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In May of this year, we got a call from Ani-
mal Control about an emaciated horse that 
the owners were being compelled to surren-
der. We agreed to take in this horse, and 
shortly thereafter, he arrived at the rescue. 
We decided to call him Bucky, because I was 
out of creative ideas, and he is a buckskin. 
Sometimes, you just go with what works. 

Even under a long winter coat, it was appar-
ent that Bucky was extremely thin. His hind 
legs were also quite swollen, and he was 
suffering from diarrhea. He was interested in 
eating at that moment, though, so we 
thought maybe he would be ok. Our veteri-
narian, Kate Baer, from Mobile Veterinary 
Services, came out the next day, and we did 
bloodwork and a general exam on him. It 

appeared he was in his mid to late twenties, 
had some rather pointy teeth, and possibly a 
low grade infection and ulcers. He was in 
pretty rough shape. By the next day, he had 
lost interest in eating anything except grass, 

so we turned him out for periods of time 
during the day. He was so tired and weak, he 
would often just lie down in the field and 
graze lying down. Even with the grazing, he 
still wasn't getting enough calories, and actu-
ally appeared to be losing weight. Coupled 
with his bloodwork, which showed some 
amount of kidney dysfunction, we were get-
ting pretty worried that we would have to say 
goodbye to our new friend. 

Dr Baer recommended we try him on Cypro-
heptadine in addition to his ulcer medications 
to see if we could stimulate his appetite. For a 
few days, it really didn't seem to work, but 
then he gradually started to express an inter-
est in food! So, three weeks after his arrival, 
we were finally able to start a slow refeeding 

program. And when I say 
slow, I mean, not only did 
we have to very gradually 
increase his food intake, but 
also that he just didn't gain 
any weight for what seemed 
like forever. Every week I'd 
put the weight tape on him, 
and every week it said the 
same thing. 750 pounds. It 
was really very frustrating. 
Then FINALLY, it read 
780 pounds!! Thirty pounds 
on a horse is not very 
much, but at least it was 
something! From there on, 
we made small gains each 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Bucky as advertised by the kill pen

Resting and grazing at the same time

Bucky’s winter coat hid his horrible condition 



and also to pee on his hay as much as possible. 
Our volunteers can attest to the fact that he takes 
that job very seriously. 

Kris Nixon 

Bucky (continued) 
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week. His stocked up legs went down, and his coat 
finally started to shed out and finally shine. 

In the interim, we had learned a bit about his back-
story. He ran through an auction in New Mexico, 
and like so many horses, he ended up at the kill lot. 
The folks who bought him from the kill lot had 
good intentions, but it is not always easy to rehab 
an old horse who has started sliding backwards, 
and without the knowledge and resources, they 
ended up relinquishing him to Animal Control five 
months after buying him off the kill lot. Bucky is 
now at 985 pounds, and eats 21 pounds of pelleted 
feed a day. He also appears to have some sort of 
neurological deficit, which we haven't particularly 
delved into, because it's not affecting his quality of 
life, and he's probably not a rideable horse anyway. 
Never mind the fact that he eats TWENTY ONE 
POUNDS of pelleted feed a day, plus hay. We're 
not exactly anxiously awaiting an adopter for the 
World's most expensive eater! 

Bucky's job is pretty much to look cute, eat carrots, 
and snuggle with his neighbor, Norma Jean. Oh, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bucky sports his zebra fly sheet; research has 

found that the stripes confuse the flies 

After 100 days at RMHR, Bucky showed off his 

new body and trotted for the first time 

Bucky was 100% sound at 100 days and galloped 

around the pen, even swapping leads 

Bini ponied Bucky to the grazing corral and 

back to his pen using the golf cart 

Bucky spent hours a day grazing when he  

arrived at RMHR 

Dr. Kate Baer had to wait 

until Bucky was strong 

enough for a tranquilizer 

before she could float  

Bucky’s teeth 

A topline view of Bucky on 

day 1 at the rescue 

Bucky waits patiently for  

his dinner 
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A little over nine years ago, a very thin mare came 
to the rescue. She was a Thoroughbred, and we 
found out she had been passed around quite a bit. 
It didn't take too long to figure out why. Diva, as 
we called her, was mean as a snake. She would 
come at you with her teeth, then turn around to try 
to kick you as you were fleeing the scene. We con-
centrated primarily on trying to get weight on her, 
and avoid bodily injury, and figured we would sort 
her out once she was fat. 

She gained weight at a remarkable pace, and we 
were feeling pretty smug about our great work, 
until one day we noticed her udder appeared to be 
swollen A vet visit later, we confirmed she was in 
foal. Because of her sparkling personality, we de-
cided to send her to LEMC to foal out, in case she 
got even more "sparkly" after having her baby. 
Enter Harry. I named him Harry after Harry  
Houdini, since he appeared as if by magic. 

Harry and Diva came home, and we really never 
had any trouble with Diva after that. She was actu-
ally a very good mother, and didn't mind us dealing 
with her baby at all. In fact, as Harry grew up, She 
really seemed relieved when we would come do 
something with him, because that was time he 
wasn't biting her, mounting her, chasing her 
around the pen, kicking her and generally making 
her life rather challenging. When we weaned him, 
she didn't whinny even one time. She was quite 
happy to have her peace and quiet back! 

Harry 
Fast forward five years. Harry was broke to ride, 
but was still a pretty good handful. He pictured 
himself as a very large puppy. Lots of discussions 
about, "Why is my arm in your mouth, Harry?" 
Eventually, Harry was adopted, and off to what we 
thought was his forever home in Washington state. 
We thought wrong. Our adoption contract stipu-
lates that we must be notified and approve any 
change in ownership of any of our horses. Fortu-
nately, his adopter contacted me and let me know 
that in thirty days, she could no longer care for 
him, which is certainly better than just sending him 
to a sale or giving him away. However, in her 
email, the only information she gave me was that 
he was at a barn in Oregon, and she had taken 
some lessons from a trainer, whom she named in 
the email. Those were the clues I had before she 
completely stopped communicating with me. So, I 
had thirty days to figure out where he was, how to 
get him back, how to get vet papers on him, and 
where to put him if I ever actually found him. For-
tunately, the trainer she named in her email had a 
Facebook page that had her phone number. I 
called her and left a rambling message about how I 
was looking for a horse that maybe she had 
trained, but I really wasn't sure. She called me 
back, and Eureka!! Harry was at the barn she 
trained out of. Thankfully, she was tremendously 
helpful and got all his paperwork done for me. In a 
real stroke of luck, our good friend Lanya Clinard 
had a truck going to Oregon in the time frame we 
needed, and had space to bring him back to Colo-
rado. I made the decision to send Harry directly to 
a trainer here, as it sounded like he had been doing 
a fair amount of sitting around, punctuated by 
brief outings where his behavior was, shall we say, 
less than exemplary. He arrived in one piece to his 
destination, and Emma Van Nostrand took on the 
job of reintroducing him to civilized society. 

He did very well at Emma's and he’s now back at 
the rescue, hoping 
someone will want 
to be his next 
adopter. 

I'm grateful we got 
him back, but it 
was a good re-
minder that a life-
time commitment 
to these horses 
sometimes means 
thousands of dol-
lars and tons of 
stress, just when 
you least expect it! 

