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The first time I heard about Norma Jean, 
who at that time was just known has Lot 
1175, I just said, "No". 

She was getting ready to ship to Mexico on a 
kill truck, and I was asked if we could take 
her if someone paid her bail. No; we can't 
take on an elderly, lame, half blind draft 
horse. No. Then against my better judge-
ment, I looked at her pictures. She was thin, 
had an obviously badly injured eye, and 
something rather drastically wrong with her 
hind leg. She had been an Amish work horse 
for however long and then when she was 
old and broken, she got dumped at an auc-
tion. The more I looked at her pictures, the 
sadder I got. She was just so pathetic. Here 
was a horse the size of a small elephant, and 
she looked like a lost puppy. 

"Yes", was the next thing I said, "If you get 
her, we will take her." 

Then began the scrambling around to get 
her shipped from Texas. I felt pretty strong-
ly that time was not on our side and she 
needed to get to us as quickly as possible. 

But it was also about 10 days before Christ-
mas, so not a lot of trucks big enough to haul 
a contaminated draft horse were available. We 
finally found someone and Lot 1175 was on 
her way to us. 

When she arrived, non-weight bearing on her 
left hind leg, and with her left eye swollen 
shut, I had a moment of, "What the hell are 
we doing?" However, we're an optimistic 
bunch of dummies around here, so we put 
her in the quarantine pen and started on what 
I can only describe as a veterinary odyssey. 

I decided to name her Norma Jean, because I 
felt like she needed a big glamorous name to 
go with her big maybe not so glamorous 
body. Lot 1175 was going to be a star just like 
Marilyn Monroe. 

Norm Jean embraced the glamorous life with 
gusto. Even in her semi-dilapidated condi-
tion, she enjoyed the finer things in life, like 
blankets and most especially: food! Nobody 
can plow through a bucket of grain like our 
gal Norma. When she first arrived she would 
not take a treat, but now about takes your 
whole arm off. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Norma’s hoof, cracked across the  

coronet band

Norma Jean in the killpen

Norma Jean in the quarantine pen with 

her brand new blanket

Norma’s eye Norma’s hoof



had come unstitched from the shoe. Additionally, 
the smell emanating from that abscess was nothing 
short of appalling. I will spare you the rest of the 
gory details except the part where I ran around  
trying to get everyone in sight to come smell her 
foot. There were no takers. 

At this point, we knew we had a serious problem. 
If her hoof sloughed off at the coronary band, 
euthanasia would probably be our only option. 

Fortunately, Dr. Baer was able to come out very 
quickly. Radiographs showed the entire inside of 
her hoof capsule was filled with gas and necrotic 
tissue, with infection pushing its way out through 
her coronary band. 

Enter Tanner Grass. Tanner is an extremely talent-
ed farrier, with tons of experience both with draft 

Norma Jean (continued) 
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We started out Norma's vet care attempting to 
treat her eye. She had a badly infected cut over it, 
and our vet, Dr. Kate Baer, cleaned it and exam-
ined her eyeball. She determined that the eye would 
have to be removed, but fortunately it was not an 
emergency situation, so we could let her get a bit 
healthier in general before putting her through 
surgery. 

Next up was her left hind leg. She had blood seep-
ing out of multiple cracks on the sole of her foot. 
After cleaning it up, we packed it and treated it as a 
sole abscess, which actually worked! For a while. 

After Norma Jean got out of quarantine, we started 
making plans for her enucleation (eye removal). 
Meanwhile, she had recurring abscesses in her hind 
foot, which we continued to treat and that came 
and went. 

Two days before her scheduled eye surgery, a little 
incident occurred. When I say "Little incident" I 
mean her left hind foot exploded!  

Anyone who has had horses long enough has dealt 
with sole abscesses. We deal with a lot of them out 
at the rescue, but honestly nothing really prepared 
me for foot explosion 2023.  Norma was just out 
and about, minding her own business, but we no-
ticed she was extremely lame on her left hind leg 
AGAIN. Thinking we would just wrap up her foot 
as usual, Bill Polzin and I went in the pen with my 
trusty abscess kit. I picked up her foot and her 
entire heel opened up like the sole of a shoe that 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bini and Norma Jean 

Tanner Grass examines Norma’s terrible hoof 

condition and formulates a plan (see the pro-

gress in left margin) 

1. Tanner’s first trim, re-

sectioning the hoof 

2. Fitting the sole plate 

and shoe 

3. The finished product 

4. Six weeks later, trim 

number two 

5. Fitting the shoe without 

the pad for her second 

shoeing Norma’s stitched eye 
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horses and hoof resection. Tanner worked on her 
for hours. He cut a huge portion of her foot off, 
cleaned out the crevasse caused by the infection 
and then fitted her with a shoe and pad which he 
put on backwards to alleviate pressure on the com-
promised area. Then we bandaged her foot and leg 
and hoped for the best. 

The next day, she had her eye removed. It was 
quite a week for Norma Jean. The eye removal 
went smoothly although by that point, she was 
more bandage than horse! 

Weeks went by, she had her eye sutures removed, 
got reshod by Tanner and her foot was looking 
great. In the process of all our other diagnostics, 
we discovered she has very significant ringbone in 
at least three of her four legs (we didn't radiograph 
the fourth leg, because why?). 

The great news about Norma Jean is almost a year 
after coming to us, she's doing great. She's accli-
mated to only having one eye, her left hind foot is 
great and we manage her ringbone with daily Equi-
ox. 

She has also developed quite a personality! From 
the sad sack that came in (who stood in the corner 
with her head hanging), she now runs up and 
down the fence at feeding time and mugs you for 
cookies. 

She is a grand old gal and we couldn't be happier 
to have her. 

The moral of this story though is this: if you bail a 
horse from a kill pen or buy one at an auction to 
save it from the kill pen, you really have to be pre-
pared to do just about anything. These horses of-
ten have tremendous problems, whether physical 
or mental. They require more care, more feed, 
more veterinary assistance and generally more 
knowledge than a horse bought through traditional 
channels. 

Norma Jean (continued) 
Norma is happy and healthy now, but it was not a 
short or inexpensive road. 

We feel lucky to have her and she's definitely lucky 
to be here! 

Kris Nixon 

Norma’s head bandage after enucleation 

Norma’s eye after enucleation surgery 

a feather hangs from a braid in Norma Jean’s 

mane after a thorough volunteer grooming 

session 

The greatness of  

a nation and its  

moral progress  

can be judged by 

the way its  

animals are  

treated. 

– Mahatma Ghandi 

NOTE: 

Kill buyers buy heavy sound 
horses as well as thin or lame 
ones (many draft horses end 

up in the kill pen). More 
pounds = more money at 

slaughter. 

Kill buyers make a fortune 
getting folks to “rescue” 
these poor souls before 

slaughter in Mexico  
or Canada. Kris Nixon jogs Norma for vet Kate Baer 
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Ray is a twenty-two year old Missouri Foxtrotter. 
He came to us in June from the Forest Service. We 
fairly quickly diagnosed him with Cushing’s disease, 
and started treating him. We thought that was pret-
ty much darling Ray's only problem. We were mis-
taken. Ray had a little discharge coming from his 
right nostril, which then became a little more dis-
charge. Upon further investigation (an x-ray of his 
head), it was determined that his sinus cavity was 
full of infection. An oral exam didn't reveal any-
thing especially noteworthy, but it was impossible 
to tell for sure whether or not it was a tooth be-
cause of all the infection up in his sinus. A round 
of antibiotics did nothing to improve him, so on to 
plan B, which was flushing his sinus. 

A needle was inserted into his sinus and saline 
solution was pushed through in the (vain) hope 
that the infection could be broken up and cleared 
out. That procedure was performed three different 
times, with very little success. The vets were able to 
flush out a small amount, which was sent to the lab 
for a culture. The culture responded to a different 
antibiotic, so we treated Ray with that for 14 days. 
Unfortunately, what worked in the lab didn't work 
in Ray's nose. 

