All of it. You'll adopt horses to the kindest, most 
caring people you've ever met. People who want 
nothing more than to provide a home to a horse 
that, not very long ago, no one wanted at all. You'll 
get to see your rescue horses every day. And know 
that because they're there, their lives are better. 
You'll watch them live and sometimes die, but 
always know at least they had love, even if it was 
just for a little while. So, get your money, your 
labor, your first aid skills, your cardio and your 
Xanax and start a horse rescue. It's worth it. 

—Kris 

Often, we get calls from people who say they want 
to start a horse rescue. Their main question is, 
"What do I need?" Oh, the many, many, many 
things you need. The first thing you need is money, 
and lots of it. I don't believe there is an independ-
ent rescue in the world that gets by on donations 
alone. Grants are available, and helpful, but you'll 
need a grant writer, because they're also time con-
suming and confusing. The next thing you need is 
manual labor. Because horses poop. A lot. They 
also break things, including themselves. A lot. And 
you won't have time to do all the work yourself 
because you'll need to have a job outside of the 
rescue. (See above. About the money.) 

You'll need a fair amount of property, and build-
ings to house your new hay burners. (Again, see 
above. About the money. And the manual labor.) 

It's helpful if you have at least a working 
knowledge of veterinary medicine. Things like, how 
to stop bleeding from major arteries, how to poul-
tice a hoof in the middle of winter on a feral and 
ungrateful mare in heat, how to take a temperature 
of a miniature horse who can kick the eye out of a 
fly, how to bandage a leg, neck, ear, eyeball or pe-
nis. (Yes. I've bandaged a horse penis.) Also, you 
should stay in shape, because you might get to do a 
lot of walking. At night. In the cold. While a horse 
is colicky and you're trying to dial the vet's office 
on your smartphone without taking your mittens 
off or getting crushed by an angry, sick 1000 
pound animal. You should also stay in shape so 
you can chase loose horses around the property, 
dodge flying hooves, and stand for hours inside a 
horse trailer whilst encouraging a skeptical equine 
that they should come join you and go on their 
freedom ride. You'll need the patience of a literal 

Saint as well. 
Because when 
you're not deal-
ing with the 
horses, (Work 
outside! Set your 
own hou rs ! 
Work with ani-
mals! Meet new 
people!) you'll be 
sorting through 
p o t e n t i a l 
adopters. All of 
w h o m  a r e 
"advanced horse 
people" or bet-
ter. (Spoiler 

alert: a lot of 

So, You Want to Run a Horse Rescue 

Kris Nixon enjoying a balmy 

day of winter feeding 

Ranch Wildlife 

A group of white pelicans 

fishes the cove near the 

ranch 

A bobcat patrols a pasture 

looking for lunch 

A bald eagle enjoys a prairie 

dog meal on a power pole  

A yellow headed blackbird 

looks for spilled grain 
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A good man will 

take care of his 

horses and dogs 

not only while they 

are young but also 

when they are old 

and past service. 

— Plutarch 

April 2022 

"You don't by chance have a big bay Thorough-

bred named Gray goose, do you?" My answer was, 

"We do have a tall Thoroughbred nicknamed 

Goose whose registered name is Spanish Hope." 

The person on the other end of the line started to 

cry. "That's MY BOY!". Soon we were both crying 

as Emily Lucas told me about her lost friend. 

She asked me how much would it cost to adopt 

him and I told her, "Zero" (an opportunity to reu-

nite a beloved horse with its grieving owner doesn't 

come along every day). 

She started to tell me all about her best friend and 

that she had lost track of Goose when a dressage 

stable in Ft. Collins, CO was sold in 2021 and the 

owner moved to California. 

In 2019, Emily had given birth to a little girl, but 

was badly injured during the delivery. She couldn't 

walk unassisted due to nerve damage she sustained 

from a badly placed epidural. During this traumatic 

time, she told Rebecca Dixon, Goose's owner at 

the time, to just find a new home for her boy since 

the boarding barn was not available. (Rebecca had 

bought him from Kate Brown who showed him in 

Eventing Trials in Missouri and elsewhere). 

While tracing Goose and his travels, we found out 

that he had raced for three years, starting in 2009 

as a three year old. He had 30 starts, eight wins 

and won $44,388 in earnings while racing at River 

Downs in Cincinnati, Turf Paradise in Phoenix, 

AZ and Keeneland and Churchill Downs in Ken-

tucky. 

Emily bought Goose from the track and had 

(Continued on page 11) 

Emily Lucas with Goose in better times 

Goose on the track 

Goose on the track 

Emily and Goose fording a stream 

Goose, a handsome TB 

Goose and Emily out riding in 

inclement weather 
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So Arianna sent him (on trial) to a lady in Northern 

Colorado. He loaded easily but the lady neglected 

to untie him when unloading. This resulted in 

Goose tearing back, injuring the lady and sending 

her to the hospital. He was also in a dead sweat 

after being stabled all alone with no new friends in 

sight. 

Needless to say, this situation was untenable. Ari-

anna was called and told she had to take Goose 

back. Arianna wanted to take him back, but was 

afraid that Goose would jump out again and either 

injure himself or get hit by a passing vehicle on the 

nearby highway. In desperation, she called every 

rescue in Colorado to find him a new home. Her 

call to RMHR paid off! 

A frantic thoroughbred needed help, so of course I 

said yes, you all should know me by now! 

On December 2, 2021 our new thoroughbred ar-

rived and unloaded perfectly in the dark. He was 

then led with the help of flashlights and lanterns to 

an unlighted pen. He looked around, met his new 

neighbors over the corral panel, and then rolled. 

He knew he was safe. 

He also arrived with a one inch thick notebook 

detailing past veterinary care, travels, race and own-

er records. A luxury that we don't often get. 

We spent the 

next few months 

evaluating goose. 

Emily Kil did 

most of the 

riding to assess 

what would be 

t he  pe r f e c t 

adopter skill 

level for Goose. 