Diva on her arrival at RMHR and Harry shortly 

after being foaled at LEMC 

Handsome Harry  

back at RMHR 

Young Harry playing with a 

“stolen” volunteer glove 

Excuse me, I believe it’s  

breakfast time 

Emma rides Harry through 

an obstacle test 

Kris Nixon rides Harry  

before he leaves for his  

adoptive home 
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It came to our attention earlier this year that there 
was an old pack mule that needed some help. He 
was at the kill pen, and his prospects were poor. 
Along with him was a pony that he had befriended 
at the lot, and they were inseparable. We do not 
use rescue funds to purchase horses from the lot, 
but we do accept kill pen horses often. 

The mule was really our main focus, but the dang 
pony kind of pulled at my heartstrings. Plus, that 
old boy really didn't make a move without that 
pony. 

So, enter Ken and 
Barbie. When they 
were picked up at the 
lot, Ken refused to 
get in the trailer 
without Barbie. They 
came in and went 
into Quarantine to-
gether, and learned 
about cookies and 
carrots. We still don't 
know much about 
Ken, but I discov-
ered Barbie had run 
through an auction in 
Wyoming,  been 
bought by an outfit-
ter, used through 

hunting season and then sent right back to an auc-
tion after hunting season. She didn't even have a 
name. They called her "PP" for Pack Pony. She 
prefers Barbie. 

Almost immediately after they were done with 
Quarantine, we got another mule in from The 
United States Forest Service. Her name is Rosie, 
and they had acquired her in an Animal Control 
seizure and nursed her back to health, but unfortu-
nately, she had to have her eye removed, due to 
infection, so they weren't able to keep and use her. 
Their loss is certainly our gain, as Rosie is the 

sweetest, cutest, snuggliest gal ever. Ken and Bar-
bie became Ken, Barbie and Rosie. 

Anyone who has ever had a pony knows that keep-
ing weight OFF of them is a bit of a trick. Unfortu-
nately, Barbie really embraced her new life. Mostly 
she embraced it with her mouth. As she ballooned 
up rather alarmingly, we had to make the sad deci-
sion to "break up the band" and move Barbie to a 
place where we could put her on a diet. Ken was 
reluctant to say goodbye to his pony, but Rosie was 
positively OUTRAGED. She yelled and pouted for 
days! Barbie, on the other hand (or hoof), was 
mainly just mad she was on a diet. 

A few months ago, we assisted another rescue with 
purchasing another elderly mule at auction. The 
original plan was for her to stay with them, but we 
offered to take her when they ended up with a 
huge intake of horses and were out of room. 

Maizie arrived and we put her in with Ken and 
Rosie. She's a sweet old gal, except at mealtime, 
when she morphs into Medusa! Girlfriend is SERI-
OUS about her food. A slight feeding time learning 
curve for us all, and we're one big, happy mule 
family. And an obese pony in a different pen. 

Kris Nixon 

Rosie in her “strawberrylicious” fly sheet 

Mule Dinner Anticipation 

Ken and Barbie await the 

days allotment of cook-

ies while in quarantine 

Rosie, Barbie and Ken crowd into a shed 

Ken gets a dental checkup 

from Dr. Kate Baer 

“PP” or Pack Pony hauling an 

elk out of the mountains 

Maizie the Mule looks  

towards the Kawasaki “Mule” 

for her breakfast 
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If you've ever owned a horse, you've heard it. 
"Horses are herd animals! They're only happy if 
they live with other horses!" While the sentiment 
behind this is true, when you run a horse rescue or 
take care of large numbers of horses, you quickly 
realize that what looks like a great "herd" to you, 
might get strongly and violently voted down by the 
members of said herd. Horses can't all just live 
together. If you don't believe me, ask them! We get 
calls for companion horses all the time, and frank-
ly, it's a real crap shoot whether horses will actually 
enjoy each other's company. Imagine being a horse. 
There you are, enjoying your "Me time" and solo 
dining experience, and then some big jerk moves 
in. Not next door, but right in your house with 
you, and you have nothing to say about it. It's like 
an arranged marriage! 

We frequently experience this phenomenon at the 
rescue when we get a new horse in. Often, they just 
have to live alone because of dietary needs or med-
ical issues, but if they're reasonably healthy, we try 
to have them live with another horse or two. To 
say it's a guessing game is an understatement. Just 
when you think you know who likes what, you put 

Horses are Herd Animals 

a horse in a group, and it's a real wild west show. 

So then you think, "Well, they can get to know 
each other over the fence." Pro tip: just call the vet 
in advance. You'll need them. Ask me how I know 
this. 

Sometimes, it goes just fine, and everybody just 
goes about their business. I think most horses are 
much happier with other horses in close proximity, 
but the notion that all horses are better off in 
groups, and that they'll all just get along because 
you said they should is just a fairy tale. Or horror 
movie 

Ray, Willie and Waylon—our largest herd 

If you haven’t heard of Kroger’s Community Re-
wards program please take a minute to read this 
and sign up. When you create a digital account at 
King Soopers or another Kroger owned store you 
can designate a Community Rewards organization 
for your account. As you shop, you donate to that 
organization, AT NO ADDITIONAL EXPENSE 
TO YOU. Kroger donates annually to participating 
organizations based on your percentage of spend-
ing as it relates to the total spending associated 
with all participating Kroger Community Rewards 
organizations. We’d like you to pick us, but if not, 
please pick another beneficial organization. In the 
3rd quarter of  2023 we received $501 from 39 
shoppers supporting RMHR. 

1. Create a digital account—A digital account is 
needed to participate in King Soopers/City Market 
Community Rewards. If you already have a digital 
account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your 
account so that all transactions apply toward the 
organization you choose. If you have a Shopper’s 
card but have never created a digital account; go to 
either: 

If you have a Shopper’s Card but have never creat-
ed a digital account, you must do that first. After 
you have your account created, then login and per-
form the following steps. 

2. Link your Card to an organization—Selecting 
the organization that you wish to support is as 
simple as updating the Community Rewards selec-
tion on your digital account. 

A. Sign-in to your digital account.  

B. Click on “My Account” 

C. Click on Community Rewards 

D. Search for “Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue” 
in the Find an Organization search box.  
Click on [Enroll]. 

E. DONE! RMHR displays in the Community 
Rewards section of your account.  

3. RMHR earns—Any transactions moving for-
ward using your grocery Shopper’s Card number 
associated with your digital account will be applied 
to the program. 

Need help? Contact: 

Email rockymountainhorserescue@gmail.com or 
Call Rob Nixon at (303) 204-1898 

Donate as you shop at King Soopers/City Market  
RMHR is a  

Non-profit  

501(c)(3) 

organization 

Your  

contributions  

are tax  

deductible 

2024/2025 

RMHR Advisors 

Jerry Burk, Attorney and CPA 

Lois Toll, DVM 

Steve Long, DVM 

Debbie Mayo, DVM 

Charlie McKay, Rancher 

Gary Pallaoro, DVM 

Jeff Wells, DVM 

Shane Baird, DVM 
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stand, teetering on his back toes while in the sling. 

Gradually, Dollar improved as he struggled to 

stand up. 

During all this time, Dollar's dam, Smashin' Molly 

remained by his side. 

It is now November of 2024 and Carrie has report-

ed that this little 

fighter can now 

trot, gallop and 

even tries to 

buck.  

The swelling and 

scarred patches 

of skin on his 

chest and legs 

(from the pres-

sure of the sling 

straps) have 

receded and no longer bother him. In order to try 

and help Dollar throughout this process, Carrie 

bought him a compression blanket and multiple 

plush toys and pillows. (continued in margin) 

Dollar, a Quarterhorse colt, was born on May 2, 

2023 in Weatherford, TX to owners Carrie and 

Wade White. He was perfectly normal until De-

cember 21st of that year when he sustained a frac-

ture to his cervical vertebrae between C2 and C3. 