Plan C anyone? 

Plan C was for Ray to go to Littleton Equine Medi-
cal Center and have his sinus scoped, and hopefully 
figure out further treatment. Once we arrived at 
LEMC, Ray was sedated and they ran a scope into 
his sinus. It was PACKED with infection. The vets 
there flushed, scraped and plucked away at the 
pockets of infection and even found where it had 
actually eaten a hole in his sinus. Once they had 
removed quite a lot of infected material, they radi-
ographed his head again. With much of the impact-

ed material gone it was apparent that he had a bad-
ly infected root on one of his teeth. 

Removing teeth in a horse can be very difficult and 
can involve going in through their cheek to get the 

Ray getting infected matter scraped out of his 

sinus by Dr. Hill 

The team at Littleton Equine Medical Center 

scope Ray’s sinus 

Ray gets and exam and some 

head radiographs by Dr. Kate 

Baer 

Ray and volunteer Linda Cortes 

Flushing Ray’s sinus 
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broken root out when extracting through their 
mouth doesn't get the whole tooth. 

Consistent with the rest of Ray's saga, the tooth 
broke off at the root. The next day they made an 
incision in his face and extracted the root. Finally 
he had some relief! As of this writing, Ray is home, 
on oral antibiotics (again) and doing very well. 

Ray (continued) 

Who knows how long he went around with that 
nasty infected tooth? He's probably had a headache 
for a year! 

Kris Nixon 

The hole in Ray’s sinus 

Ray looks forward to heading home  

If you haven’t heard of Kroger’s Community Re-
wards program please take a minute to read this 
and sign up. When you create a digital account at 
King Soopers or another Kroger owned store you 
can designate a Community Rewards organization 
for your account. As you shop, you donate to that 
organization, AT NO ADDITIONAL EXPENSE 
TO YOU. Kroger donates annually to participating 
organizations based on your percentage of spend-
ing as it relates to the total spending associated 
with all participating Kroger Community Rewards 
organizations. We’d like you to pick us, but if not, 
please pick another beneficial organization. In the 
3rd quarter of  2023 we received $501 from 39 
shoppers supporting RMHR. 

1. Create a digital account—A digital account is 
needed to participate in King Soopers/City Market 
Community Rewards. If you already have a digital 
account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your 
account so that all transactions apply toward the 
organization you choose. If you have a Shopper’s 
card but have never created a digital account; go to 
either: 

If you have a Shopper’s Card but have never creat-
ed a digital account, you must do that first. After 
you have your account created, then login and per-
form the following steps. 

2. Link your Card to an organization—Selecting 
the organization that you wish to support is as 
simple as updating the Community Rewards selec-
tion on your digital account. 

A. Sign-in to your digital account.  

B. Click on “My Account” 

C. Click on Community Rewards 

D. Search for “Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue” 
in the Find an Organization search box.  
Click on [Enroll]. 

E. DONE! RMHR displays in the Community 
Rewards section of your account.  

3. RMHR earns—Any transactions moving for-
ward using your grocery Shopper’s Card number 
associated with your digital account will be applied 
to the program. 

Need help? Contact: 

Email rockymountainhorserescue@gmail.com or 
Call Rob Nixon at (303) 204-1898 

Donate as you shop at King Soopers/City Market  

The Killdeer year  

We don’t know if it was the 

wet spring or some other 

weather phenomena, but we 

were absolutely inundated 

with Killdeer this year. They 

yelled at us as we mowed, fed 

horses, drove in and out of 

the rescue, etc. One brave 

mother layed her eggs in the 

sand of the outdoor arena 

where we had to erect a pe-

rimeter for the 30 day incuba-

tion. Boy the babies sure were 

cute though. 
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tioned husband, 

friends and sup-

porters managed 

to pull together a 

party and auction 

in three weeks! It 

was a grand time, 

once it started! 

Susan knew of 

the greatest band, 

Mountain Re-

Verb, and I hap-

pen to be friends 

with a fabulous 

auctioneer, Phillip 

Pearceall. My 

great friend, Sarah 

Watson, and one 

of our mighty 

volunteers, Karyn 

Simpson, ran the silent auction.  

I was floored by the number of auction items that 

were donated. My friends from across the country 

sent so many fabulous things, to say nothing of the 

outpouring of support we got locally. We raised 

over $10,000.00 that night, and also got to make 

some new friends and reconnect with some old 

friends.  

When my good friend Susan Brock approached me 

about doing a fundraiser for our rescue at her 

farm, I said yes, because, gee, how hard could it 

be? Turns out, I was wildly underestimating the 

amount of work it would be, while wildly overesti-

mating my own abilities. When the Beatles sang, "I 

get by with a little help from my friends", they 

must surely have been foreshadowing my inaugural 

run as charity event manager. Ok, well, a "little 

help" times one million. 

Fortunately,  I have the greatest husband ever, and 

also the best, most helpful friends and rescue sup-

porters. Somehow, Susan and I and aforemen-

Entrenched ignorance  

masquerades as  

tradition — anonymous 

The RMHR Hootenanny 

Folks enjoy the music of Mountain ReVerb,  

Pizza and drinks 

Bini educates some attendees on the available 

rescue equipment and horses up for adoption 

Kris Nixon demonstrates the 

correct form to ride “Diablo” 

and donate $2 

Phillip Pearceall Works the live auction  

crowd while Kris does her  

best “Vanna White” impersonation 

Ranch Wildlife 

A first and only. A small 

group of elk run through a 

pasture 

The Standley Lake eagles on 

a power pole in our hayfield 

“Uno” the one eared bunny 

“Bob”, looking majestic 
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Tuesday, 
December 
5th is  
Colorado 
Gives Day. 
Every non-
profit  
receiving a 
donation 
on Colora-
do Gives 
Day  
receives a 
portion of the Colorado Gives Day In-
centive Fund, increasing the impact and 
the value of every dollar donat-
ed.  Please remember us on 12/5 or 
schedule a donation today.  

On, wait. My butler just told me we're talking 
about setting the clock and our watches back and 
forward, not saving daylight or how fast or slow 
time is. That's dumb you guys. Of course, I can't 
wear a watch, because it slides off over my leg, but 
really, just make sure that my meals come at the 
same time every day. I don't care about your 
clocks. 

So, a couple of times a year, I hear a lot of grum-
bling and complaining about "the time change" and 
let me tell you I could not agree more. 

I thought I was the only one who noticed that time 
changes. Like, how slowly it goes right BEFORE 
feeding time and then how fast it goes while you're 
eating. 

And then how about how fast it goes before your 
vet appointment? And how slow it is when the 
farrier is trimming your feet? It's not right! 

One time, I fell asleep and when I woke up some-
one had filed my teeth off. That time went VERY 
fast. 

Then another time, I had a stomach ache, and my 
butlers said I couldn't eat any food until dinner 
even though I felt completely fine after I got a 
shot, and even kicked someone to let them know I 
felt fine. That day, the time went very, very slowly. 

When I get turned out with my friends, the time 
speeds up again. The butlers say I've been out half 
the day, but I'm pretty sure that's a lie and it was 10 
minutes. 

A lot of times, they say, "Just hang on a minute" 
when I'm sticking my head through the fence be-
cause they have clearly forgotten to feed me. I 
guess a "minute" is the same as half the day. 

I'm not sure what this daylight savings is, but I 
think you guys should know, you can't save day-
light. Does daylight even need to be saved? It 
seems like daylight knows what it's doing. I live 
outside. I see daylight quite a bit and it really seems 
very competent . . . 