Efforts that 

were largely 

u n n e c e s s a r y 

when the origi-

nal Emily con-

tacted us. With a 

plan for Goose 

in place, we now 

needed to find a 

way to have her 

horse shipped to 

her in Florida. 

many adventures with her boy including trail riding, 

river fording and jumping. 

By the time Emily called RMHR, she was living in 

Florida and running two businesses--a wedding 

planning service and equine massage practice. 

With the boarding barn sold, Rebecca filled out 

forms to donate Goose to the Colorado Horse 

Rescue Network. Fortunately she sent her horse to 

Arianna Armstrong, who lived on a cattle ranch in 

Rocky Ford, to decide when to donate him. Arian-

na rode Goose in an English saddle and really 

loved him. She even had him be the best man 

when she married her rancher husband. However, 

whenever he was lonesome for human company, 

he would jump over the barbed wire fence near a 

dangerous highway. 

The Story of  Goose (continued) 

Emily Kil evaluates Goose for 

soundness and ‘quietness’ 

Arianna Armstrong and her “Best Man” 

Emily and Goose Jumping 

Around The Ranch 

Duke, last years cover story, 

models his current fitness 

and a coat of mud after a 

happy roll 

Kris Nixon’s feeding assis-

tants find a winter snow-

storm less than pleasurable 

Mark Ladwig runs his 

‘stacker’ to pickup our hay 

A freak wind down draft took 

out the porta potty (luckily 

no one was inside at the time!) 



Wearing a new 

halter with a 

brass name plate 

and shipping 

supplies sent by 

Emily, Annick 

patiently worked 

with Goose 

loading and 

unloading him 

several times. 

Annick keeps 

the time on a 

road to intervals 

so that horses 

have a chance to stop and rest on long journeys. 

She likes to make sure that they are comfortable 

getting in and out of the trailer on their layovers. 

Goose arrived at his new boarding stable after 

three days on 

the road and 

was in a pas-

ture when 

Emily first 

saw him (she 

had been in 

another state 

when Goose 

was delivered). 

She said that 

she yel led 

"Here Bubba!" 

and Goose 

pricked up his 

ears and came 

galloping over. 

They then 

hugged each 

other. Goose 

was home!! 

So ends a 

beautiful story! 

—Bini 

The painted sky and grass 

walls in Annick’s trailer 

On April 27, 2022 Annick Chappot-Look of First 

Class Equine Transport agreed to haul Goose to 

his final home in Florida. Her trailer is amazing 

complete with painted side walls of grass pasture, 

blue skies and clouds on the ceiling, misters, sooth-

ing classical music and video monitoring. 

Goose practices loading and unloading into 

Annick’s trailer. 

Goose with Emily’s  

Daughter and Mother 
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The Story of  Goose (continued) 

Kris Nixon leads Goose to Annick’s trailer—

”where am I going now?” 

Goose’s fancy new halter 

Sunrise/Sunset 



Correct me if I’m wrong but this 

is a hundred times better than 

growing up with a cell phone 

in his hand!!! 
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The greatness of  

a nation and its  

moral progress  

can be judged by 

the way its  

animals are  

treated. 

– Mahatma Ghandi 

tell you, gaining weight is not a challenge. And no 
one ever has complimented me on my outstanding 
belly. And it really is outstanding, if I do say so 
myself. In fact, not only do I not get compliments, 
I have heard a number of times that I might possi-
bly be considered fat. And it hasn't been said in a 
complimentary way. I know. I’m as surprised as 
you are. I mostly hear my butlers saying this about 
me though, and they are a nice bunch, but between 
you and me, I’m not sure they're the sharpest tools 
in the shed. 

Anyway, I’m telling you all this because my vocifer-
ous complaints here fall on deaf ears. I’m thinking 
of starting a petition. It will be called "More food 
and compliments for Jojo". I hope I can count on 
your signature. 

Recently, I have noticed a lot of horses coming on 
to my property and going to the Quarantine pen. 
Upon further investigation, it seems that these 
horses get to  

1) live by themselves,  

2) eat a lot of food and  

3) receive multiple compliments about how fat 
they are getting. 

Now, this is troubling to me on a number of levels. 
As MIC (Miniature In Charge) of the Rocky Moun-
tain Horse Rescue, I have put in multiple requests 
to be transferred to a luxury suite. I understand my 
roommate, Cowboy, requires a fair amount of su-
pervision, but I can't help feeling that his lack of 
fabulousness has begun to reflect poorly on me. He 
rolls in poo, for heaven sakes! I feel that at this 
stage of my career, I should really be associating 
with a crowd equal to myself. Since no such eq-
uines exist, I should really have my own pen. 

Now, about this multiple feedings a day situation in 
the quarantine pen. I don't know if they're ordering 
from DoorDash, or UberEats, or what, but that 
food has to go RIGHT PAST my pen to get to the 
quarantine pen. I fail to see the point in going all 
the way down there when the food could simply be 
dropped off with me. I’m very interested in saving 
the rescue money, so just simply saving that extra 
gas money would be a huge improvement. Never 
mind the environmental impact of all that driving. 
We really all need to pitch in, and I’m more than 
willing to do my part. 

You're welcome. 

But really, the most disturbing part of this quaran-
tine pen thing is everyone ranting and raving every 
time those horses gain a pound. Listen, I’m here to 

JoJo’s Corner 

Credit Union of  Colorado 
 

On October 10th, we had a great group 
from the Colorado Credit Union come 
out to do a day of service for us.  

Hootie's favorite part was group pictures 
and grooming. Tony and Cheyenne also 
enjoyed all of the special attention from 
the group. 

Everybody learned about grooming and 
picking hooves, and how to properly feed 
treats. It was a fun day for the ladies and 
the horses. 