He had gotten into a neighboring pen with a geld-

ing and somehow got injured. 

After the injury, Dollar 

was not able to stand, so 

the sad decision was 

made to put him down 

in late December. But 

after he had his "final" 

milk from his mom, he 

RALLIED!; so the 

Whites, on their veteri-

narian's advice, decided 

to try to save him.  

On January 21st, Carrie 

called our Rescue to see 

if she could borrow our 

sling to help support 

Dollar to stand up. She located some cowboys 

from Texas who were just finishing their competi-

tions at Denver's National Western Stock Show 

and they agreed to transport the sling to Carrie. 

I hurriedly grabbed the smallest sling (medium) 

that we had but forgot to include the white rectan-

gular metal frame used to suspend the sling. The 

sling clips to various places on the frame and then 

the frame is suspended from an overhead object. 

The sling has three crucial pieces. The largest is the 

belly, or abdomen web piece which is 72" long. 

The second and third pieces are a chest and a hind-

quarters piece which attach to the abdomen. The 

three clip to the metal frame so that the horse can 

be fully supported. 

Luckily Carrie and Wade were very resourceful. 

They used a metal gate since they did not have the 

frame and attached the straps from the three pieces 

to it. IT 

WORKED! 

The next obstacle 

was that Dollar's 

hind fetlocks and 

had buckled over, 

making him unable 

to put his hind feet 

flat on the ground. 

He would try to 

Rescue Equipment 

Dollar following his 

accident 

Dollar with his plush toys and Dam, Smashin’ 

Molly dozing under a heat lamp 

Dollar trotting  

Dollar in his compression blanket 

Dollar struggles to  

stand up 

(continued ) 

As we put the final touches on 

the newsletter, it is heartening 

to hear that he is on the road to 

recovery. Neither he, nor the 

Whites, can be accused of be-

ing quitters.  

Carrie and Wade White strap 

dollar into the sling with 

their makeshift “gate” frame 

Dollar—still  

Fighting hard! 
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which enables you to feed the straps underneath a 

horse in a prone or compromised position. It 

worked really well! 

As I was leaving 

the rescue one 

day, I got a call 

from Chris Pa-

dilla at Animal 

Control, asking 

if we could 

come assist with 

getting a horse 

out of a large 

ditch. I threw a 

few things in the 

car and headed 

over. With the 

help of Dr Jenna 

Moline, Dr Deb 

Mayo and the Arvada Fire Department, we were 

able to get him out. It was the first time using one 

of our new pieces of equipment, the Connell guide, 

Rescue Equipment 

We were so appreciative of 

Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue 

for loaning us their horse  

sling to aid in the recovery of 

Dollar. The sling helped us get 

him up and kept him from  

getting sores from laying so 

long. It also improved his 

mood greatly, He would get so  

excited when he would see the 

sling and was ready to go once 

it was on. We were able to  

work on his legs and back with 

massages while he was up and 

could see that he still had  

feeling in his legs despite the 

fracture. I don't really know if 

the outcome would have  

been the same had we not 

found Bini and her being will-

ing to send it. We are very  

thankful for all the help we 

received from her and her 

rescue! 

We are so happy for his recov-

ery and him being able to be 

like he was meant to be â€”  

RUNNING FREE!  

 

Thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts! 

Tons of love from Texas  

Wade, Carie and Dollar White  

 

Dollar Thank You! 

Shout out to Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue. They 

were instrumental in helping get a horse out of a 

ditch on September 1st. At approximately 4:48pm, 

I contacted Kris with Rocky Mountain Horse Res-

cue and requested assistance and the use of their 

sling. Kris showed up within about 10 minutes and 

we all went to work. There was the horse owner, 

friends of the owner, people form the local board-

ing stables, The Arvada Fire Department, Rocky 

Mountain Horse Rescue and Jefferson County 

Animal Control all working together to get Kamal 

out of the ditch. With everyone’s hard work, we 

made it happen!!! 

 

Christine Padilla 

Jefferson County  

Animal Control 

  

Kamal Thank You! 

Kris Nixon surveys the  

situation with Kamal 

Kamal reaches the top of the bank  

Kamal slowly inches up the steep enbankment 

Kamal rises to his feet once the Large Animal 

Lift is removed 
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My “Bell” left this world the end of June this year 
(2024) and it was one of the hardest decisions I’ve 
had to make in my life to let her go.  She was 31 
yrs. old and the perfect horse for me. Thank you 
RMHR for introducing us and letting me own her.  
In the beginning, I rode her at the park by my 
house and I learned a lot about horses through her.  
She needed a companion so along came Peaches 
and Cream “the mini.”  The two were inseparable 
with a love/hate relationship.  If it wasn’t for my 
family and many friends helping me get them both 
out together, I would have never been able to get 
Bell out much. Thank you everyone for the help 
over the years! 

Bell injured her leg a few years ago and never really 
recovered.  I stopped riding her when this hap-
pened.  I thank the many Vets who tended to her 
over the years and her great Farrier knowing how 
to relieve pain with special shoes.  She left on a 
beautiful, sunny day, eating all the green grass she 
wanted, but it was still hard to say good-bye. She 
was a lot of work but I enjoyed every minute I had 
with her.  She was my reason for getting up so 
early and staying so healthy getting out in the fresh 
air, sometimes bitter cold air.  She was a gentle 
horse who always took care of her riders. Everyone 
loved seeing her and Peaches at the park.  There’s 
just something about a horse that brings people 
together!                                                                                                                                     

I came across this piece of writing the other day 
and wanted to dedicate it to “Bell,” may she RIP 
enjoying the other side of Rainbow Bridge until I 
get there! 

 
Most horses pass from one human to another - some horse-
men and women are patient and forgiving, others are rigor-
ous and demanding, others are cruel, others are ignorant. 
Horses have to learn how to, at the minimum, walk, trot, 
canter, gallop, go on trails and maybe jump, to be treated by 
the vet, and lift their hooves for a farrier, all with sense and 
good manners. 

Talented Thoroughbreds must learn how to win races, and if 
they can't do that, they must learn how to negotiate courses 
and jump over strange obstacles without touching them, or do 
complicated dance like movements or control cattle or accom-
modate severely handicapped children and adults in therapy 
work. 

Many horses learn all of these things in the course of a single 
lifetime. Besides this, they learn to understand and fit into 
the successive social systems of other horses they meet along 
the way. 

A horse's life is rather like twenty years in foster care, or in 

and out of prison, while at the same time changing schools 
over and over and discovering that not only do the other 
students already have their own social groups, but that what 
you learned at the old school hasn't much application at the 
new one. 

We do not require as much of any other species, including 
human, that horses frequently excel, that they exceed the 
expectations of their owners and trainers in such circum-
stances, is as much a testament to their intelligence and 
adaptability as to their relationship skills or their natural 
generosity or their inborn nature. That they sometimes mani-
fest the same symptoms as abandoned orphans - distress, 
strange behaviors, anger, fear - is less surprising than that 
they usually don't. 

No one expects a child, or even a dog to develop its intellec-
tual capacities living in a box 23 hours a day and then 
doing controlled exercises the remaining one. 

Mammal minds develop through social interaction and 
stimulation.   A horse that seems "stupid", "slow", 
"stubborn", etc. might just have not gotten the chance to 
learn! 

Take care of your horses and treasure them.  Our horses are 
our FOREVER horses!   