JoJo’s Corner 

Board Members /Staff 

President Bini Abbott (303) 424-0037 

Vice President Kris Nixon (303) 910-1689 

Treasurer Kate Corcoran (303) 829-4705 

Secretary Mary Norden (303) 978-1850 

Western Colorado/Fund Raising Ruth Ann Burnett (970) 245-7774 

Horse Welfare Consultant Carole Kenney (303) 910-9410 

Special Events/Volunteers Stefanie Shea (860) 878-2303 

Volunteers/Adoptions Emily Kil (860) 885-9559 

Northern Colorado Laura Gill (970) 371-1446 

Best Practices & Veterans Ranya Kelly (303) 431-0904 

Veterinarian Advice Lois Toll, DVM (303) 794-6359 

Other Supporting Staff 

Website & Newsletter Rob Nixon (303) 204-1898 

Facilities & Heavy Equipment Bill Polzin (303) 906-8509 

Jojo leans out of his pen to ask if it’s  

“Dinnertime”. 
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Clementine and  

Rochelle 

Rochelle Malik called us 

earlier this year, looking 

for a companion for her 

older gelding, Darry. His 

current companion was 

experiencing major health 

problems and was going 

to be euthanized.  She 

wanted a small horse or a 

pony,  and we had just the 

perfect one!! Clementine 

and Darry are very happy 

together!  

Jelly Bean and Leslie 

Jelly Bean came to us as a barely handled 3 year 

old. By the time she was 4, she had some job skills, 

but was still a firecracker of a pony, and was defi-

nitely going to need the right people to bring her 

along. 

Enter Leslie Stuler. Leslie was looking for a com-

panion for her horse, but she also really wanted 

something she could work with. A project? Have 

we got the project for you!! Leslie and her husband 

came up and instantly fell in love with Jelly Bean. 

They worked with her around our property, and 

decided she was the one! Lucky Jelly Bean now has 

the perfect home. 

Maggie 

a n d 

Christi  

I have to 

be honest, 

I thought 

M a g g i e 

would be 

with us to 

the end. 

She's older, 

she's barely 

broke to ride, she's a little hard to catch, and she 

has a breathing problem. And of course, she's a 

mare. Not the most adoptable horse around. Until 

Christi Romberg met her, that is. Christi has an 

older paint gelding and wanted him to have a pal. 

She fell in love with Maggie. Maggie and her new 

family are doing just great. What do I know? 

Max the Pony Update 

Max was in a kill pen in Louisi-

ana where he was substituted 

by the kill buyer for a cute 

yearling pony who was proba-

bly “ransomed” over and over. 

He traveled to Oklahoma and 

Texas with Clementine before 

reaching his Colorado savior. 

Max, adopted last year by Ken-

dall Secary, loves hanging 

around with his new kid friends 
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Where Are They Now 

F r i d a y 

and Julie  

Julie Benz 

called me 

and asked if 

we had 

a n y t h i n g 

suitable to 

be a com-

panion to 

her older 

broodmare. 

She said the mare was a little bossy, and needed a 

horse who wasn't too much of a wallflower. She also 

wanted something gentle to handle, as she does all her 

horse care herself, and wasn't keen on getting dragged 

around and stomped on. (Who is, really?) 

I told her she had basically just described our boy 

Friday. He loves mares, he's no pushover, and he's 

easy as pie on the ground. Julie came for a meet and 

greet, and Friday showed her his perfect charm and 

manners. Friday is working out so well, in fact, that 

day two of having him and his new bestie separated 

by a gate so they could get to know each other a bit, 

they broke the gate down so they could be together. 

True love. 

Darby and Heather & James  

Heather Taylor had a darling older miniature horse 

that was nearing the end of her life. She desperately 

wanted a sweet mini to keep her other horse com-

pany after her mini passed. Darby!!! Darby is THE 

ONE. Darby is the most perfect miniature horse 

ever. She's sweet, she's calm, she's friendly, she 

likes other horses. I honestly didn't especially even 

want her to get adopted, because she is so generally 

delightful to have around. But Heather is so nice, 

and the situation sounded so great, it was really just 

meant to be.  

In case I had even a smidgen of doubt, Heather 

and her husband James gave her a middle name. 

Dazzle. 

Congratulations, Darby Dazzle Taylor. You're 

home. 

Laverne, Shirley, Thel-

ma, Louise, Sinks, Lucy, 

Ethel and Kris  

This is not a case of being 

adopted, this is a case of me 

adopting! For some reason, 

I've always wanted ducks. 

Well, now I have ducks!!! 

Seven ducks, to be exact. 

Why did I need ducks, you 

ask? Don't you have enough 

to do, you ask? What do 

ducks even do? They quack, 

waddle, swim and lay eggs. 

You know, duck stuff. And 

no, I didn't NEED them, but 

I love them. And Rob built 

them the worlds greatest 

duck house, so they're safe at 

night, and during the day 

they go out in their duck 

turnout. Yes, they have a 

duck turnout. Be quiet. I 

know. No, they are not avail-

able for adoption. I'll just be 

over here watching my ducks 

swim, if you need me. 

Kris Nixon 
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Tulip 

Tulip came from a traveling circus in Florida! She 

was part of a pony riding ring, and a good Samari-

tan reported her poor condition to Animal Con-

trol. Of course we couldn't resist a mini! Tulip has 

gained weight and is downright feisty now. She's 

probably in her mid to late twenties but don't tell 

her that. 

Cookie 

Recently, it was brought to our attention that there 

was a totally blind horse in need of rehoming. Nev-

er ones to let good judgement or even normal 

common sense stand in our way, I contacted the 

owner to get more details. The mare in question 

had been a ranch horse and by all accounts every-

one's favorite to ride, until one day she was found 

with major injuries sustained from bumbling 

through the pasture fence. In the course of stitch-

ing up her injuries, it was discovered that she had 

at some point lost her sight. She was living out on 

many, many acres, with cattle and other horses and 

rugged terrain, which clearly wasn't going to be a 

sustainable situation if she was blind. A decision 

was made to euthanize her. When I spoke with the 

owner, he told me they had owned her for most of 

her life, and she was a very kind and gentle horse 

that his young grandson had learned to ride on. 

Other than losing her sight, she was healthy and 

still fairly young, at only 16 years old. I agreed we'd 

give her a chance, particularly since she was sup-

posed to be very good with other horses, so I fig-

ured we could give her a seeing eye pony, and all 

would be well. Our great friend Carrie Terroux-

Barrett, founder of Colorado Horse Rescue Net-

work in Rush, agreed to haul her for us, since the 

mare was living not too far from her. 

When "Cookie" arrived at the rescue,  we were all 

amazed at how well she really gets around for a 

horse with little or no sight. Carrie had, in just a 

few days, taught her that the word "touch" meant 

she should touch something with her nose to fig-

ure out to step up, or find the water tank, etc. 

She's a very sweet horse, and attractive. 

As with most stories, that's the good news. Now 

the bad news. Within less than a half an hour, it 

became readily apparent that Cookie might like 

other horses, but she sure doesn't like OUR hors-

es. Her potential roommate, Stella the pony, got 

screamed and struck at, so I removed her from 

the pen. That left only her next door neighbor, 

Butch, whom she could easily avoid contact with, 

if she didn't like him. Unfortunately,  Cookie 

chose violence, and practically immediately kicked 

at him through the corral panel, proceeding to get 

her hind leg stuck. Fortunately, Carrie hadn't even 

had time to leave, so in the true spirit of, "it takes 

a village", we extricated Cookie, unharmed, and 

moved her to a different pen where she has no 

direct neighbors. Nothing is ever easy around this 

joint.  

She has an appointment to see an eye specialist. 

So hopefully we can at least get a diagnosis and 

make sure she's as happy and comfortable as pos-

sible. As an Appaloosa, it seems fairly likely that 

she has periodic opthalmia (uveitis), but we'll 

know more soon. 

For now, she's happy in her neighbor-free pen, 

eating cookies and whinnying when she hears 

anyone that sounds like they might have snacks 

headed her way. 

Luke, Spice, Daisy and Lacey 

(Continued on page 11) 

Tulip on her arrival at RMHR 

Sweet, blind Cookie  

Cookie with her leg caught in 

the fence while kicking out  
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Downs, Arlington and Belmont and won over 

$127,000 in his career. And yet, he arrived at the 

rescue earlier this year thin and lame. Such is the 

fate of many ex racehorses. Dusty is fortunate in 

that he didn't have to go through an auction or 

visit the kill pen before he came to us. 