RMHR is a  

Non-profit  

501(c)(3) 

organization 

Your  

contributions  

are tax  

deductible 
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Memorials 

 Pat Spetz, Shane & Janine Baird and the Mo-
bile Vet Staff, Kylea Taylor, Ruth Ann Bur-
nett, Betty Berry, Barbara & Jerry Kil in 
memory of Meade Abbott 

 The Denver Foundation in memory of Claire 
Davis 

 Alice Gilborn in memory of Cee Wolf 

 Linda Cortes in memory of Sally Minelli 

 Margaret Mckay, Krystle Beglari & Lisa 
Lammey in memory of Betty White 

 Zandra Waite in memory of Betty White and 
Helene Waite 

 Ruth Ann Burnett in memory of Jose Fernan-
dez, Larry Faire and Ray Greb 

 Emma Morris-Downey in memory of Bonnie 
Morris 

 Linda Lindhorst in memory of Arlene Holt-
greive 

 Daisy Shepherd in memory of Donna Rae 
Pugh 

 Celeste Marsh in memory of Joan & Jack Ellis 

 Marilyn Hall in memory of Sandy Herron 

 Ben Duke in memory of Maud Duke 

 Jacqueline Smith Wagoneer in memory of 
Norman & Elsie Smith 

 Barb Daniel in memory of Honey Pony 

 Brownwyn Cheney, Silvia Kirk, Rachel and 
Adrian Greenholz in memory of Mike 
Wilkin’s Porter 

 Leslie Stohlgren in memory of Keefer 

 Ruth Ann Burnett in memory of Gambler 

 Patricia Rothdeiner in memory of “My be-
loved Te” 

 Cheryl J. Marx in memory of Comet 

 Shirley Thomas in memory of Doc and Monet 
Honoraria 

 Connie Caruso, Emily Ryan, Margaret McKay, 

Memorials & Honoraria 

Margaret Tuttle, Nancy Richardson, Christine 
Martin, Ann Hanna, Linda Gavit, Anita 
LaVelle, Amy Henze, Kim Harrison, Grant 
Muller, Susie Baker, Laura Greenstreet, Debo-
rah Whitcomb, Karen Tanner-Smith, Tricia 
Lombardo, Dody Sullivan, Pat Burnett, Aura 
Ayler, Celia Thomas, Shannon Badillo, Shelly 
Sandoval (Big Dog Services), Katie Keller, 
Brittney Morgan, Constance Schmidt, Jordan 
Tatum & Melissa Barber in honor of Justin 

 Joanne Amiro, Kim Zuccarello, Lisa Revet 
and Gail French in honor of Leslie Stohlgren 

 Ruth Marks & Fiona Arnold in honor of 
Amanda Hume and Eric Goodman 

 Pauly & Jen Leetz in honor of Mary Leetz and 
Mike Malland 

 August Colisomo in honor of Beth & Rob 
Luedke 

 Derek Thomas in honor of Herbie Thomas 

 Ron Koniz in honor of Stan Koniz 

 Tracy Billings in honor of Diangy Zaronias  

 Jennifer J. Ostenson in honor of Dan Schie-
fren, Melissa Schefski & Jennifer Ostenson 

 Melissa Schefski in honor of Dan Schiefrens’s 
crew at Legacy Valley Farm 

 Betty Berry in honor of Bob Berry 

 Sydney Ayers in honor of Reed Ayers 

 Barb Archuleta in honor of Dan Oletski 

 Andy and Chris Hancock in honor of JoJo’s 
Column 

 Marc & Ondine Eberhardt in honor of Fozzie 

 Michele Pitts in honor of Chalice Johnston 
and “CJ” 

 Berndt Myhr in honor of Glow 

 Julie Young in honor of Dusty (Color Me 
Rich) 

 Linda Hrycaj in honor of Billie Holiday 

A Helping Hand 

Earlier this year, we got a call from a very nice man 
who needed some help. He was very concerned 
about his unsound horse, but wasn't in a financial 
position to get her the vet care she needed. There 
was some talk about him possibly giving us his 
horse, so we could handle the vet situation, but at 
the end of the conversation it was decided that 
what he really needed was just some assistance 
covering the cost. He loves his horse. He takes 
beautiful care of her, and he/s had her most of her 

life. He just needed help. So we called our fantastic 
friends at Mobile Vet, and Dr. Baer went out and 
did her usual amazing job. With her guidance, and 
some good farrier work, he got his pal back on 
track. 

This man was so grateful and happy. It was so fun 
to help someone out, and enable him to keep his 
beloved horse. 

—Kris 
Dr. Baer performs a  

health examination 
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Free Use of  Rescue Equipment 

Large Animal Lift 

Used to lift a down (recumbent) horse to get it on 

its feet—e.g. out of a ditch or off a road. The LAL 

can be applied by one or two people in as little as 

five minutes to a horse with little or no sedation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAL can be put on from the back negating the 

chance of getting kicked by flailing legs. The LAL 

is designed to maintain an animal on its feet for 

short periods. 

The Anderson Sling 

Available in large, medium, and foal sizes. The 

sling uses straps, pads and pulleys to lift and sup-

Provided by Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue/ Bini Abbott, 9190 Alkire St., Arvada, CO 80005,  

(303) 424-0037, www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Equipment available to rescue 

by helicopter 

Barbaro being 

supported in an  

Anderson Sling  

We rescued a horse out of a swim-

ming pool with our sling 

 

port a horse while shifting his weight to his skeletal 

structure rather than pressure points. May be used 

long term, but only for several hours a day. 

Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Glide with  

Slipsheets 

For sliding a recumbent horse 

out of a field or into a stall 

or trailer. 

The Dura-Pik Tripod  

Shown supporting “Lucky” – 

the practice horse model for 

training personnel in the use 

and application of the rescue 

equipment—made available by 

Horses Forever, contact 

S h i r l e y  H o f f m a n 

( 3 0 3 )  6 5 1 - 3 0 7 0  o r 

www.horsesforever.org, email 

at admin@horsesforever.org. 

Quick Corral 

Five foot long sections can be quickly assembled to 
create an emergency enclosure and are in  

two bags for car or trailer transport 



Up for Adoption 

Maggie is a lovely 23 

year old who had never 

been ridden until four 

years ago. Still green, 

she is looking for an 

experienced rider, but 

has a breathing  

problem so  

no fast riding. 

Lexi is a great 18 year 

old Thoroughbred mare 

rescued from a kill 

buyer in 2018. She re-

quires a fairly  

experienced rider. 