By Jane Smiley  

 

So now there is one; Peaches.  She walks at the 
park now every day and gets a lot of attention.  The 
kids run to her yelling her name, anxious to hug 
her.  Everyone knows her, she has become famous.  
She puts smiles on so many faces.  Many people 
tell me, “This made my day seeing her.”  She loves 
seeing the dogs and doesn’t care if they bark at her.  
I just started her own Instagram account:  
peachesandcreamthemini    

She too misses Bell.  Peaches has a stuffed animal 
horse she moves around her stall at night.  Who 
knows, maybe one day, she’ll have another com-
panion.  But for now, she’s doing well and loving 
the people and dogs she meets every day.  Maybe 
being a “Therapy Horse” is in her future.   Thank 
you RMHR, for Peaches.  And thank you for all 
the work you do saving the horses, mules, and 
donkeys.   They are magnificent animals! 

Melanie Hood 

Bell and Melanie walking 

through the park 

And Then There Was One 

Peaches and her new stuffed 

animal “companion” 

Bell and Peaches and Cream 
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Springwood 

Correct me if I’m wrong but this 

is a hundred times better than 

growing up with a cell phone 

The greatness of  

a nation and its  

moral progress  

can be judged by 

the way its  

animals are  

treated. 

– Mahatma Ghandi 

In June of this year we were pleased to participate 

in a visit to Springwood Retirement Campus in 

Arvada, CO. Organized by Jami and Bill Polzin, we 

recruited a handful of volunteers and loaded up 

Tulip and Cheyenne to go visit the folks at Spring-

wood. We were met there by Jami and Bill who 

brought their draft horse Max, their horse Chief 

and their RMHR adopted mini, Tiny Tim. Our  

entourage moved from complex to complex to 

introduce and/or reconnect folks with horses, talk 

about rescue and generally just socialize. We met 

dozens of really wonderful people. Some were 

unsure about the horses, especially Max, but others 

came right up to pet, feed cookies or brush the 

beasties. It’s been a few years since we had the 

opportunity and we absolutely loved it! 

Miscellany 



Saved by the Bell, Just in Time 
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After a 40+ year break from horses, at 59 years 

old, I recently decided to jump back into a love I 

experienced as an adolescent and then into my teen 

years. You might ask how this could have hap-

pened. What would motivate a 59-year-old to em-

bark on a re-ignited journey with horses. Well, it 

starts with a visit to Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue 

and its wonderful founder, Bini Abbott.  

I had decided last year that I wanted to see what it 

would be like to re-engage with horses, and I want-

ed to rescue one. We spend part of year in subur-

ban Chicago, and part in suburban Denver. While 

had looked for rescue in Illinois, I could not find 

one that was close enough for me to visit often 

while in town. That was not the case in Colorado, 

as I quicky found RMHR and promptly called to 

set a time for a visit.  

Upon my arrival, Bini greeted me and took me on 

a tour of the rescue and was able to give me de-

tailed backgrounds on all the horses, donkeys, 

mules, and ponies. With each introduction, I be-

came more attached to this wonderful facility 

charged with such honorable and noble causes. As 

the tour continued, Bini and I discussed rescuing a 

mustang potentially, but as only Bini can, she en-

couraged me to think about sponsoring a current 

rescue member, and she reminded me of the first 

horse I met on the tour, Justin (Just in Time). A 

rescue thoroughbred, Justin needed a human. I was 

able to spend more time with Justin at the end of 

the tour and I took her advice and sponsored Jus-

tin.  

The sponsorship of Justin was one of the best 

decisions I have made in life. He immediately 

bonded and attached, as he found I always had 

carrots upon every visit, but as the visits continued, 

Justin allowed me to get closer and closer, he 

touches me and nuzzles me upon arrival. He gives 

a kiss on the cheek when asked, he will put his 

head in arm so I can softly scratch his nose, and 

ears. I even go into has paddock and sit and talk to 

him and he stays right near me.  

What is clear today is that Justin became the cata-

lyst for me to jump back in the world of horses. I 

came back to Chicago and promptly started re-

searching what breed I wanted to have become my 

Chicago equine partner, and settled on a gaited 

breed, The Racking Horse. Like with Justin, I was 

lucky and found a beautiful mare, Saved by the 

Bell, or Bella Mia (Bella Mia or My Beauty in Eng-

lish). Bella’s journey has only just begun, as she 

has moved from eastern Tennessee to suburban 

Chicago, and she has embarked on new connec-

tion with her new human, and she has embraced 

each change with willingness and openness.  

Today, I am every so grateful that Justin reopened 

the door to horses and then promptly walked 

through it and kept it open so that Bella could join 

us. And to think it all started with a wonderful 

visit to Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue, and its 

magical founder Bini.  

While they may never meet physically, their spir-

itual bonds with me are insurmountable, forever 

thankful. 

Michael Fisher  

The Standley Lake bald ea-

gles are frequent visitors 

but now we’re blessed with 

their juvenile offspring 

Justin 

Bella Mia 

Ranch Wildlife 

We have lots of rabbits but 

two of our favorites are 

“Uno” above and “GP” (guinea 

pig) below 

Once a rarity on the ranch, 

the whitetails run through 

regularly now 
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Tuesday, 
December 
10th is  
Colorado 
Gives Day. 
Every non-
profit  
receiving a 
donation 
on Colora-
do Gives 
Day  
receives a 
portion of the Colorado Gives Day In-
centive Fund, increasing the impact and 
the value of every dollar donat-
ed.  Please remember us on 12/10 or 
schedule a donation today.  

Board Members /Staff 

President Bini Abbott (303) 424-0037 

Vice President Kris Nixon (303) 910-1689 

Treasurer Kate Corcoran (303) 829-4705 

Secretary Mary Norden (303) 978-1850 

Western Colorado/Fund Raising Ruth Ann Burnett (970) 245-7774 

Horse Welfare Consultant Carole Kenney (303) 910-9410 

Special Events/Volunteers Stefanie Shea (860) 878-2303 

Volunteers/Adoptions Emily Kil (860) 885-9559 

Northern Colorado Laura Gill (970) 371-1446 

Best Practices & Veterans Ranya Kelly (303) 431-0904 

Veterinarian Advice Lois Toll, DVM (303) 794-6359 

Other Supporting Staff 

Website & Newsletter Rob Nixon (303) 204-1898 

Facilities & Heavy Equipment Bill Polzin (303) 906-8509 

trick me, because I’m pretty sure not only would I 
not be getting rid of any flies, but I think "fishing" 
has something to do with water again!! She's a slow 
learner. I thought I had made my feelings about 
water clear to her. And her feet. And shins. And 
face. 

My summer schedule was full of bad ideas, BUT, 
suddenly it's winter! Like, overnight. So, on to my 
next plan, which is sled dog. You do this thing 
called Mushing, which obviously has to do with 
soaked feed, so I’m all in. Stay tuned. 

This past summer, it was very, very, very hot. So, I 
decided I would like to become a lifeguard. My 
understanding of this was that it's a great place to 
be when it's hot outside, and you can take a "dip in 
the pool" when you get too hot. What I failed to 
understand is that a "dip in the pool" means 
SWIMMING. Swimming!! Can you imagine? I 
HATE water. If you don't believe me, come try to 
give me a bath. Bring a lot of friends, because alt-
hough I am small, I can wrestle 3 or more full 
grown adults into submission without even break-
ing a sweat. Anyway, I digress. Lifeguarding was 
clearly out, so I thought maybe I'd become a caddy 
at the golf course, because I keep hearing about 
golf, and how there's a big green pasture and a 
bunch of nitwits whack some balls around or 
something. I figured they wouldn't be in my way 
whilst I was grazing, and I guess you get paid to 
wander around the course if you're a caddy. Come 
to find out, you're expected to drag some bag 
around and hang around a bunch of these people 
while they swing some club at the tiniest little ball 
you've ever seen. And there's NO GRAZING 
ALLOWED!! That's the dumbest thing I've ever 
heard. So, that was out. 