Dusty is fat and sound now, and is working on 

learning some non-racing job skills. 

Butch 

Butch is a 17 year old Saddlebred with a history of 

laminitis. He came to use from another rescue after 

the founder of that rescue passed away. Butch 

enjoys eating, being groomed and biting people 

(but he means it in the nicest way possible). 

Darby and Mocha 

Darby and Mocha came in together early in the 

summer after their owner died. Mocha is actually a 

second time resident here, as he was adopted from 

us originally about seven years ago. Darby has al-

ready found her best forever home. Congratula-

tions Darby! 

These four adorable young ponies have had quite a 

life journey already. Luke and Spice were only 

about six months old and Daisy and Lacey were 

about a year and a half when they were all sent to 

an auction and ended up at a kill lot. While ponies 

this small are unlikely to ship to Mexico for slaugh-

ter, they were still in a precarious situation. They 

were bailed from that lot by a rescue in Nebraska 

and from there were picked up six months later by 

Colorado Horse Rescue Network. We agreed to 

take them from there and they are now learning the 

ways of a civilized society. It turns out they are 

nicely bred American Shetland ponies. We have 

high hopes they will make nice project ponies for 

someone. They are all very intelligent and obvious-

ly extremely cute. 

Stella 

Stella is an eight year old pony. She was surren-

dered by her owner, who was moving away and 

couldn't take Stella with her. Stella has an old injury 

to her hind leg, so she is not rideable, but she is the 

cutest, sweetest companion pony.  

Stock Trade (Dusty) 

Dusty is an eight year old thoroughbred gelding. As 

recently as 2021, Dusty was a racehorse. He raced 

at some fairly prominent tracks like Churchill 

New Faces Around the Rescue (continued) 

Bonnie & Clyde 

Bonnie and Clyde are two 14 

year old miniature horses that 

were an owner surrender. The 

couple who owned them had 

them for twelve of their four-

teen years, and had led their 

small grandchildren around on 

them and just had them as pets. 

The owners were beginning to 

worry that since they (the own-

ers) were getting older, they 

might not be able to care for 

them and with their grandchil-

dren too big to ride them any-

more, they should try to find 

them a new home. You know 

we're suckers for minis around 

here and also Bonnie and Clyde 

have a pretty sweet backstory. 

They were born at the same 

farm a few weeks apart. Sadly 

Clyde's mother died when he 

was only a few days old so he 

was put in with Bonnie and her 

mother, who raised them both; 

and they've never been apart 

since. 

Welcome "Debaults dinah-mite 

surprise" (Bonnie) and 

"Debaults made u look design 

mdb" (Clyde) 

I had to include the world's 

longest names for tiny horses. 

Kris Nixon 



This is Popeye's story and mine. 

Popeye (Pops), a handsome Shetland pony, came 
to Bini at RMHR years ago after an injury which 
led to his left eye being removed.  After being 
cared for following surgery by Laura Gill, he spent 
many years at the rescue with a few adoptions as a 
companion horse and a brief stint as a lesson pony. 

Being a horse-loving volunteer at RMHR was a joy 
and such good "therapy"!  I loved just being 
around the horses, cleaning with fellow "horsey" 
friends I had met over the years and eventually 
falling in love with Popeye. Leaving them and him 
was the hardest thing about an opportunity to 
move to the country near a little town in Washing-
ton state 5 years ago.  When I told my landlord/
friend all about Pops, and since she was planning 
to adopt two young donkeys, she said, "Let's bring 
Popeye here too." My heart nearly burst with hap-
piness! 

It took a lot of planning to arrange for Popeye's 
move.  Bini knew of an excellent horse shipper for 
transport.  We found a boarding stable for him 
while we fixed up the acreage here to accommo-
date the equines. When the donkeys were brought 
from the donkey rescue, Popeye was brought over 
from the boarding stable and for the next 6 weeks, 
they got to know each other by living in runs next 
to each other.  When they were turned loose to-
gether, it was pure joy to see them all take off run-
ning! 

My apartment is right across from Popeye and the 
donkeys.  He is never alone as there are goats and 
sheep around too.  And, he has a job, keeping 
those donkey girls in line! (all the critters here are 
from rescues - how lucky I am to help care for 
them all!). 

Pops and I have worked together patiently to build 
a bond of trust, and he is so easy to work with. 
Our wonderful farrier thinks he is the most well 
behaved equine client he has! Being a first-time 

horse parent, I had so much to learn. I hired a 
trainer for both of us to help me learn the ropes. 

I am beyond grateful that after wanting a horse 
since I was three, it took a very special pony to turn 
that dream into a reality.  He has been such a bless-
ing in my life and we are both thriving.  RMHR 
and Bini have my everlasting thanks for allowing 
me to adopt my precious Popeye! 

Pat Spetz 

Waiting for Santa and snow. He has his winter 

fur coat on 

Pops in his summer attire 
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Popeye’s Story 

Popeye with his donkey girlfriends,  

Rea and Kyra 

Miscellany 

Pat Spetz and Popeye 
Pop’s smiles hoping for 

an additional treat 

Neighbor Charly Kerr  

exercises Daisy  

What do you do with a quick 

corral and an adopted minia-

ture horse? Bill Polzin says, 

“take them to a  

church picnic” 
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We lost our precious Tony this spring. Tony was in 
his mid thirties, and spent his youth as a birthday 
party pony. When the man who previously owned 
him gave him to us, he cried. He was the sweetest, 
cutest, best pony around. Yesterday, he laid down, 
and said he was done. No drama from Tony, even 
at the end. He just very politely asked if we could 
free him from his body that no longer worked for 
him. So, I sat with his head in my lap until the vet 
got there, and told him how fabulous he was.  

We were honored to be part of your life, Tony.  

Kris Nixon (from Facebook) 

The very worst part of being around animals is the 
day you lose them. 

We lost a lot of our dear friends this year, and it 
hits hard, every time. We value our time with them 
so much, and always hope they knew how much 
we loved them 

"Don't cry because it's over, smile because it happened."  
~ Dr Seuss  

Gone Too Soon 

Callie 

Silver Crest 

Polka Dot 

Dandy 

Our friend Chips and his  

Pet pigeon 

Beau on the right grazing our hayfield 

Raindrops a Fallin’ 

Kris and Tony 



Do you remember Justin?, our cover boy for the 
Winter 2022 newsletter? 

Well, this horribly starved thoroughbred was pic-
tured at a kill pen in Oklahoma. Of course, we had 
to try to save his life. A friend paid his ransom and 
he arrived at RMHR on September 6th of 2022 
and was immediately put into quarantine. We 
named him "Just in Time" and wrote three pages in 
the newsletter about his progress. We could not 
read his lip tattoo but were able to send hairs from 
his mane to The Jockey Club and have the DNA 
analyzed so we could find out his registered name. 
It turned out our recovering gelding was a well 
bred horse named "He's no Secret", foaled on 
3/13/2008. We researched his lineage and it turns 
out his breeding included such famous horses as 
Nearctic, Northern Dancer, Bold Ruler, Native 
Dancer, Nashua, Nasrullah, Mr. Prospector, Storm 
Cat and Secretariat TWICE! 

He first raced at two California tracks at the age of 
three and his last owner in the Jockey Club data-
base was listed as Nungaray Thoroughbreds. Sur-
prisingly with that breeding, he was a real failure in 
his four races. 

When we tried to trace Nungaray Thoroughbreds 
we found that the owner, Cesar Nungaray, had 
many aliases and had worked at racetracks through-
out California as well as having his own operation. 
We further discovered that in 2013 Nungaray 
Thoroughbreds had all their horses impounded by 
animal control due to neglect. All of those horses 
were mares, so we still really don’t know how our 
boy Justin ended up in Texas at a kill pen in 2022. 
He was bought there by a girl who took him back 
to an auction in Oklahoma just a few months later. 