Visit our website: 

www.rockymountainhorserescue.org  

and call (303) 424-0037 for changes  

in adoptable horses! 

Companion horses (pasture pets) are 

always available. 
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October Sky is a hand-

some 23-year-old regis-

tered paint who would 

be great for an experi-

enced English or  

Western rider. 

Polka Dot is a registered miniature 

horse 8-9 years old who is the  

mother of 3 year old Jelly Bean. 

They should go to separate  

homes and could be taught  

to drive or be  ridden. 

Chips is a 26 year 

old Thoroughbred 

who has had exten-

sive dental work. 

Our understanding 

is that he is sound 

and rideable but we 

have yet to evaluate 

him personally. 

Amiri is a 22 year 

old Arabian Mare. 

She’s an easy  

keeper and a sweet 

animal however, 

she can get a bit 

affectionate” with 

humans when she is 

in heat.  She is  

excellent on the 

trails (including 

wading into 

streams and lakes) 

alone or in a 

group. 

Clementine is a Shetland 

pony who needs an expe-

rienced adopter. She was 

in a kill pen in Louisiana 

and then was shipped to 

Texas and Oklahoma  

before coming to RMHR. 



only on pre 
e v a c u a t i o n 
orders, but 
when every-
one offered us 
so much help, 
we figured it 
was foolish 
not to take it.) 
We will never 
be able to 
repay every-
one for their 
kindness and generosity. Many of the people who 
came had been evacuating horses for hours, at 
multiple facilities. They all amazed me. Total 
strangers coming together in a big way to help us.  

On December 30, 2021, a raging grass fire started 
northwest of us. Fueled by 100 mph winds, it esca-
lated at a rate no one could have predicted. Homes 
and livestock were being evacuated all afternoon. 
Originally,  the fire was well over 30 miles from us, 
and the wind was blowing straight east, so we 
weren't concerned for our animals. Then the wind 
changed direction. We went from offering shelter 
to evacuation in just a couple of hours. What can I 
say about the tremendous outpouring of help that 
came our way? Words don't even seem adequate. 
We got more help than we needed, even. I'd say 
"controlled chaos" probably describes the process 
of loading 40 horses in the dark. The horses all 
stepped right up, which was amazing to me. We 
got everyone loaded and on the road, and then 
evacuation orders were lifted. (As it was, we were 
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lem with this scenario is that the original owner of 
the horse, the person who starved, abused and 
denied medical care to an animal before bringing it 
to an auction to get the last little bit of money out 
of it before it drops dead in their field, benefits by 
walking out of the auction with a check. 

There is a lot of conversation surrounding this 
issue, and with that conversation comes division. 
The side that refuses to deal with the kill buyers is 
quote vocal in their disdain for those who do. And 
the side who does deal with the kill buyers and 
crowdfunds for bail often ends up scrambling 
around at zero hour trying to find placement for 
horses with little or no knowledge of how they'll be 
cared for once they arrive at their destination. 

Both sides are problematic, in my opinion. You are 
making a deal with the devil regardless. You either 
pay a kill buyer way too much money and save a 
horse, or you go to the auction and pay some rep-
rehensible animal abuser and save a horse. The 
positive outcome is that a horse has been saved. 
The negative aspect is that either way, someone 
profits financially from abuse. 

As long as people have horses, there will be un-
wanted horses. It's an unfortunate reality. I think 
instead of arguing over who is taking the moral 
high ground, it would be best if everyone who 
wants to help unwanted horses banded together 
and worked toward the common goal of rescue, 
while simultaneously trying to fight for stricter laws 
against abuse. 

—Kris 

The world of social media has shined a very bright 
light on the plight of the unwanted horse, specifi-
cally those that go through the auctions. Many 
horses who are sent to auction end up in the hands 
of a "kill buyer". Kill buyer is the unofficial title of 
those brokers who travel to auctions for the pur-
pose of buying horses and sending them across the 
border to be slaughtered for human consumption. 
With the invention of social media, these people 
now have a whole new audience to sell their unfor-
tunate recent purchases to.  

Facebook, in particular, has given life to probably 
thousands of groups dedicated to buying horses 
from the kill buyers and rehoming them in various 
ways. Often the purchase involves crowdfunding 
to raise funds to bail out one or more typically 
rather tragic horses, which are then sent to a res-
cue. Sometimes private parties buy these horses 
and take them, hoping to nurse them back to 
health and have some sort of productive animal, or 
simply just to save their lives. The problem here is 
that bailing a horse out of a kill pen usually costs 
three or four times what the kill buyers paid for 
them, thus enabling said kill buyer to return to the 
next auction and buy more horses, some of whom 
will end up being slaughtered. This is obviously not 
an ideal scenario, and there are many people, in-
cluding quite a few rescues, who won't take a horse 
that came from the kill pen, believing (not inaccu-
rately) that it perpetuates an unfortunate cycle. 

Their answer to this problem is to go to the auc-
tions in person and try to outbid the kill buyers and 
buy the horses directly from the auction. The prob-

The Unwanted Horse, An Unpopular Opinion 

The Marshall Fire 

“To place your horse’s need for you to let 
him leave his failing body above your 

need to keep him with you—that is the 
greatest and purest love.”  

- Cynthia Garrett 
 

The gift of a good death for a beloved 
companion is the only humane and caring 
way in which to set an animal free. Those 
who send their old and infirmed horses to 

auction, who turn their eyes and minds 
away from their eventual slaughter never 

truly possessed that pure love for their 
horse, but rather saw them as a commod-

ity without value. - MCE 

The smoke plume was terrifying as the 

100 mph winds whipped the fire 

Controlled Chaos 
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Lynn Wyman in California called me in May to see 
if we had the quarantine pen available if she bought 
a thin Thoroughbred mare from a kill pen. The kill 
buyer had posted a video of her being ridden at the 
walk and trot, where she appeared to be sound, 
although you never know if they've been medicat-
ed. 

Lynn decided to pay the exorbitant ransom and 
over $2000 in shipping to get her to us. 