I've recently heard about something called Pickle-
ball, and I like Pickles, so I thought maybe eating 
pickles all summer sounded like a good plan. I’m 
not even going to tell you how that turned out. 
You wouldn't even believe me if I described it. 
Suffice to say, there was not a Pickle in sight. False 
advertising. My butler, Kris, suggested perhaps I 
should try fly fishing, because I’m always covered 
in flies all summer, but I think she was trying to 

JoJo’s Corner 



Memorials 

 A-3 Chipseal Co. in memory of Anita Enzinna 
and Mari Fix 

 Melissa Barber in memory of Charles M. Price 

 Michelle Schiffbauer in memory of Glen Ow-
en Stocking 

 Heather Taylor in memory of Jenny Leonetti 

 Matt Cyphert in memory of Joan & Jack Ellis 

 Kathy Miller and David Smith in memory of 
Judi Tolman 

 Peggy Barella, 
Kathleen 
Callender, Glen-
na & Mike Day, 
Linda Gray, 
M.L. Richard-
son, Rosanne 
Robinson, Kirk 
Samuelson, 
Heidi Schmutz, 
Nancy & Jon 
Tellor, Helen 
Mae Thomas, 
Amy Whitson-
Nugent, Oldcas-
tle Southwest 
Group , Joanne 
Waring, John Hancock, Lauren Kozey, Steve 
and Susan Antonopulos, Kathy Miller, David 
Sogge, David Dietz, A-1 Chipseal Co., Alex-
andra Simon, Mark Pattridge, Matt Cyphert, 
Kristi Wysocki, Bev Wagner, Michelle Schiff-
bauer, Lauren Kozey, Steve and Susan Anto-
nopulos, Linda Thomas, Kathy Miller, David 
Smith, David Sogge, Linda Thomas, Alan & 
Emily Robinson and Kayla Lemieux in 
memory of Katie Keller 

 Bev Wagner in memory of Linda 

 Mark Pattridge in memory of Maude Leigh 
and Malcolm S. Mann 

 Jo-
anne 
Waring in 
memory 
of My 
Dad & 
Sister 

 Katherine Mills in memory of Susan R. Mills 

 Linda Ludwig, Franklin & Barbara Towber, 
David Smith, David Dietz and Susan Brusha-
ber in memory of Wendy Taylor 

 Kristi Wysocki in memory of Senor Gomez 

 Jody Marken in memory of Tony 

 Lori Hood and Melanie Hood in memory of 
"Bell" 

 Linda Frogge in memory of "Pie" her cousin's 
horse in MT that was killed by a bear 

 Cheri & Don O'Bannon in memory of 
"Stella" 

 Jerriann Zimmerman in memory of Eli 

 Susan Frey in memory of Godiva 

Honoraria 

 Karen Matthews in honor of Bailey Holt & 
Peyton Matthews 

 Alexandra Simon in honor of Betty Lou 
Brock 

 Kayla Lemieux in honor of Bini Abbott 

 Bev Wagner in honor of Cathy Hupka 

 Mark Pattridge in honor of Cross the Meadow 
and Celia Thomas 

 Michelle Schiffbauer in honor of Gaile Green 

 Toni & Richard Hofsheier and Alison Tenhul-
zen in honor of Judy Eberwein 

 A-2 Chipseal Co., David Dietz, Alexandra 
Simon, Susan Frey, and Jody Marken in honor 
of Kris and Bini 

 Matt Cyphert in honor of Mary J McAvinchey 

 Kristi Wysocki in honor of Reed Ayers 

 Heather Taylor in honor of Rob and Kris 
Nixon 

 Jody Marken, Joanne Waring, Melissa Barber, 
Heather Taylor and Lauren Kozey in honor of 
Tulip 

 Alison Tenhulzen in honor of Velma Fleming 

 John Hancock in honor of Peaches and Bell 

 Melissa Barber in honor of Bonnie and Clyde 

 Laurence Israel in honor of the fabulous Mag-
giejazz 

 John Hancock, Steve and Susan Antonopulos, 
Linda Thomas, David Sogge, Kayla Lemieux 
and Heather Taylor in honor of Darby Dazzle 
Taylor 

 Susan Frey in honor of Alexandra and Maxi-
mus 

 Alison Tenhulzen in honor of Abby and An-
gel 

Volunteer and friend,  

Wendy Taylor 
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Memorials & Honoraria 

Ranch Wildlife 

“Bob”, our local bobcat, 

stops for a break in our 

indoor arena 

A pelican fishes for fry in the 

cove near the rescue 

A group of sandhill cranes 

take a break during their 

winter migration 

The Birds of Prey Foundation 

releases 3 juvenile Coopers 

Hawks at the ranch 

Great friend to the  

rescue and fixture in the 

Colorado equestrian 

community, Katie Keller 
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Come visit our website: www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Free Use of  Rescue Equipment 

Large Animal Lift 

Used to lift a down (recumbent) horse to get it on 

its feet—e.g. out of a ditch or off a road. The LAL 

can be applied by one or two people in as little as 

five minutes to a horse with little or no sedation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAL can be put on from the back negating the 

chance of getting kicked by flailing legs. The LAL 

is designed to maintain an animal on its feet for 

short periods. 

The Anderson Sling 

Available in large, medium, and foal sizes. The 

sling uses straps, pads and pulleys to lift and sup-

Provided by Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue/ Bini Abbott, 9190 Alkire St., Arvada, CO 80005,  

(303) 424-0037, www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

Equipment available to rescue 

by helicopter 

Barbaro being 

supported in an  

Anderson Sling  

We rescued a horse out of a swim-

ming pool with our sling 

 

port a horse while shifting his weight to his skeletal 

structure rather than pressure points. May be used 

long term, but only for several hours a day. 

Glide with  

Slipsheets 

For sliding a recumbent horse 

out of a field or into a stall 

or trailer. 

The Dura-Pik Tripod  

Shown supporting “Lucky” – 

the practice horse model for 

training personnel in the use 

and application of the rescue 

equipment—made available by 

Horses Forever, contact 

S h i r l e y  H o f f m a n 

( 3 0 3 )  6 5 1 - 3 0 7 0  o r 

www.horsesforever.org, email 

at admin@horsesforever.org. 

Quick Corral 

Five foot long sections can be quickly assembled to 
create an emergency enclosure and are in  

two bags for car or trailer transport. 

Connell Flex Guide 

To draw straps under a horse 
cast, in a mud pit or trench. 



Up for Adoption 

Lexi is a 20 year old 

Thoroughbred mare 

that stands 17hh.  

She is extremely hot to 

ride and requires a firm 

hand to prevent her 

from adopting  

bad habits. She is not 

suitable as a trail 

horse. 

Visit our website: 

www.rockymountainhorserescue.org  

and call (303) 910-1689 for changes  

in adoptable horses! 

Companion and miniature horses 

(pasture pets) are always available. 
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Spice (top) and Luke (bottom) 

are American Shetland Po-

nies that have had limited 

handling but are taking 

well to learning new things 

and will make excellent 

projects for the right 

adopter. Both are 2 1/2 

years old. 

Dusty is an 9 year old  

Thoroughbred Gelding who 

won over $100,000 on the 

track. He is Kentucky bred and 

even raced at Belmont. He 

will require someone with 

experience restarting off 

track thoroughbreds (OTTBs). 