Fast forward to September 2022 and his new home 
with RMHR. After we received Justin, he gained 
substantial weight along with loads of energy. That 
energy and playfulness almost killed him in January 
of 2023. While feeding dinner, Kris found Justin 
upside down with his front leg caught in the "V" 
created when two corral panels are joined. She 
immediately called Rob for help and called me to 
let me know to call the vet. Rob arrived and he and 
Kris were able to take the panels apart and extri-
cate Justin's leg. He stood up shakily and we were 
sure he had broken his leg. But as he stood and 
limped for a while, it looked possible that he had 
escaped a fracture. We slowly walked him to the 
indoor arena where he spent the next three weeks 
in recovery. His right fore was slashed to the bone 
and the vets were challenged with treatment. With 
the cut that deep, they had to infuse antibiotics into 
the wound to ward off infection while it healed. 
Initially, Dr. Kate Baer was not optimistic about 
the length of time required for the wound to heal, 
but amazingly he healed very well. 

Justin now gallops around his new pen happily  (a 
pen next to the driveway with no nearby horses). 
Our best guess is that he injured himself rearing up 
to "play" with a horse in the adjoining pen next to 
his old pen. He appears perfectly sound, but we are 
still looking for the right rider to get on him and 
see how he performs under saddle. 

The volunteers love him and he has exceptional 
begging skills that get him a lot of carrots. 

Note: To read the Winter 2022 Newsletter, go to 
rockymountainhorserescue.org. 

Bini Abbott 

Justin Trotting in his new pen 
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Update on Justin 

Justin on arrival at RMHR 

Justin galloping around his 

old pen and the area where 

two panels join and he 

hooked his hoof 

Handsome Justin 

Dr. Baer injects antibiotics 

into Justin’s wound 
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Luke, Daisy, Lacey and Spice are American Shetland Ponies that have had limited handling but are 

taking well to learning new things and will make excellent projects for the right adopter. They 

do not need to be adopted together. 

Luke (upper left) is 1 1/2 years old and stands 36” 

Daisy (upper right) is 2 1/2 years old and stands 39” 

Lacey (lower left) is 2 1/2 years old and stands 39 1/2” 

Spice (lower right) is 1 1/2 years old and stands 37” 

Dusty is an 8 year old Thoroughbred Gelding who won over $100,000 on the track. He is sound but needs to be retrained to “forget” 

the track. He is Kentucky bred and even raced at Belmont. 

Up for Adoption 

RMHR is a  

Non-profit  

501(c)(3) 

organization 

Your  

contributions  

are tax  

deductible 

2022/2023 

RMHR Advisors 

Jerry Burk, Attorney and CPA 

Lois Toll, DVM 

Steve Long, DVM 

Debbie Mayo, DVM 

Charlie McKay, Rancher 

Gary Pallaoro, DVM 

Jeff Wells, DVM 

Shane Baird, DVM 



Up for Adoption 

Lexi is a great 19 year 

old Thoroughbred mare 

rescued from a kill 

buyer in 2018. She re-

quires a fairly  

experienced rider. 

Visit our website: 

www.rockymountainhorserescue.org  

and call (303) 424-0037 for changes  

in adoptable horses! 

Companion horses (pasture pets) are 

always available. 
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October Sky is a hand-

some 24-year-old regis-

tered paint who would 

be great for an experi-

enced English or  

Western rider. 

Butch is an Ameri-

can Saddlebred 

gelding that was 

lightly ridden years 

ago. We are still 

evaluating him. 

Amiri is a 23 year 

old Arabian Mare. 

She’s an easy  

keeper and a sweet 

animal however, 

she can get a bit 

affectionate” with 

humans when she is 

in heat.  She is  

excellent on the 

trails (including 

wading into 

streams and lakes) 

alone or in a 

group. 

Lucky is a 16 year 

old Thoroughbred 

gelding who has a 

bad back and can be 

a companion only. 

Stella is an 8 year old 

Pony who has an old inju-

ry to a back leg which 

doesn’t affect her quali-

ty of life but makes her 

suitable only as a com-

panion. 

Willie is a 23 year old retired United States Forest 

Service Missouri Foxtrotter. He has back issues and 

can be a companion only. 
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RMHR Sponsorship/Foster Program 

cover the costs of feed and maintenance 

BRONZE - pay $50 a month to help cover the 

cost of care 

Some of our many friends of RMHR have gone 

above and beyond their multiple hours volunteer-

ing by sponsoring some of their favorite rescue 

horses.  

After many years of discussion, RMHR has formal-

ized a horse sponsorship program. We have three 

levels of sponsorship: 

GOLD- pay all costs including board, feed, farrier, 

and all veterinary (except for major surgery exceed-

ing $4,000 to save a life) 

SILVER - pay $200 a month to RMHR to help 

Meggan Brovege 

(GOLD)  

is sponsoring  both Indi (who 

had been horribly wounded on 

his neck) and Rockaway Babe 

(who had been starved and  

was covered with ticks)  

Lenore Mitchell 

(Bronze) 

Sponsors miniature horse 

Buffy and and miniature don-

key Petunia 

 

Kate Reid 

(BRONZE)  

is a Sponsor of our sweet  

mare—Hootie. The mare was thin 

on arrival but now nickers 

every time she sees someone 

bearing treats or carrots. 

Linda Kelly 

(BRONZE) 

is a Bronze Sponsor of  

Thoroughbred Lucky Duck  

who was rescued from a  

killpen in Colorado. 

Melanie Hood  

(GOLD) 

Besides volunteering, Mela-

nie is taking care of our minia-

ture Peaches n' Cream. Mel is 

even training her little one 

on how to pull a cart. 

Jill Kluge  

(BRONZE)  

Jill Kluge loves  

Buttercup whom we got at 

auction in Fort Collins. Jill 

also spends countless hours 

volunteering and cleaning  

additional pens. 

Kelly Birkland 

(BRONZE) 

sponsors Thoroughbred Lexi 

who was rescued from a  

Colorado killpen in 2018. 

Miscellany 

Body clipping ponies can be 

an all day affair. Tulip 

(above) was easy compared to 

Little Bit (below) who might 

have lost five pounds after 

her clipping was done 
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Memorials 

 Karl Bernard, Diane Curry, Beth & Chris 
Marks, John & Angela DellaSalle, Robert War-
ren, Chrissy Nash, Cynthia Lujan, Ashley & 
Jay Leverett, Karen S. Woods, Hays Padrnos, 
John R. Green, Randal H. Woods, Patty & 
Randy Garfield, Mariellen Guerra, Eric Clem-
ents, Diane Ashouri, Jason & Sara Dembeck, 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman H. Smith, Nancy & Peter 
Holst, Sarah Klingelheber, Jason Cooper, 
Diana & Jack Carter, Kim & Chris Jacoby, 
Mandy, Vance & Brooks Wagenknecht, Joe & 
Linda Broughton in memory of  
Heidi Hammell 

 Bradley Wille, Mark Lumsden, Elizabeth 
Snowden, Liz & Joe Tallman, Jenny Elkins, 
Gary Grabau, Delany Hartmann, Adeline 
Hovet Martinez, Joan Schempp, Ken & Pam-
ela Carlson, Anonymous, Dard Schmidt, Staci 
Zuspann, Carla Bour,  in memory of Millie 
Williams 

 Sue Moore in memory of Betty Weber 

 Larry Israel in memory of Betty White 

 Patty Garfield in memory of Carol Schmidt 

 Wayne Jones Children, Terry & Mischelle 
Mayer in memory of Hubert Jones 

 Kristine Smith in memory of Donald  
Kussmaul 

 Celeste Marsh in memory of Joan & Jack Ellis 

 Margaret Ann Hartman in memory of Betty 
Kunzman 

 Ben Duke in memory of Maud Duke 

 Desiree Davis and The Denver Foundation in 
memory of Claire Davis 

 Ann Greene in memory of My Dad 

 Alicia & Lauren Whitt in memory of Macy 

 Cheri O’Bannon in memory of “Hurry Up 
Dancer” 