The mare with the special name arrived at our arid 
ranch from Louisiana on June 16th. Her trip lasted 
four days, as she rode around the country while the 
shipper dropped off and picked up other kill pen 
horses. 

Her registered name is Raindropsafalling, and as 
she stepped off the trailer, it started to rain! 

Woohoo! Maybe this ex racehorse will bring the 
rescue good luck and more rain. 

We quickly led the rain soaked mare to the quaran-
tine pen for her mandatory 30 day stay. She adjust-
ed very well and spent most of her time just eating 

Raindropsafalling 

and eating and eating. She really enjoyed her 3 
meals a day and unlimited hay. 

"Rain" was foaled in Louisiana on March 15th, 
2007. 

In her 30 starts (mainly at Delta Downs in Louisi-
ana), she had won $87,608.00, and STILL ended 
up at an auction so her greedy owner could get his 
last few dollars out of her. 

We couldn't trace her post racing life, although it's 

Rain is unloaded  
Rain’s ribs are fully exposed and she still wears 

the auction tag just after she moves into the 

quarantine pen 

Rain being ridden in the kill 

pen in Louisiana with a halter 

“Food at last!” 

A picture of Rain in one of her  

seven winning races. 

Kris Nixon begins to lead the thin mare from the 

trailer to the quarantine pen 

NOTE: 

Kill buyers buy heavy sound 
horses as well as thin or lame 
ones (many draft horses end 

up in the kill pen). More 
pounds = more money at 

slaughter. 

Kill buyers make a fortune 
getting folks to “rescue” 
these poor souls before 

slaughter in Mexico  
or Canada. 
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Raindropsafalling (continued) 

apparent she has nursed at least one foal, but no 
registered foals appear on any database. Her ances-

tors included many famous racehorses such as 
Secretariat, Northern Dancer and Mr. Prospector. 

On June 27th, our farrier, Craig Reynolds, trimmed 
her badly neglected and folded feet. Both front feet 
had these same thick walls grown out and folded 
over onto the soles. 

Once she was out of quarantine, Dr Kate Baer 
came out to float her irregular teeth. The only 
problem was, when it came time to go into the 
barn, Rain decided she I’d rather stay with her new 
best friend, Hootie, and showed us some of her 
best ex racehorse moves! After sedation, Dr Baer 
was able to get her teeth done, and now she's RE-
ALLY an eating machine! 

As she has continued to gain weight, she's become 
quite enthusiastic at feeding time, galloping around 
and bucking and rearing as you pour her food into 
her bucket. Finally, on November 12th, we photo-

graphed her at her proper weight. Our next step is 
to ride her and see if she can forget her past racing 
and kill pen life and be someone's future trail horse 
or . . . . ? —Bini 

Before Trimming 

Craig Reynolds works on Rain’s feet while she 

patiently stands still 

Dr. Kate Baer floats Rain’s teeth while Tarrin 

McClain holds the sleepy mare 

After Trimming 

Look at our beautiful kill pen girl now! 

Around The Ranch 

After years of promises Rob 

finally got the jumps painted 

including the RMHR and  

McDonalds jumps 

Bini (at 90 years old) takes 

Waylon for a test drive 
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Reckless was 
a small Mon-
golian mare 
purchased in 
1952 in Korea 
by Lieutenant 
Erick Peder-
son, leader of 
the Recoilless 
Rifle Platoon 
in 5th Marine 
Regiment.  In 
Marine jargon 
r e c o i l l e s s 
rifles were 
known as 
“ r e c k l e s s 
rifles,” hence 
her name. 

M a r i n e s 
trained Reck-
less to carry 
75mm ammu-
nition and 
supplies to 
frontline fir-
ing positions. 
She learned 
quickly and 
often completed her mission without a handler.  A 
strong, mutual bond formed.  It was no longer just 
a horse and Marines; the platoon accepted her as 
one of their own.  The small mare became Private 
Reckless. 

When the 5th Marines returned to Camp Pend-

Staff  Sergeant Reckless—War Horse and Hero 

leton in 1954, Reckless came with them.  She lived 
the remainder of her days at the Camp Pendleton 
stables.  Over the years, she had three foals: Daunt-
less, Fearless, and Chesty. 

Reckless stands next to  

her namesake  

recoilless rifle 

Marines strap munitions to 

Reckless for a trip to  

a firing site 

World War I soldiers paying 

respect to the horses killed  

in the conflict 
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Thank You Contributors! 

Our heartfelt thanks to our generous contributors. 
You have given us your time, talent, supplies, cash 
and even moral support since 2004. We wouldn’t 
be successful without you! 