Lucky is a 17 year 

old Thoroughbred 

gelding who has a 

bad back and can be 

a companion only. 

Barbie is a 12 year old 

pony. She was rescued 

from the kill lot. She is 

rideable but will require 

an experienced child or 

small adult. She has 

good ground manners 

and gets along well with 

other horses. 

Willie is a 24 year old retired United States Forest 

Service Missouri Foxtrotter. He has back issues and 

can be a companion only. 

Harry is a 9 year old 

Thoroughbred cross. He 

is 15.2 HH tall. He has 

been ridden both Eng-

lish and Western.  He 

will require an experi-

enced rider. 
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RMHR Sponsorship/Foster Program 

cover the costs of feed and maintenance 

BRONZE - pay $50 a month to help cover the 

cost of care 

Some of our many friends of RMHR have gone 

above and beyond their multiple hours volunteer-

ing by sponsoring some of their favorite rescue 

horses.  

After many years of discussion, RMHR has formal-

ized a horse sponsorship program. We have three 

levels of sponsorship: 

GOLD- pay all costs including board, feed, farrier, 

and all veterinary (except for major surgery exceed-

ing $4,000 to save a life) 

SILVER - pay $200 a month to RMHR to help 

Ronni Eckert 

(Bronze)  

is sponsoring  

Ray, Willie and 

Waylon. She 

loves them so 

much she had a 

custom t-shirt 

made (far 

right) 

Lenore Mitchell 

(Bronze) 

Sponsors  

miniature horse Buffy  

and donkey  

Petunia 

Mark Ormerod 

(BRONZE)  

Mark fell in love with  

Ken the mule during a  

visit from New Mexico 

Michael Fisher 

(BRONZE) 

Hailing from both 

Illinois and  

Colorado,  

Michael  

sponsors  

thoroughbred  

Just In Time 

Melanie Hood  

(GOLD) 

Besides volunteering, Mela-

nie is taking care of our minia-

ture Peaches n' Cream. Mel is 

even training her little one 

on how to pull a cart. 

Jill Kluge  

(BRONZE)  

Jill Kluge loves  

Buttercup whom we got at 

auction in Fort Collins. Jill 

also spends countless hours 

volunteering and cleaning  

additional pens. 
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The Starfish Story 

One day an old man was walk-
ing along the beach in the 
early morning and noticed the 
tide had washed thousands of 
starfish up onto the shore. 
Ahead, he spotted a boy gath-
ering up the starfish, then one by one tossing them 
back into the ocean. He approached the boy and 
asked why he spent so much energy doing what 
seemed to be a waste of time. The boy replied, 
“The starfish cannot live if they are left out in the 
sun.” 

Then the old man gazed out as far as he could see 
and responded, “But there must be thousands of 
miles of beaches and countless starfish. You can’t 
possibly rescue all of them. What difference is 
throwing back a few going to make anyway?” The 
boy bent down picked up yet another starfish and 
threw it as far as he could into the ocean. Then he 
turned, smiled, and said, “It made a difference to 
that one!” 

The old man leaned over, picked up a starfish and 
joined the boy throwing starfish into the water. 

 

The Rainbow Bridge 

Just this side of heaven is a place called Rainbow 
Bridge. 

When an animal dies that has been especially close 

Bini’s Favorite Stories 

to someone here, that pet goes to Rainbow Bridge. 
There are meadows and hills for all of our special 
friends so they can run and play together. There is 
plenty of food, water and sunshine, and our friends 
are warm and comfortable. 

All the animals who had been ill and old are re-
stored to health and vigor. Those who were hurt or 
maimed are made whole and strong again, just as 
we remember them in our dreams of days and 
times gone by. The animals are happy and content, 
except for one small thing; they each miss someone 
very special to them, who had to be left behind. 

They all run and play together, but the day comes 
when one suddenly stops and looks into the dis-
tance. His bright eyes are intent. His eager body 
quivers. Suddenly he begins to run from the group, 
flying over the green grass, his legs carrying him 
faster and faster. 

You have been spotted, and when you and your 
special friend finally meet, you cling together in 
joyous reunion, never to be parted again. The hap-
py kisses rain upon your face; your hands again 
caress the beloved head, and you look once more 
into the trusting eyes of your pet, so long gone 
from your life but 
never absent from 
your heart. 

Then you cross Rain-
bow Bridge together.... 

Author unknown... 

Community Service 

We often get calls from companies offering to do a day of community service for us. In May, our neigh-
bor, John Kroll, contacted us about whether we’d be interested in having his company come out for a day 
and do a construction project for us. Employees from the Weitz company not only came and assisted Rob 
Nixon and Bill Polzin in rebuilding one of our barns, but we also had a fun group that learned basic 
grooming and horse handling skills. The barn turned out beautifully, and so did the horses, who really 
enjoyed extra attention, brushing, and of course treats!  

Some Weitz team members 

groomed instead of building 

Saving just one 

horse will not 

change the world . . 

. . 

But it will surely 

change the world 

for that one horse 

The Barn Raising Thank you again to The Weitz company! 
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For Real Horse People to Enjoy 

 



Cindy Hogue, Claudia Hogue, Claudia Vick, CO-

BANK, Colette E Bowdish, Stan & Kathy Koniz, 

Connie Caruso, Connie Micolichek, Craig Reyn-

olds, Danny Murphy, David Brause, David Dietz, 

David Klein, David Schlesselman, David Sears, 

David Smith, David Sogge, Debbie Pickerill, Den-

ise Wieser, Dennis Christine, Diana Mayo, Diane 

Ashouri, Diane Lask, Dick Hall, Don Clark, Don-

na & Ray Salinas, Donna Carter, Donna S. Moyle, 

Doug Pratt, Edward & Janet Ahlstrand, Elizabeth 

Barraud, Elizabeth Hauptman, Elizabeth Schnell, 

Emily Baum, Emily Kil, Ent Credit Union , Eric J 

Frank, Eugenia Wood, Fidelity Charitable , Fran L. 

Sisler, Frances Kawano, Franklin & Barbara Tow-

ber, Frontstream , Gail Fischer, Gale Adair, 

George Mooney, Glenna & Mike Day, Gloria Mat-

tarocchia, Heather Taylor, Heidi Schmutz, Helen 

C. Gridley, Helen Davies, Helen Mae Thomas, 

Helena Yardley, Hope Bishop, Irene Coleman, 

Jacqueline S. Wagoner, Jacquelyn G.  McDowell, 

James Bunch, Jan Wilkins, Janet Cook, Janice Eck-

hardt, Janice Holland, Jean Claypool, Jeff Marshall, 

Jenny Alsberg, Jerriann Zimmerman, Jerry Wil-

liams, Jill Kluge, Jill Wywra, Jim Jordan, Joanie 

Tanous, Joanne R. Wortman, Joanne Waring, Jody 

Marken, John Hancock, Joyce & Doc Baldwin, 

Juan Torres, Juday A. Foreman, Judy Keller, Judy 

Mann, Julia Lindsay, Julia Parker, Julia Sommer-

field, Julie Bolen, Julie Holmes, Karen Kah, Karen 

Matthews, Karen Muhler, Karla & John Devlin, 

Karyn Simpson, Kat Fassioli, Kate & Randy Hoff-

man, Kate Burk, Kate Corcoran, Kate Reid, Kathe-

rine Keller, Katherine Mills, Kathi Covelli, Kathi 

Pober, Kathleen Callender, Kathleen Holowecky, 

Kathleen Strang, Kathy Miller, Katie Despain, Kay 

Erickson, Kay Frogge, Kelly Birtland, Kenneth and 

Birgit Berry, Kenneth Benson, Kimberly Ytterberg, 
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Every year we try to make sure that we recognize 

everyone that supports us: financially, with donated 

goods, through volunteer labor, transporting and 

our sponsor/safe homers. 