Memorials & Honoraria 

 Mary Wickman in memory of Batty 

 Anne Chism in memory of Tony the Wonder 
Horse 

 Linda Lemmer in memory of Rosie, Eddy, 
Bart and Frisky 

 Barb Daniel in memory of “Honey Pony” 

 Irene Coleman in memory of Duki 

 Ruth Ann Burnett in memory of Sue Petty’s 
“Bella” 

 Kathleen McChesney in memory of Pam 
McLaughlin’s “Dani” 

Honoraria 

 Michael Ackerman in honor of Susan Brock 

 Lauren Voboril in honor of Barker’s Buddies 

 Alison Tenhulzen in honor of Judy Eberwein 

 Kimberly Harrison in honor of Dr. Lois Toll 
and Kelsey Madigan 

 Michele Pitts on behalf of The Johnston and 
Gotherman Families 

 Jenny Pickett in honor of Cathy Hupka 

 Beth Luedke in honor of Alex Luedke 

 Sarah Keeker in honor of Irish 

 Roberta Smith in honor of Shannon & Ryan 
Cebula 

 Kimberly Harrison in honor of DPS Holiday 
Gift 

 Samantha Baumgarten in honor of Diana 
Baumgarten 

 Toni Hofscheier in honor of Judy Eberwein 

 Judy Eberwein in honor of Sharon Pizzuto 

 Jan Eckhardt in honor of Justin 

 Joanne Almiro in honor of Leslie Stohlgren’s 
“Jack” 

 Rachel Greenholz in honor of Lauri Juene-
man’s “Truffles” 

 Sue Petty in honor of Ruth Ann Burnett 

Take a Break 

Occasionally, volunteers take time out from mucking stalls or grooming and get in a brief ride. 

Birgit Blun 

Saving just one 

horse will not 

change the world . . 

. . 

But it will surely 

change the world 

for that one horse 

Linda Cortes Karyn Simpson David Schlesselman Shannon Bercompas 
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Free Use of  Rescue Equipment 

Large Animal Lift 

Used to lift a down (recumbent) horse to get it on 

its feet—e.g. out of a ditch or off a road. The LAL 

can be applied by one or two people in as little as 

five minutes to a horse with little or no sedation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAL can be put on from the back negating the 

chance of getting kicked by flailing legs. The LAL 

is designed to maintain an animal on its feet for 

short periods. 

The Anderson Sling 

Available in large, medium, and foal sizes. The 

sling uses straps, pads and pulleys to lift and sup-

Provided by Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue/ Bini Abbott, 9190 Alkire St., Arvada, CO 80005,  

(303) 424-0037, www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Equipment available to rescue 

by helicopter 

Barbaro being 

supported in an  

Anderson Sling  

We rescued a horse out of a swim-

ming pool with our sling 

 

port a horse while shifting his weight to his skeletal 

structure rather than pressure points. May be used 

long term, but only for several hours a day. 

Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Glide with  

Slipsheets 

For sliding a recumbent horse 

out of a field or into a stall 

or trailer. 

The Dura-Pik Tripod  

Shown supporting “Lucky” – 

the practice horse model for 

training personnel in the use 

and application of the rescue 

equipment—made available by 

Horses Forever, contact 

S h i r l e y  H o f f m a n 

( 3 0 3 )  6 5 1 - 3 0 7 0  o r 

www.horsesforever.org, email 

at admin@horsesforever.org. 

Quick Corral 

Five foot long sections can be quickly assembled to 
create an emergency enclosure and are in  

two bags for car or trailer transport. 

Connell Flex Guide 

To draw straps under a horse 
cast, in a mud pit or trench. 



Ann Greene, Becky Osborne, Linda Loughrey, 

Linda Lemmer, Claudia Hogue, Deneb Pologar, 

Stan Koniz, Kris and Rob Nixon, Car-

roll Tyler, Shirley Thomas, Linda Hrycaj, 

Harold Eyrich, Karen Kah, Toni Rautus, 

Samantha Baumgarten, Jill Kluge, Irene 

Coleman, Celia Thomas, M. Richard 

Hofsheier, Christopher & Kim Jacoby, 

Tracy Ferguson, James Jordan, Heather 

Taylor, American Online Giving, Susan 

Brock, Dana Hall, Gerald Marz Living 

Trust, Janette Pelton, Ruth Ann Burnett, 

Leslie Stohlgren, Cathy Hupka, Mary 

Mcneley, Linda Kelly, Suzi Conrad, Jan 

Pelton, Cheri Rooney, Bette Heller, 

Kathleen Bussa, Terry Esterkamp, Nan-

cy Lloyd, Rita Chacon, Carol O'Meara, 

The Welch Family Foundation, Dana 

Weber, Lenore Mitchell, Janice Eckhardt, 

Marlene Dehler, Whispering Pines Evangelical 

Church, Ben & Laurie Duke, Joseph & Elizabeth 

Snowden, Viriginia Elkins, Linda Cortes, Kroger, 

Gary Grabau, Delaney Hartmann,  
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Our heartfelt thanks to our generous contributors. 
You have given us your time, talent, supplies, cash 
and even moral support since 2004. We wouldn’t 
be successful without you! 

Financial Contributors—Dec. 2022- Nov. 20, 
2023 

Teresa Crofts, Linda Broughton, Michael Acker-

man, Chris Vanderpool, Lauren Voboril, Cory 

Simmons, Bradley Wille, Mark Lumsden, Mandy 

Wagenknecht, Alison Tenhulzen, Margaret McKay, 

Sarah Klingelheber, Jason Cooper, Jason and Sara 

Dembeck, Rob Nixon, Patty Garfield, Hays Pa-

drnos, Karl Bernard, Beth and Chris Marks, Robert 

Warren, Dianna Lawyer-Brook, John Throckmor-

ton, Todd Cellini, Mack and Nick Trewartha, Lor-

rie Root, Linda Gavit, Wayne Jones Children, Terry 

& Mischelle Mayer, Ronda Giblin, Michelle Simp-

son, Royce Romberg, Kimberly Harrison, Julie 

Suehl, Alicia & Lauren Whitt, Bridget Strang, Rob-

in Intribus, Michele Pitts, Kristine Smith, Celeste 

Marsh, Diana Schatz, Sue Baccari, Pat Spetz, Carol 

Haertig, Mark Hanne, Christine Hancock, Tracy 

James, Steven Paul, Joanie Tanous, Elizabeth 

Hauptman, Julia Lindsay, Betty Berry, Barb Buerk-

le, Jenny Pickett, Tricia Lombardo, Rachel Dillon, 

Kelly and Elizabeth Tisher, Claudia Vick, Sarah 

Keeker, Cheri Obannon, Susanne Lindwood, Eric 

Frank, Johnita Levine, Beth Luedke, Margery 

Kling, Roxy Swoboda, Travis Cebula, Jody Marken, 

Lisa Lang, Kimberly Harrison, 

David Brause, Tim Grether, Steve Wainz, Louise 

Preyer, Ann Callahan, Kirstine Valencia, Glenna 

Day, Richard Hall, Mary Wickman, Roberta Smith, 

Rachel Greenholz, Anne Chism, Nancy Gooding, 

Thank You Contributors! 

This summer we were in-

formed of the untimely pass-

ing of Heidi (Schmidt) Ham-

mell.  Heidi was an equestrian 

and had many fond memories 

from her childhood of riding 

with Bini. In Heidi’s obituary, 

her husband Michael, listed 

the Rocky Mountain Horse 

Rescue as one of the dona-

tion beneficiaries.  

The outpouring of love and  

donations in Heidi’s memory 

will make a large and lasting 

impact to RMHR. 

The world is a little dimmer 

with the loss of such a  

beautiful soul. 