Cash Contributors—Dec. 2021- Nov. 29, 2022 
Up to $49 

Irene Coleman, Johnita Lavine, Helen Davies, 

Cheri Rooney, Kathleen L. Bussa Living Trust, 

Lynn Wyman, Rita Chacon, Michael Gahar, Rachel 

Greenholz, Adrian Greenholz, Bronwen Cheney, 

Silvia Kirk, Daisy Shepherd, Don Clark, Connie 

Jones, Aura Ayler, Shelly Sandoval, Nancy Richard-

son, Naya Johnson, Zandra Waite, Rob Nixon, 

Jenni Foxworth, ColoradoGives Community First 

Foundation, Roxanne Swoboda, Krystle Beglari, 

Lisa Lammey, Charlotte Jonas, Tricia Lombardo, 

Lynda Dombe, Emma Morris Downey, Margaret 

Tuttle, Amy Henze, Jordan Tatum, Laura Green-

street, Tricia Lombardo, Dody Sullivan, Charlotte 

Jonas, Linda Lindhorst, Jane Meador, Nancy Ful-

som, Bobi McConnell, G. Elizabeth Hauptman, 

Robin Hindman, Brenna Cer, Maria Grether, Mark 

Hanne, Christina Brogan, Toni Rautus, Marilyn 

Hall, Miranda Middleton, Linda Loughrey, Diane 

Huber, Celeste M Marsh, Samantha Baumgarten, 

Tracy Billings 

$50-$99 

Ann Yates, Vasco Kazarov, Linda Conrad, Barbara 

Gardner, Nancy Lloyd, Magdalina Kazarov, Marta 

Schreiner, Judy Forman, Glenna Day, Neil Wiser, 

Bette Heller, Nina Daugherty, Frie Family Founda-

tion, Fred Mimack, Helen Gridley, Tricia Lombar-

do, Melissa Barber, Christine Martin, Kim Harri-

son, Deborah Whitcomb, Karen Tanner-Smith, 

Kimberly Williams, Ruth Marks, Derek W. Thom-

as, Ronald Koniz, Cheryl J. Marx, Sydney Ayers, 

Catherine McEachern, Linda Rock, Leah Rohwer, 

Carol Haertig, Elenny Striegnitz, Julia Lindsay, 

Martha Mortell, Betty Berry, Lisa Lang, Laura Han-

sen, Michele Irwin, Lynn Swanson, Fiona Arnold, 

Linda Hrycaj, Alicia Whitt 

$100-$199 

Toni Rautus, Mary Miklos, Barbara & Jerry Kil, 

Kylea Taylor, Patricia Lilliston, Emily Baum, Shane 

& Janine Baird, Patricia Rothdeiner, Alexa Honeg-

ger, Alexa Gutierrez, Julie Young, Mary McNeley, 

Shannon Hegarty Bedillo, Margaret McKay, Priscil-

la Greisman, Shirley Valverde, Lynne Cottrell, Mar-

garet Flannery, Laura Laturi, Suzi Conrad, Sue 

Sturbaum, Tall Horse Riding Club LLC, Jill Milton, 

Jane Rose, Carol O’Meara, Teresa Hoke Shaefer, 

Beth Luedke, Joanne Amiro, Pamela Harding, 

Wendy Haas, Deborah Ettenger, Rebecca Os-

borne, Alice Gilborn, Mary Norden, Mile High 

United Way, Walt Williams Ruth Schrock, Pat 

Spetz, Ann Hanna, Linda Gavit, Anita LaVelle, 

Grant Muller, Susie Baker, Rebecca Stanek, Jen-

nifer J. Ostenson, Sarah Keeker, Michelle Simpson, 

Michele Pitts, Kim Zuccarello, Lori Reisig, Carol 

Bouwer, Fran Sisler, Susanne Lindwood, David 

Brause, Eric J. Frank, Jordan Bennett Tatum, Jody 

Marken, Laurie Faye, Julie Young, Linda Gavit, 

Jean Kovacs, Ann Hanna, Shirley Thomas, Rebek-

kah Copel 

$200-$249 

Deborah Hargreaves, James Jordan, Shannon Be-

dillo, Leselie Stohlgren, Skyleah Westerfield, Laura 

Dickson, Teri Collett, Libby Stokes, Carole Ken-

ney, Constance Schmidt, Leah Rohwer, Paul C. 

Leetz, Berndt Myhr, Christine Hancock, Pam Li-

nan, Claudia Hogue, Carol Slade, Sandra Newton 

$250-$349 

Audrey Cook, Richard Hall Jr., Joyce & Doc Bald-

win, Mary Miklos, Barb Daniel, Johnson & John-

son Matching Gift, Sue Moore, Nancy S. Mitchell, 

Susan Rutherford, Louise Preyer, Marilyn Golden, 

Interscholastic Equestrian Association, Marc Eber-

hardt, Rena Todd and Richard Reynolds, Marie 

Frederickson, Melissa Schefski, Randall Smith, 

ColoradoGives Community First Foundation 

$350-$499 

Melissa Sells, Katie Keller, Kristine Valencia, Ken-

dall Secory, Pat Burnett, Capricorn Breeding Farm, 

Lisa Revet, Lori Seawell 

$500-$749 

Jill Kluge, Brooks & Roxanne Bergner, Kim Zu-

carello, Susan Brushaber, Connie Caruso, Marianna 

J. Lea, Amanino Foundation, Jami Cordova & Bill 

Polzin, Ruth Ann Burnett, Shirley Valverde, Cathy 

Eberhard, Nichole Hoskinson, Michael Hammell, 

Travis Cebula, Alan and Deneb Pologar, Joy John-

son, August Colosimo 

$750-$999 

Barb Archuleta,  Buddy Brown, Rachell Gillham, 

Ann Chism, Linda Cortes, Celia Thomas, Tracye 

Ferguson/Meridian Riding Club 

 

Around The Ranch 

Murphy and Friday take a 

break from grazing 

A rainbow above the outdoor 

arena 

Gary Clyncke delivers a 570 

bale  load of hay to RMHR 

A spring snow falls  

peacefully on the ranch 
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$1,000+ 

Jill Wyman, Ben Duke III, Nancy Million, Kristi 

Wysocki, Kelly Kunz, Daphne Bitnar, Gail French 

$1,500+ 

Blackbaud Giving Fund, Mighty Cause (Truist) 

Charitable Foundation, Carol Richardson, Laura 

Hensen, The Baco Fund, Stan Koniz, William and 

Heidi Keller 

$2,000+ 

Phillip Williamson 

$2,500+ 

Nancy Gooding, The Precourt Foundation 

$4,000+ 

Claire Davis Memorial Fund 

$5,000+ 

Gerald Marz Living Trust, The Denver Foundation 

Arapahoe High School Community Fund honoring 

Claire Davis, Kay Frogge, St. Vrain Block Compa-

ny, Network for Good 

$10,000+ 

The Morris Family Charitable Trust 

Contributors – Items 

Glenna Day—78” midweight blanket, ton of tack, 

tack trunk; Jax Farm & Ranch—40 bags of assort-

ed horse feed; Doug Torza—pair of soft ride 

boots, grazing muzzle; Celia Thomas & Friends—

truck load of senior feed, box scraper; Nancy Mil-

lion—plywood sheets, 2x4s, 4x4s, various building 

supplies; Leigh Peters—Dawn Normali painting of 

horses for fundraising; Daniel Richmond—2 bags 

of Organic horse plus; Deborah Jo Hargreaves– 

antique saddle; Dave Martineau & Jill Billings—

blankets, tack, lots of feed, dewormers, treats; Amy 

Howard—

Cosequin, de-

wormers, electro-

lytes, fly traps, 

treats, 10 bags of 

various feed, salt 

blocks, bits, sad-

dle pads and 

more; Scott & 

Terry Howard—4 

bridles, saddle 

bags, helmet, 6 

cinches, 3 blan-

kets; Linda Cor-

tes—3 step 

mounting block; 