This was a very busy year for the rescue, and us 

personally, and although we hope we listed all of 

you, we’re sure we missed a few. Our sincere apol-

ogies and please realize that we value each and 

every person that supports our mission. We love 

you all! 

Contributors  

A Deneb Pologar, A-1 Chipseal Co., A-4 Chipseal 

Co., A-5 Chipseal Co., ACB , Alexa Gutierrez, 

Alexandra Simon, Alison Ranon, Alison Tenhul-

zen, American Online Giving Foundation , Amy 

Whitson-Nugent, Angela Zuccarelli, Anita Lavelle, 

Ann Callahan, Annabelle Fisher, Annie Opdahl, 

Aura Ayler, Barbara A. Scheer Living Trust , Bar-

bara Asher, Barbara Brenny, Barbara Daniel, Bar-

bara Kil, Barbara McMullin, Barbara Meachum, 

Barbara Towber, Barbara Williams, Becky Davis & 

Family, Becky Osborne, Bella Balcer, Beth Fisher, 

Bette Heller, Betty Berry, Bev Wagner, Bill & Cin-

dy Miller, Bill & Jami Polzin, Bill Polzin, Bini Ab-

bott, Birgit Blum, Bob & Rita Chacon, Bob Pie-

trzak, Bobby Griesgraber and Christina Twomey, 

Bonnie Bresnahan, Bridget Strang, Brittney Mor-

gan, Bruce Rosenberg, Candace Cavanaugh, Can-

dace Kohagen, Candace Negron, Candace West, 

Capricorn Breeding Farm , Carol Haertig, Carola 

Tschiemer, Carolann Besch, Carolyn Kavinski, 

Cathi Pober, Cathy Anderson, Charlotte R. Jonas 

Trust , Cheri & Don O'Bannon, Cheri O'Bannon, 

Cheri Rooney, Cheryl McDonald, Christie Barnett 

& Family, Christin Romberg, Christine & Andrew 

Hancock, Christine Southard, Cindi Hoffman, 

Thank You Contributors! 

Della Green shows Cheyenne 

the $66.00 she is donating to 

the Rescue. Instead of pre-

sents for her 5th birthday 

Della sked to give a donation 

to RMHR. Cheynne then of-

fered Della a ride. 

Compassion for  

animals is intimate-

ly connected with 

goodness of char-

acter; and it may be 

confidently assert-

ed that he who is 

cruel to animals 

cannot be a good 

man. 

– Schopenhauer 



A good man will 

take care of his 

horses and dogs 

not only while they 

are young but also 

when they are old 

and past service. 

— Plutarch 
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Thank You Contributors! (continued) 

Kirk Samuelson, Kirstine Valencia, KL Berry, Kris 

Nixon, Kristi Wysocki, Kristin Cosadon, Kroger 

Charitable Foundation , Krystal Beglari, Lara Abele

-Stasser and Gary Stasser, Laura Gill, Laura Monti-

age, Laura Quackenbush, Lauren Fenimore, Lauren 

Joyce, Lauren Kozey, Laurence Israel, Laurence R. 

Smith III, Leah Rohwer, Lenore Mitchell, Leslie 

Foreman, Lexi Chamizo, Libby Stokes, Lillywood 

Show Stables , Linda Cortes, Linda Frogge, Linda 

Gavit, Linda Gray, Linda Holway, Linda Kelly, 

Linda Lemmer, Linda Loughrey, Linda Ludwig, 

Linda M. Kelly, Linda Thomas, Linda Weather-

man, Lisa Anderson, Lisa Gillman Cook, Lisa Hea-

cock, Lisa Kaplan, Lisa Lang, Lisa Purcell, Lisa 

Rura, Lloyd and Karen Brady, Loretta Thyssen, 

Lori Hood, Lorraine Spagnoli, Lorrie Bartlett, Lou 

Ann Dixon, Lund Brown Enterprises, Lynn Vavra, 

Lynn Wyman, Lynne Cottrell, M.L. Richardson, 

Mabel Morgan, Manuela & Goldine Lebsock, Mar-

garet Cole, Margaret Flannery , Margaret McKay, 

Margaret Tuttle, Margery Kling, Marianna J. Lea, 

Marie Frederickson, Marilyn Golden, Marilyn 

Todd, Mark Hanne, Mark Ladwig, Mark Pattridge, 

Mark Springston, Marlene Dehler, Marta Schreiner, 

Martha Mortell, Martin Shaw, Mary Alagna, Mary 

Norden, Mary Wickman, Matt Cyphert, Meggan 

Brovege, Melanie Hood, Melissa Barber, Melissa 

Martinez, Michael Fisher, 

Michael Gahar, Michelle 

Schiffbauer, Michelle 

Simpson, Miranda 

Clendening, Miriam Pais-

ner, Mobile Vet , Nancy & 

Jon Tellor, Nancy Brink, 

Nancy Gooding, Nancy 

Harts, Nancy Million, 

Nancy Pierce, Nanette 

Erickson, Natali Sawage, 

Natalie Elenz-Robison, 

Nichole Hoskinson, Nigel & Sandra Snell, Oldcas-

tle Southwest Group , Pamela Harding, Pamela 

Sartori, Partricia Burnett, Patricia A. Rothdiener, 

Patricia Ann Clark, Patricia Lilliston, Patricia Rus-

sell, Patricia Sells, Patty & Randy Gleich , Patty 

Bremkamp, Paula J. Cook, Paypal Giving Fund , 

Peggy Barella, Peggy Cruder, Peigi Droysen, Penny 

& Nick Morris, Phoebe Sheets, Pledgeling Founda-

tion , Priscilla Myers-Greisman, Randy Kerr, Ray 

Salinas, Richard Smith, Rob & Kris Nixon, Robbie 

Hicks, Robin Callis, Rosanne Robinson, Rose Ma-

honey, Rosemary Sapegin, Roxanne & Brooks 

Bergner, Roxanne Swoboda, Ruth Schrock, Ryan 

Schields, Sandra Griggs, Sandra Newton, Sarah & 

Russell Haddock, Sarah Eastburn-Fryberger, Sarah 

Hostetter, Schwab Charitable Foundation , Scott 

Chapman, Scott Kramer, Shannon Bercompas, 

Shari Moosberger, Shelli Hoffman, Sherry Lafferty, 

Shirley Valverde, Simone Tafoya, St.Vrain Block 

Company , Staci Miller, Stan & Kathy Koniz, 

Stephanie Devlin, Stephanie Shea, Steve and Susan 

Antonopulos, Steve Wainz, Sue Baccari, Sue Miller, 

Sue Toms, Sue W. Moore, Susan Arthur, Susan 

Brock, Susan Brushaber, Susan Frey, Susan 

Sturbaum, Suzanne Conrad, Suzanne Sweitzer, 

Tamra Renck, Taylor McNamara, Teresa L. Hoke, 

Teresa Lanthorn, Teresa Yaklin, Terri Collins, Ter-

ri Schroeder, Terry Bassett, The Baco Fund , The 

Eisenhour Family, The Guras Family , The Hem-

mel Family Foundation , The Peterson Company , 

Thomas & Christine Southard, Toni & Richard 

Hofsheier, Toni Rautus, Traci Ferguson, Tracy 

James, Travis Cebula, Valerie MacDonald, Vasco 

Kazarov, Veronica Eckert, Virginia Martin, Wendy 

Haas & Dan Jago, Wendy Potthoff, Wendy Taylor, 

William J. Kunzman, William Singer 

NOTE: 

Kill buyers buy heavy sound 
horses as well as thin or lame 
ones (many draft horses end 

up in the kill pen). More 
pounds = more money at 

slaughter. 