Tim Green donates some alfalfa  

Donna & Ray Salinas donated corral panels, a 

water tank and grooming tools 

Laura, Jan and Jody donated 

saddles 

Dana Weber donated  

numerous items 



A good man will 

take care of his 

horses and dogs 

not only while they 

are young but also 

when they are old 

and past service. 

— Plutarch 
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Thank You Contributors! (continued) 

Adeline Hovet Martinez, Joan Schempp, Gayle 

Mylander, Liz Olde, Sue Sturbaum, Dan Jago & 

Wendy Haas, Robert Pietrzak, Margaret Flannery, 

Teresa Hoke-Schaefer, Carolyn Kavinski, Berndt 

Myhr, Marilyn Golden, Barb Daniel, Goldine Leb-

sock, Colleen Popick and Michele McDaniel, The 

Denver Foundation, Kent & Pamela Carlson, Mary 

Norden, Lynne Cottrell, Mighty Cause, Joanne 

Almiro, Barbara Gardner, Kay Frogge, Pamela 

Harding, Linda Conrad, Lynn Wyman, Carolyn 

Gahar, Marta Schreiner, Ruth Schrock, 

Frontstream Spy LLC, Sue Petty, Randal Woods, 

Karen Woods, Mariellen Guerra, Pledgeling Foun-

dation, Diana Carter, Clara C. Smith, Peter Holtz, 

Teresa Madison, The Baco Fund, 

Diane Ashouri, Tisbest Philan-

thropy, Mile High United Way, 

Johnson & Johnson Matching 

Gifts, The Blackbaud Giving 

Fund, Susan M. Rutherford, Nan-

cy Gooding, Kathleen 

McChesney, Carolann Besch, 

Benevity Community Impact 

Fund, L.K. Frogge, Frie Family 

Foundation, Network for Good, 

Rochelle Malik, Lenore Mitchell, 

Rachel Greenholz, Brittany Mor-

gan, Patricia Burnett, Barbara & 

Mark Wilkins, Peterson Compa-

ny, Julie Benz, Barbara Collett, 

Barbara Kil, Lesley Stuler, Marga-

ret Ann Hartman, Patricia 

Rothdeiner, Helen Gridley, Valerie Williams, Mari-

anna Lea, Joyce Baldwin, Carol Hall, Carola 

Tschiemer, Toni Hofsheier, Judith Eberwein, The 

Precourt Foundation, Jackie Wagoner, JoAnne R. 

Wortman, Miriam Paisner, Frederica Riahi, 

Magadalina Kazorov, Karen Muhler, Sue Moore, 

Carolyn Kavinsky, Rox & Brooks Bergner, Chris 

Hanson, Charityvest, Kelly Edmonson, Colleen 

McCready, Suzanne Sweitzer, Kelly Rosen, Libby 

Stokes, Candace Loving, John Baker 

Contributors – Items 

Jim Jordan, Susan Frey, Barbie Beckford, Shannon 

Badillo, Kristi Seawell, Susan Brock, Don Clark, 

Dana Weber, Lisa Lang, Charlotte Skinner, Cindy 

Morrison Shannon Reichow, Ray Salinas, Suzi 

Conrad, Lisa Lucero, Susan Simpson, Jan Mueller, 

Laura Wing, Kent and Lori Irbi, Laura Smith, A 

Home for Every Horse, Purina, Carrie Terroux-

Barrett, Nancy Million, Donny Ankenbrandt, Betty 

Berry, Chris Vanderpool, Ann Boltran, Grey Tail/ 

Francie Martin, Ruth Ann Burnett, Linda Latto, 

Stephanie Peterson, Lenore Mitchell, Emily 

Koehn, Emily Baum, Mary Norden, Celia Thomas, 

Shane and Jeanine Baird, Ryan Shields and Emily 

Kil, Murdochs, Left Hand Brewery, Upslope Brew-

ery, Dana Vollbracht 

We are very appreciative of others who donated 

goods that either wished to remain anonymous or 

we accidentally omitted. 

Charlotte Skinner and the 

Langer Equestrian Group 

donated many bags of Feed 

Correct me if I’m wrong but this 

is a hundred times better than 

growing up with a cell phone 

in his hand!!! 

Sharon Reichow donates a 

hay feeder and other items 

Susan Brock donated hay, her time, money and 

her facility for the hootenanny 



Sponsors/Foster Caregivers 

Melanie Hood, Meggan Brovege, Linda Kelly,  

Jill Kluge, Kate Reid, Kelly Birtland, Lennore 

Mitchell 

Transporters  

Laura Gill, Kris Nixon, Bill Polzin, Jenny Alsberg, 

Carolyn Kavinski, Wendy Haas & Dan Jago, Con-

nie Caruso, Emily Kil & Ryan Shields 

Special Thanks to A 

Home for Every 

Horse in partner-

ship with Purina 

who donated cou-

pons for 34 bags of 

Purina® Horse Feed 
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Contributors – Manpower 

Linda Cortes, Shannon Bercompas, David 

Schlesselman, Jill Kluge, Nanette Erickson, Cathy 

Anderson, Nancy Harts, Debbie Pickerill, Emily 

Beam, Don Clark, Terry Bassett, Gloria Mattaroc-

chia, Terry Bassett, Patricia Lilliston, Stan & Kathy 

Koniz, Claudia Hogue, Barbara Brenny, Karen 

Kah, Alexa Gutierrez, Terri Collins, Nancy Million, 

Jill Wywra, Lorrie Bartlett, Linda Kelly, Kate Reid, 

Randy Kerr, Toni Rautus, Ray Salinas, Connie 

Caruso, Laura Quackenbush, Betty Berry, Kathi 

Pober, Krystal Beglari, Christie Barnett, Mark 

Ladwig, Bobby Griesgraber and Christina Twomey, 

Rob & Kris Nixon, Birgit Blun, Sherry Lafferty, 

Melanie Hood, Bill & Jami Polzin, Diana Mayo, 

Brittney Morgan, Karyn Simpson, Katie Despain, 

Craig Reynolds, Jeff Marshall, Kate Corcoran, Bini 

Abbott, Stephanie Shea, Emily Kil, Mary Norden, 

Ryan Schields, Leah Rohwer, Danny Murphy, 

Janice Holland, Taylor McNamara, Shari 

Moosberger, Lara Abele-Stasser and Gary Stasser, 

Emily Baum, Shelli Hoffman, Bella Balcer, Karyn 

Simpson, Jean Claypool, Lisa Anderson, Linda 

Cortes, Kate Reid, Craig Reynolds, The Eisenhour 

Family, Laura Montiage, Terri Collins, Janet Cook, 

Rose Mahoney, Janice Holland, Wendy Taylor, 

Natali Sawage, Eugenia Wood, Nanette Erickson, 

Melanie Hood, Candace Negron, Francis Kawano, 

Brigit Blun, Cheri O'Bannon, Miranda Clendening 

 

 

Thank You Contributors! 

Compassion for  

animals is intimate-

ly connected with 

goodness of char-

acter; and it may be 

confidently assert-

ed that he who is 

cruel to animals 

cannot be a good 

man. 

– Schopenhauer 

Kent and Lori Irby  

donated hay 

Suzi Conrad donated tons of 

stuff 

Besides serving on the 

RMHR Board, Mary Nor-

den donated a number of 

items 

Cindy Morrison donated  

numerous items 
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An Open Letter to Bad Horse Owners 

and then removed it when there was no danger of 
frost so the plants could get as much sunshine as 
possible. This gave us veggies for an additional 
three weeks. 

Next year he is going to plant more; and earlier! 

Rob Nixon came up with the brilliant idea to grow 
vegetables in our old leaky horse water tanks. He 
filled two tanks with manure (we have plenty). He 
then spread zucchini, tomato, basil and yellow 
squash seeds onto the manure and watered them 
frequently. 

Although the cherry tomatoes were too small to 
harvest before freezing temps and snow, the volun-
teers all enjoyed the squash, basil and zucchini. 

Speaking of zucchini, we ended up with the most 
amazing shape in the world, very duck-like. 