Jason Ylarraz—

Trex deck boards; 

Deb Godesiobo-

is—her Dad’s 

antique pack sad-

dle, panniers, 

harness, bridles, 

easy boots and 

more; Corky & 

Mindy Brown—

50 lb bag of carrots; Kay Shehann—bags of bran 

and special elder horse feed; Laura Dixon—loads 

of Invermection dewormer, stamps; Gary Vos-

burg—14 bales of grass hay; Ann Van Deveter—

blankets, saddle pads; Cindy Morrison—saddle, 

blankets; Cheri Rooney—2 muck rakes, 2 saddle 

blankets, 2 Davis boots with inserts, metal bird 

feeder; Jean Mesendich—sport boot, irons, tack, 

etc.; Melanie Hood—8 small salt blocks, hose; 

Jared Gregory & fellow Lockheed Martin employ-

ees—24 bales of straw; Kendra Sandoval—6 straw 

bales; Lisa Lucero—2 bags of special feed; Manna 

Pro—185 bags of senior feed; Gabriele & Sam 

Patton—50 bales of hay; Faith Wille—25 bales of 

alfalfa. 

We are very appreciative of others who donated 

goods that either wished to remain anonymous or 

we accidentally omitted. 

Special Thanks to A 

Home for Every Horse 

in partnership with 

Purina who donated 

coupons for 34 bags of 

Purina® Horse Feed 

Jason Ylarraz brought us a 

huge pile of Trex deck 

boards 

Liz Smith’s daughters enjoyed 

feeding their donated car-

rots to Maggie and the minis 

Mindy and Corky Coleman 

donate copious amounts of 

carrots to RMHR 

Deb and Steve Godesiobois 

Donate Dbb’s Dad’s pack 

equipment 

Our good friends at MannaPro donated 180 

bags of senior feed 

Terrie Howard donated all 

kinds of tack 



Thank You Contributors! 

 

Contributors – Manpower 

Linda Cortes, Shannon Bercompas, Carol Richard-

son, Craig Martinez, Erin Hogan, Terri Melander, 

David Schlesselman, Jill Kluge, Nanette Erickson, 

Cathy Anderson, Nancy Harts, Debbie Pickerill, 

Emily Beam, Don Clark, Terry Bassett, Gloria 

Mattarocchia, Terry Bassett, Patricia Lilliston, Stan 

& Kathy Koniz, Claudia Hogue, Barbara Brenny, 

Karen Kah, Alexa Gutierrez, Terri Collins, Nancy 

Million, Jill Wywra, Lorrie Bartlett, Gary Dean, 

Linda Kelly, Kate Reid, Randy Kerr, Toni Rautus, 

Ray Salinas, Connie Caruso, Laura Quackenbush, 

Betty Berry, Kathi Pober, Krystal Beglari, Christie 

Barnett, Mark Ladwig, Bobby & Christine 

Griesgraber, Rob & Kris Nixon, Birgit Blun, Sher-

ry Lafferty, Melanie Hood, Bill & Jami Polzin, Di-

ana Mayo, Brittney Morgan, Kelsey Januaskas, 

Linda & Kendle Grosso, Elisa Bilby, Karyn Simp-

son, Katie Despain, Craig Reynolds, Jeff Marshall, 

Kate Corcoran, Bini Abbott, Ramona Davis, 

Stephanie Shea, Emily Kil, Mary Norden, Ryan 

Schields, Laura Hansen, Lindsay Martin, Leah 

Rohwer, Danny Murphy, Janice Holland 

Sponsors/Foster Caregivers 

Melanie Hood, Meggan Brovege, Linda Kelly, Jill 

Kluge, Kate Reid, Kelly Birtland 

Transporters  

Laura Gill, Kris Nixon, Bill Polzin, Jenny Alsberg, 

Carolyn Kavinski, Wendy Haas & Dan Jago, Con-

nie Caruso, Emily Kil, Becky Osborne 
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Gabriele & Sam Patton stand 

with 50 bales of donated hay 

Jared Gregory and his fellow 

worker from Lockheed Mar-

tin donated 24 bales of straw 

Every year, our favorite Santa's helper, Celia 

Thomas, spearheads a fundraiser for feed for 

us at Christmas time. She has brought us hun-

dreds of bags of feed over the years, and we are 

eternally grateful. 

Gary Vosburg donated 14 

bales of hay and grain at the 

suggestion of LEMC 

1. Create a digital account—A digital account is 
needed to participate in King Soopers/City Market 
Community Rewards. If you already have a digital 
account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your 
account so that all transactions apply toward the 
organization you choose. If you have a Shopper’s 
card but have never created a digital account; go to 
either: 

https://www.kingsoopers.com/account/create 

or  

https://www.citymarket.com/account/create/ 

If you have a Shopper’s Card but have never creat-
ed a digital account, you must do that first. After 
you have your account created then login and per-
form the following steps. 

2. Link your Card to an organization—Selecting 
the organization that you wish to support is as 
simple as updating the Community Rewards selec-
tion on your digital account. 

A. Sign-in to your digital account.  

B. Click on “My Account” 

C. Click on Community Rewards 

D. Search for “Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue” 
in the Find an Organization search box.  
Click on [Enroll]. 

E. DONE! RMHR displays in the Community 
Rewards section of your account.  

3. RMHR earns—Any transactions moving for-
ward using your grocery Shopper’s Card number 
associated with your digital account will be applied 
to the program, at no added cost to you. Kroger 
donates annually to participating organizations 
based on your percentage of spending as it relates 
to the total spending associated with all participat-
ing Krogers Community Rewards organizations. 