Kill buyers make a fortune 
getting folks to “rescue” 
these poor souls before 

slaughter in Mexico  
or Canada. 

Special Thanks to A 

Home for Every 

Horse in partner-

ship with Purina 

who donated cou-

pons for bags of 

Purina® Horse 

Entrenched  

ignorance  

masquerades as  

tradition 

 — anonymous 
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Horse Dentistry 

Every now and then during daily activities at the rescue someone makes the mistake of saying “Whew, it’s 
nice not to have any repair work for a little while!”. It’s about that time that the rest of us throw some-
thing at that individual for jinxing us. It’s expected that feeding horses, doctoring/vet work and cleaning 
pens is an endless cycle. Unfortunately, repairs never end as well. We had a lot of large projects this year: 
rebuilding four sheds/barns, building a new pen for new horses, indoor arena repairs amongst others. The 
small repairs and fixes were never-ending as well (thank you Norma Jean especially).  

Thank  you to all our wonderful volunteers who helped with these repairs and those that donated supplies. 
We could not do it without you! 

Dental care is a crucial yet often overlooked aspect 
of horse management. Horses' teeth are constantly 
growing, and without proper maintenance, they can 
develop issues that affect their overall health, be-
havior, and performance. Regular dental work en-
sures that horses remain comfortable, healthy, and 
able to perform at their best. 

Horses are herbivores, and their teeth are adapted 
for grinding rough, fibrous plant material. Over 
time, their teeth wear down naturally through the 
chewing process. However, problems such as sharp 
points, uneven wear, and malocclusions 
(misalignment of teeth) can arise, leading to pain, 
difficulty eating, and even behavioral changes like 
head tossing or resistance to the bit. 

Routine dental care, typically performed by a quali-
fied equine dentist or veterinarian, includes floating 
(filing down sharp points), checking for infections, 
and addressing any malocclusions. These proce-
dures help prevent issues like choke, colic, and 
poor weight gain that can result from difficulties 
with chewing or swallowing food. 

Overall, maintaining a horse’s dental health is es-
sential not only for their comfort and well-being 
but also for their performance in work or sport. 
Regular dental check-ups are a key component of 
responsible horse care, helping to keep your horse 
happy, healthy, and performing at its best. 

A large portion of RMHR’s non-emergency veteri-
nary expenses involve dental care. Your donations 

help us ensure that our horses have healthy and 
viable teeth (sometimes to bite us). 

Repairs and Upgrades 

Chips severe EORTH 

Bucky gets his teeth floated 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Shari Moosburger and Peter “tag team” an  

especially dirty pen 

Cathi Pober peeks around 

some rescue horses 

Bill Polzin replaces Doc 

and Lordy’s barn roof 

Kat Fassioli gets ready to 

shovel more manure for the 

giant pile 

Tiny Irene Coleman pets gigantic 

Norma Jean 

Emily Kil and Ryan Shields help  

unload Stella at RMHR 

Bella Balcer takes time to 

hug Dusty 

Becky Davis and daughter 

Serenity dump their  

wheelbarrows 

Julia Sommerfield is assisted by Rosie (our red roan 

mule from Sheridan, Wy) 

Jeff Marshall stops by 

to work on some faulty 

electrical outlets 

Volunteers receive no pay, not because they are  

worthless, but  because they are priceless!  
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Volunteers receive no pay, not because they are 

worthless, but  because they are priceless!  

Our Treasurer, Kate  

Corcoran,  works on  

finances  

John Newman jumps right in 

after taking the tour 

Stan & Kathy Koniz volunteer weekly to shovel and 

rake while Lexi I contemplates producing addition-

al manure 

Lisa Anderson with shy "Parker" 

Karyn Simpson takes a break 

while 30 year old Little Bit 

shows her approval 

Jill Kluge throws her hands up in 

dismay after Pete and Tatiana 

knock over her wheelbarrow 

Farrier Craig Reynolds takes 

a break from trimming horses 

Jean Claypool always willing 

to help 

Claudia Hogue (above) and Patricia 

Lilliston give treats to “Butch” and 

“ Mrs. Butch” 

Sue Miller and Annie Opdahl help with  

Cheyenne's itchy skin condition 

Ray Salinas helps main-

tain our fleet of wheel-

barrows AND gets us 

great discounts on paint 
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Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Karen Kah has to 

bend down to  

cuddle with Emmy 

Krystle Beglari (who just 

had the cutest baby) still 

came out to shovel & groom 

Randy Kerr, and assistant, 

stop by to check on a mal-

functioning golf cart 

Kristin Cosadon combs out 

Maizie’s forelock 

Liberty, Kelly & Brian Eisenhour  

with recovered "Tulip" 

Nigel and Sandra Snell took holiday from Hong Kong in  

Colorado. They contacted us about volunteering for a week 

while here and liked it so much they stayed for two! 

Cheri O’Bannon and Shelli Hoffman play the game 

of “who’s exercising who?” with Cowboy and JoJo 

Birgit Blum says hello to 

Lordy before cleaning his 

pen 

Elizabeth Schnell 

cleans Dale and 

Cooper’s pen 

Terri Collins is thanked by Jelly 

Bean for cleaning her pen 

Kate Burk does light  

housekeeping for Barbie, 

Ken and Rosie 
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Christie Barnett and daughters, Violet 

Rumley and Sean Marie Rumley, soldier it 

out on a cold January day 

Diana Baumgarten feeds Butch and “Mrs. 

Butch” (Lexi) a treat 

Janet Cook fills a  

water trough 

Mary Alagna steps 

back for her cleaning 

inspection  

Betty Berry shows “Justin” 

how skinny he was on arrival 

Rose Mahoney (our Wednesday regular) 

with Norma Jean 

Frances Kawano cleans tiny Parker’s pen 

while huge Norma Jean supervises 

Dennis Christine grooms 

Stella 

Wendy Taylor cleans "Norma 

Jean's" barn 

Janice Holland 

with her mighty 

manure fork 
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Melanie Hood; one of our 

longest time volunteers 

Our Wonderful Volunteers 

Lauren Joyce gets ready to 

rake Rosie’s voluminous  

manure production 

Lexi Chamizo offers a treat to our 

blind Appaloosa mare—Cookie 

Saturday Linda Cortes and Diane Lask dump dual  

wheelbarrows into the manure pile 

Shannon Bercompas with her favorite 

"Rain" 

Miranda Clendening dives right 

in after taking “the volunteer 

tour” 

Nanette Erickson  

volunteers and has  

donated items 

Debbie Pickerill always helps 

on Tuesdays 

Toni Rautus with our new po-

ny? "Norma Jean" 

Bobby Griesgraber and 

Christine Twonmey help 

clean  pens 

Don Clark pauses to pet 

"Lordy" 



Our Anderson Sling traveled to 
Alaska twice and was featured on 

Nat Geo Wild and  
Animal Planet TV Shows 
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www.rockymountainhorserescue.org 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

100 Days later 

on Arrival 

Chance—Quarterhorse 
 Stallion 

Free 

Rocky Mountain Horse Rescue is registered  
with Colorado Gives! This allows us to participate in  

Colorado Gives Day  and provides a platform for  
all year giving via credit card 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 