In order to protect the veggies during early freezes 
Rob built a hoop frame out of willows from our 
hayfield. He put a tarp over the frame as necessary 

they aren't couches or bicycles.  

I also know what it's like to hold the rope while the 

vet euthanizes your horse. The horse you couldn't 

bother to care for. The one you starved, because 

you weren't getting what you wanted out of him, so 

why should he get fed? The one you bred, because 

you thought having a baby horse would be fun, but 

you weren't educated or responsible enough to deal 

with the problems that often come with babies. 

The old horse that you got your last $200 out of at 

the auction and told yourself "Someone will proba-

bly save him"  Well, that someone was me. Because 

I know something you don't know. I know that no 

horse deserves to be starved. I know that no horse 

deserves to ride on a truck for hours, getting tram-

pled and kicked and terrified, only to be killed in 

the most inhumane way possible. I know that no 

foal has ever asked to be born, and certainly not 

into your backyard, only to be neglected and 

abused and tossed away like a rusty bike. 

And I also know that I won't call you out by name. 

Ever. Not because we're truly friends, but because 

if I do, you won't call me next time, or take your 

horse somewhere where it can be found and saved. 

You'll hide it, you'll send it farther away, because 

even though part of you was a kid who loved hors-

es, now you're different. And while that's not ok 

with me, I'll pretend it is. Because I love your horse 

that I haven't even met yet. 

Sincerely,  

The Rescue that saved your horse 

Kris Nixon 

Dear friend, 

I'm calling you friend because I think in other cir-

cumstances, maybe we could be friends. You obvi-

ously have an interest in horses, just like I do. I bet 

when you were a kid, you dreamed of having a 

horse, or maybe even grew up riding, just like I did. 

But something happened to you. You decided, 

somewhere along the line, that horses didn't mat-

ter. And I don't mean you stopped having them. 

You decided to keep owning them, but that they 

didn't MATTER. That they are only worthwhile 

when there's a chance they can benefit YOU. You 

stopped thinking you should benefit THEM. You 

told yourself they are a commodity. Like a bicycle, 

or a couch. When you leave your bicycle out in the 

rain for years, and the chain is rusty and the tires 

are flat, you take it to the dump without a thought. 

When the fabric rips on your couch and the leg 

breaks off, you throw it out and get a new couch. 

At some point, that's what horses became to you. 

You probably don't even remember when or how. 

You barely realize that's how you feel, except when 

someone calls you out, and then you make up ex-

cuses and lies for why your horse looks like it looks 

or ended up where it ended up. 

But I know something you don't know. I know 

what it's like to be the person after you. I know 

what it feels like to watch a half dead old horse get 

BETTER. I know what it's like to be surprised 

when I see a  horse trot, because he finally feels 

good enough to do it. I know that, even though 

these horses have done nothing notable for me 

besides exist, that they have value and purpose and 

Rob’s Garden for All 

“To place your horse’s need for you to let 
him leave his failing body above your 

need to keep him with you—that is the 
greatest and purest love.”  

- Cynthia Garrett 
 

The gift of a good death for a beloved 
companion is the only humane and caring 
way in which to set an animal free. Those 
who send their old and infirmed horses to 

auction, who turn their eyes and minds 
away from their eventual slaughter never 

truly possessed that pure love for their 
horse, but rather saw them as a commod-

ity without value. - MCE 
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For Real Horse People to Enjoy 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Shari Moosburger offers timid "Parker" a treat 

Cathi Pober peeks around 

some rescue horses 

Bill Polzin replaces Doc 

and Lordy’s barn roof 

Taylor McNamara traveled many 

miles to transport our sling from 

LaSalle to CO Springs to meet Car-

rie Terroux-Barrett of CO Horse 

Rescue Network  

Shelli Hoffman adds Lexi’s 

“contribution”  

Emily Kil and Ryan Shields help  

unload Stella at RMHR 

Bella Balcer takes time to 

hug Dusty 

Emily Baum greets Stella while 

envious Butch says where’s my new 

girlfriend 

Lara Abele-Stasser and Gary Stasser give Bonnie and 

Clyde some treats 

Jeff Marshall stops by 

to work on some faulty 

electrical outlets 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Volunteers receive no pay, not because they are 

worthless, but  because they are priceless!  

Our Treasurer, Kate  

Corcoran,  works on  

finances  

'Saturday Linda' Cortes tries 

to corral Petunia and Buffy 

Stan & Kathy Koniz volunteer weekly to shovel and 

rake while Lexi I contemplates producing addition-

al manure 

Lisa Anderson with shy "Parker" 

Karyn Simpson takes a break 

while 30 year old Little Bit 

shows her approval 

Jill Kluge throws her hands up in 

dismay after Pete and Tatiana 

knock over her wheelbarrow 

Farrier Craig Reynolds takes 

a break from trimming horses 

Jean Claypool always willing 

to help 

Claudia Hogue (above) and Patricia 

Lilliston give treats to “Rain” and 

“Butch” 

Sue Miller and Annie Opdahl help with  

Cheyenne's itchy skin condition 

Ray Salinas helps main-

tain our fleet of wheel-

barrows AND gets us 

great discounts on paint 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Karen Kah has to 

bend down to  

cuddle with Emmy 

Krystle Beglari (who just 

had the cutest baby) still 

came out to shovel & groom 

Randy Kerr, and assistant, 

stop by to check on a mal-

functioning golf cart 

Connie Caruso always visits 

with treats and  also hauls 

horses for us 

Kate Reid rakes in the mini’s pen (at 

least they don’t produce as much 

manure as big horses 

Long time volunteers, donors and transporters for RMHR 

Michelle McDaniel and Colleen Popick,  

owners of St. Vrain Block 

Liberty, Kelly & Brian Eisenhour with recovered 

"Tulip" 

Irene Coleman comforts 

thin "Tulip" on arrival 

“Maggie” thanks  

Barbara Brenny for 

her clean pen 

Terri Collins is thanked by Jelly 

Bean for cleaning her pen 

Laura Montiage immediately 

starts raking after “the 

volunteer tour” 
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Christie Barnett massages Duke while 

wearing her "May the Horse be With You" 

t-shirt 

Mark Ladwig bales our hayfield 

Janet Cook fills a  

water trough 

Laura Quackenbush 

poses with Cowboy 

Betty Berry shows “Justin” 

how skinny he was on arrival 

Rose Mahoney (our Wednesday regular) 

with Norma Jean 

Eugenia Wood shovels while 

"Lexi" supervises 

Nancy Harts and "Lexi" who 

says "right there!" 

Natali Sawage mucks a 

pen 

Wendy Taylor cleans "Norma 

Jean's" barn 

Janice Holland 

with her mighty 

manure fork 
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Melanie Hood; one of our 

longest time volunteers 

Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Cheri O'Bannon pauses while 

"Lordy" contemplates knock-

ing the wheel barrow over 

Birgit Blun came clear from Germany 

to help out (actually she moved to 

Golden recently) 

Francis Kawano with 

"Raindrops a falling" 

Candace Negron (from Maui) 

pauses while pushing her 8th 

load to the pile 

Shannon Bercompas with her favorite 

"Rain" 

Miranda Clendening dives right 

in after taking “the volunteer 

tour” 

Nanette Erickson volun-

teers and has donated 

items 

Debbie Pickerill always helps 

on Tuesdays 

Toni Rautus with our new po-

ny? "Norma Jean" 

Bobby Griesgraber and 

Christine Twonmey help 

clean  pens 

Don Clark pauses to pet 

"Lordy" 



Our Anderson Sling traveled to 
Alaska twice and was featured on 

Nat Geo Wild and  
Animal Planet TV Shows 
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www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

100 Days later 

on Arrival 

Chance—Quarterhorse 
 Stallion 

Free 

Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue is now registered  
with Colorado Gives! This allows us to participate in  

Colorado Gives Day  and provides a platform for  
all year giving via credit card 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022 