Need help? Contact: 

Email rockymountainhorserescue@gmail.com or 
Call Rob Nixon at (303) 204-1898 

Donate as you shop at King Soopers/City Market  
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For Real Horse People to Enjoy 
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Where are They Now? 

Snowflake & Easton—Laura 

Hensen 

Laura is a long time volunteer who 

took a shine to Snowflake and 

Easton. Her love affair led to her 

being a Silver Sponsor of both hors-

es to help offset the cost of their 

care. Eventually, Laura decided to 

adopt the two and board them at a 

fantastic stable. All three now live 

blissfully together in Conifer, CO 

where Laura dotes on them daily. 

Some of our adoptions are happening all across the United States! 

Max—Kendall Secary 

Kendall was looking for a com-

panion pony for her retired 

horse Woody. She wanted the 

pony to be good with children. 

She met with Kris and Max 

was the perfect fit. As a bonus, 

Max got a free baby!  

Twiz—Zach & Rachel 

Gillham 

Zach and Rachel live on a small 

horse farm in Keenesburg, CO. 

They were looking for another 

horse to add to their family 

when Twiz took a shine to 

them. They were going to pro-

ceed in adopting Twiz more 

slowly but his love for them 

expedited the process. They are 

all getting along perfectly. 

Gypsy—Joleen Wood-

ward 

Joleen came to the rescue look-

ing for a horse for her daughter 

to ride and instead left with 

Gypsy, one of our Iowa minis. 

Gypsy is going to be a com-

panion to Joleen’s other minia-

ture horse.  

Elle (on the left) and 

Shirley Valverde 

Shirley had previously adopted 

Belle, an older chestnut TB, 

from RMHR many years ago. 

Sadly, Belle had to be put down 

and her stablemate Desi need-

ed a new companion. Shirley 

adopted Elle in May of this 

year. Desi is so glad to have a 

partner, she just lets Elle be the 

boss. 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Volunteers receive no pay, not because they are 

worthless, but  because they are priceless!  

Karyn Simpson takes a break while 30 year 

old Little Bit shows her approval 

Ray Salinas helps maintain 

our fleet of wheelbarrows 

AND gets us great discounts 

on paint for sheds 

Stan & Kathy Koniz volunteer weekly to shovel 

and rake while Lexi I contemplates producing 

additional manure 

Our Treasurer, Kate Corco-

ran,  works on  finances 

even after moving to Arizona 

Janice Holland pets Silver 

while Kash tries to ‘horn in’ 

on the action 

Jill Kluge throws her hands up in 

dismay after Pete and Tatiana 

knock over her wheelbarrow 

Farrier Craig Reynolds takes 

a break from trimming horses 

Katie DeSpain dove 

right in to shovel 

after her tour 

Nancy Million and Jill Wyrwa 

take a break from cleaning 

Lexi I's pen 

Nancy Harts and Debbie Pickerill  

pause cleaning pens to pose with Justin  

after he gained weight 

Kelly Birtland ‘picks’  

Clementines Pen 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Karen Kah has to 

bend down to  

cuddle with Emmy 

Toni Rautus (longtime volun-

teer and bird authority) 

holds Dark Chips 

Randy Kerr, and assistant, 

stop by to check on a mal-

functioning golf cart 

Connie Caruso always visits 

with treats and  also hauls 

horses for us 

Kate Reid rakes in the mini’s pen (at 

least they don’t produce as much 

manure as big horses 

Long time volunteers, donors and transporters for RMHR 

Michelle McDaniel and Colleen Popick,  

owners of St. Vrain Block 

Don Clark decides whether to next clean  

Double Trouble Friday’s pen 

Claudia Hogue and Patricia 

Lilliston get the done done 

at double pace 

“Maggie” thanks  

Barbara Brenny for 

her clean pen 

Terri Collins is thanked by Jelly 

Bean for cleaning her pen 

Laurie Bartlett and Andrew 

Dryden with Dale and 

Cooper 



Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Page 28 
HOOFPRINTS & LETTERS 

9190 Alkire St. 

Arvada, CO 80005 

(303) 424-0037 

Christie Barnett massages Duke while 

wearing her "May the Horse be With You" 

t-shirt 

Mark Ladwig bales our hayfield 

Laura Quackenbush poses 

with Cowboy 

Bobby Griesgraber 

goes to work picking 

up manure 

Betty Berry shows “Justin” 

how skinny he was on arrival 

Krystal Beglari, “Saturday” Linda Cortes, Shannon 

Bercompas and Kathi Pober clown around after 

cleaning chips’ pen 

Dave Schlesselman takes  

a break with Pistol  

Packing Pete 

Krystal Beglari takes a pic-

ture of Jelly Bean and her 

tiny mother, Polka Dot 

Gloria Mattarochia pre-

pares Clementine for a 

walk to lose weight 

Volunteer sentiment often 
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Craig Martinez and Erin  

Hogan are always  

willing to help 

Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Emily Kil and Ryan Shields  tag team a section of 

unruly fence in one of our older pens 

Birgit Blun came clear from Germany to help 

out (actually she moved to Golden recently) 

Dianna Mayo pets 

our newest Shet-

land Pony, Tony 

Sherri Lafferty, a long 

time regular, Gets Elle’s 

mucking approval 

Rob Nixon and Bill Polzin build a great shed 

for Waylon and Willy 

Kelsey Januaskas and Kendle & Linda Grosso 

fill 2 wheelbarrows in 1 pen 

Melanie Hood does double duty giving Lexi and 

October Sky their treats 

Brittney Morgan works on 30 

plus year old Tony’s tail 



Our Anderson Sling traveled to 
Alaska twice and was featured on 

Nat Geo Wild and  
Animal Planet TV Shows 
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www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

100 Days later 

on Arrival 

Chance—Quarterhorse 
 Stallion 

Free 

Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue is now registered  
with Colorado Gives! This allows us to participate in 

Colorado Gives Day and provides a platform for  
all year giving via credit card 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2022 


